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Dear Reader:

The first edition of Land Use in Pennsylvania: Practices and Tools is designed to 
support you in planning the future of your community.  Created by the Governor’s
Center for Local Government Services with invaluable assistance from the Governor’s
Sound Land Use Advisory Committee, this document contains more than 100 
practices and tools cur rently used in Pennsylvania to promote responsible land use.

More than theoretical approaches to shaping our futures, the practices and tools 
in this inventory are used by communities like yours to preserve natural and cultural
environments, to revitalize downtowns and older communities, and to manage
growth.  Some of these practices and tools will be familiar; others may be part of a
planning method you’d like to learn more about.  With each practice or tool, we’ve
included examples of where and how Pennsylvania’s communities are using that
approach.

This first edition of Land Use in Pennsylvania: Practices and Tools is part of an
ongoing educational outreach program.  It is one of a number of resources that 
can support sound land use, and it is a resource that will be continually improved. 
In the back of this book, you’ll find a form you may return to the Center with your
suggestions for ways to improve this resource or examples you’d like us to showcase
in future editions.

We think this is a resource that you will find useful.  It is a catalogue of tools rather
than a prescriptive, step-by-step planning guide.  Some of the practices will apply 
to your community; others will not.  We believe that you have the best sense of 
what will work in your own community.  If you have questions about when to use a
practice or tool, how the tools can be used in combination or in what sequence, 
we are here to help.

Sincerely,

Tom Ridge, Governor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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others…
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10,000 Friends of Pennsylvania
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Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities 
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Betty Conner,
League of Women Voters of 
Pennsylvania
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Chairman, Chester County Board
of Commissioners
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George Marcinko, Manager,
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Honorable Donald W. Snyder,
Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives

Margaret Taylor, Executive 
Director, Fulton County Industrial 
Development Association

(Farmland Preservation, Cont’d)

The Sound Land Use Advisory
Committee
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Intergovernmental Cooperation 
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William Brackbill,
Executive Director,
Pike County Department 
of Community Planning and 
Human Development

John Benhart, Chairman,
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Department, Shippensburg
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Senate of Pennsylvania
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of Forestry, School of Forest 
Resources, The Pennsylvania State 
University

Christine Kellett, Professor of Law 
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The Pennsylvania State University

David L. Taylor, President,
Preservation Pennsylvania

(The Sound Land Use Advisory Committee,
Cont’d)

The Sound Land Use Advisory Committee
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Specific Planning and Development
Techniques Sub-Committee:

Chair:
Randall Arendt,
Growing Greener,
Natural Lands Trust

Honorable Howard Brush,
Commissioner, Warren County
Board of Commissioners

John A. Haiko, Supervisor,
West Bradford Township

Honorable Karen L. Martynick,
Commissioner, Chester County 
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Daniel Santoro, Director,
Cranberry Township Planning and 
Engineering Services

Gregg Schwotzer, President, 
Crossgates Inc.

Richard C. Sutter, AICP, President,
Richard C. Sutter & Associates, 
Inc.

Mjenzi K. Traylor,
Deputy Commerce Director,
City of Philadelphia

Charles E. Zaleski, Esq.,
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, 
LLC

Other Committee Members:

Patrick C. Conway, President,
Susquehanna Alliance

Paul Kreckel,
PA State Association of Boroughs

Honorable Robert L. Freeman,
Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives

Honorable Anthony H. Williams,
Senate of Pennsylvania

(The Sound Land Use Advisory Committee,
Cont’d)

The Sound Land Use Advisory Committee
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