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and Judi ci al Procedure).
8§ 2301. Scope of subchapter.

Thi s subchapter applies to all |ocal governnents.
§ 2302. Definitions.

The foll owm ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter
shal | have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Local governnent." A county, city of the second cl ass,
second class A and third cl ass, borough, incorporated town,
townshi p, school district or any other simlar general purpose
unit of governnment created by the General Assenbly after July
12, 1972.

8§ 2303. Intergovernnental cooperation authorized.

(a) Ceneral rule.--Two or nore | ocal governnents in this
Commonweal th may jointly cooperate, or any |ocal governnent nay
jointly cooperate with any simlar entities |ocated in any other
state, in the exercise or in the performance of their respective
governnental functions, powers or responsibilities.

(b) Joint agreenents.--For the purpose of carrying the
provi sions of this subchapter into effect, the | ocal governnents
or other entities so cooperating shall enter into any joint
agreenents as may be deened appropriate for those purposes.

8§ 2304. Intergovernnental cooperation.

A municipality by act of its governing body nmay, or upon
being required by initiative and referendumin the area affected
shall, cooperate or agree in the exercise of any function, power
or responsibility wwth or del egate or transfer any function,
power or responsibility to one or nore other |ocal governnents,
the Federal Governnent or any other state or its governnent.

§ 2305. O dinance.

A | ocal governnent may enter into intergovernnental
cooperation with or del egate any functions, powers or
responsibilities to another governnental unit or | ocal
gover nnent upon the passage of an ordi nance by its governing
body. If mandated by initiative and referendumin the area
affected, the local governnent shall adopt such an ordi nance.

8§ 2306. Initiative and referendum

(a) Initiative.--An initiative under this subchapter shall
be commenced by filing with the appropriate election officials
at |least 90 days prior to the next primary or general election a
petition containing a proposal for referendum signed by el ectors
conprising 5% of the nunber of electors voting for the office of
Governor in the |ast gubernatorial election in each |ocal
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governnent or area affected. The applicable election officials
shall place the proposal on the ballot in a manner fairly
representing the content of the petition for decision by
referendum at the election. Initiative on a simlar question
shall not be submtted nore often than once in five years.

(b) Referendum --The question shall be placed on the ball ot
as a referendum and shall becone effective by a majority vote of
the el ectors voting thereon.

§ 2307. Content of ordinance.

The ordi nance adopted by the governing body of a | ocal
governnment entering into intergovernnental cooperation or
del egating or transferring any functions, powers or
responsibilities to another |ocal governnent or to a council of
governnents, consortiumor any other simlar entity shall
specify:

(1) The conditions of agreenent in the case of
cooperation with or delegation to other |ocal governnents,

t he Commonweal th, other states or the Federal Governnent.

(2) The duration of the termof the agreenent.
(3) The purpose and objectives of the agreenent,

i ncl uding the powers and scope of authority delegated in the

agr eenent .

(4) The manner and extent of financing the agreenent.
(5) The organi zational structure necessary to inplenent

t he agreenent.

(6) The manner in which real or personal property shall
be acquired, nmanaged, |icensed or disposed of.

(7) That the entity created under this section shall be
enpowered to enter into contracts for policies of group

I nsurance and enpl oyee benefits, including Social Security,

for its enpl oyees.

8§ 2308. Bids for certain joint purchases.

Al'l joint purchases involving an expenditure of nore than
$10, 000 shall be made by contract, in witing, only after notice
for bids once a week for two weeks in at | east one and not nore
than two newspapers of general circulation in the joining |ocal
governnments. All contracts shall be et to the | owest
responsi bl e bidder. Every contract for the construction,
reconstruction, alteration, repair, inprovenent or naintenance
of public works shall conply with the provisions of the act of
March 3, 1978 (P.L.6, No.3), known as the Steel Products
Procurenment Act.
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Cross References. Section 2308 is referred to in sections
2309, 2312, 2313 of this title.

§ 2309. Direct purchases.

In addition to joint purchases authorized by section 2308
(relating to bids for certain joint purchases), |ocal
governnents may make direct purchases fromvendors or suppliers
of goods, materials or equipnent w thout conpliance wth
exi sting and otherw se applicable statutory requirenents
governi ng conpetitive bidding and execution of contracts as
fol | ows:

(1) Any county may by appropriate resolution, and
subj ect to such reasonable regulations as it may prescri be,
permt any |ocal governnment within the county to participate
i n or purchase off contracts for goods, materials or
equi pnmrent entered into by the county.

(2) Any local governnent desiring to participate in
purchase contracts shall file with the county purchasing
agency and with the county solicitor a certified copy of an
ordi nance or resolution of its governing body requesting that
it be authorized to participate in purchase contracts of the
county and agreeing that it wll be bound by the terns and
conditions as the county prescribes and that it wll be
responsi ble for paynent directly to the vendor under each
purchase contract.

(3) The county may permt participation by | ocal
governnents only where the solicitation for bids and
specifications for the county contracts, and the contracts
t hensel ves, expressly provide for and inform prospective and
successful bidders that the contract to be let is intended to
be subject to this subchapter and to regul ati ons adopted by
the county.

(4) Anmong the terns and conditions as the county may
specify, it shall prescribe that all prices shall be F. O B.
desti nati on.

8§ 2310. Joint purchases with private educati onal
est abl i shnment s.

Any | ocal governnment may, by ordi nance, authorize joint
purchases of materials, supplies and equi pnent wth any private
school, parochial school, private college or university or
nonprofit human services agency wthin the |ocal governnent. The
ordi nance shall require that the school, college or agency shall
be bound by the terns and conditions of purchasing agreenents
whi ch the | ocal governnment prescribes and that the school,
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col | ege or agency shall be responsible for paynent directly to
t he vendor under each purchase contract. Schools, colleges and
agenci es shall be exenpt from any existing statutory

requi rements governing conpetitive bidding and execution of
contracts with respect to purchases under this section.

§ 2311. Witten or tel ephonic price quotations required.
Witten or tel ephonic price quotations fromat |east three
gqualified and responsi ble contractors shall be requested for all

contracts that exceed $4,000 but are | ess than the anount

requi ring adverti senent and conpetitive bidding, or, in lieu of
price quotations, a nmenorandum shall be kept on file show ng
that fewer than three qualified contractors exist in the market
area wthin which it is practicable to obtain quotations. A
witten record of tel ephonic price quotations shall be nade and
shall contain at |east the date of the quotation, the nane of
the contractor and the contractor's representative, the
construction, reconstruction, repair, maintenance or work which
was the subject of the quotation and the price, witten price
guotations, witten records of tel ephonic price quotations, and
menor anda shall be retained for a period of three years.

8§ 2312. Division of transactions provided.

No | ocal governnent shall evade the provisions of section
2308 (relating to bids for certain joint purchases) as to
advertising for bids or purchasing materials or contracting for
servi ces pieceneal for the purpose of obtaining prices under
$10, 000 upon transactions which should in the exercise of
reasonabl e di scretion and prudence be conducted as one
transaction anounting to nore than $10,000. This provision is
i ntended to make unl awful the practice of evadi ng adverti sing
requi renments by making a series of purchases or contracts each
for less than the advertising requirenent price or by making
several simnultaneous purchases or contracts each bel ow such
price when in either case the transaction involved should have
been nmade as one transaction for one price.

8§ 2313. Penalty.

Any menber of a governing body of a |ocal governnent who
votes to unlawfully evade the provisions of section 2308
(relating to bids for certain joint purchases) and who knows
that the transaction upon which he so votes is or ought to be a
part of a larger transaction and that it is being divided in
order to evade the requirenments as to advertising for bids
commts a m sdeneanor of the third degree for each contract
entered into as a direct result of that vote.
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8§ 2314. Review of agreenent by Local Governnent Conm ssion.

Every agreenent between a | ocal governnent and the
Commonweal th, any other state, governnent of another state or
t he Federal Governnent under the provisions of this subchapter
shall, prior to and as a condition precedent to enactnent of an
ordi nance, be submtted to the Local Governnent Comm ssion for
review and recomendati on. The comm ssion shall wthin 60 days
of receipt of the agreenent determ ne whether it is in proper
formand conpatible with the laws of this Commopnweal th. Failure
of the comm ssion to nmake recommendati ons wthin 60 days of
recei pt of the agreenent shall constitute a recomendation in
favor of the agreenent.

8§ 2315. Effect of joint cooperation agreenents.

Any joint cooperation agreenent shall be deened in force as
to any | ocal governnent when the agreenent has been adopted by
ordi nance by all cooperating |ocal governnents. After adoption
by all cooperating | ocal governnents, the agreenent shall be
bi ndi ng upon the | ocal governnent, and its covenants nmay be
enforced by appropriate renedy by any one or nore of the | ocal
governnents agai nst any ot her | ocal governnment which is a party
to the agreenent.

8§ 2316. Recognition by Commonweal th departnents and agenci es.

Al'l Commonweal th departnents and agencies in the performance
of their admnistrative duties shall deem a council of
governments, consortiuns or other simlar entities established
by two or nore nunicipalities under this subchapter as a | egal
entity.

(May 30, 2001, P.L.102, No.13, eff. 60 days)

2001 Anendnent. Act 13 added section 2316.

SUBCHAPTER B
ENVI RONMENTAL ADVI SORY COUNCI LS

Sec.

2321. Scope of subchapter.

2322. Establishnent of environnental advisory council.
2323. Conposition and organi zati on of council.

2324. Powers and duties of council.

2325. Records and reports.

2326. Appropriations for expenses of council.

2327. Status of existing agenci es unaffected.

2328. Assistance from State Conservation Conm ssi on.

http://Idpc6.legis.state.pa.us/WUO1/LI/LI/CT/HTM/53/00.023..HTM (6 of 11) [2/17/2009 2:09:27 PM]



Chapter 23 - Title 53 - MUNICIPALITIES GENERALLY

2329. Assistance from Departnent of Community and Econom c
Devel opnent .
8§ 2321. Scope of subchapter.
Thi s subchapter applies to all municipal corporations.
§ 2322. Establishnment of environnmental advisory council.

The governi ng body of any nunicipal corporation or group of
two or nore nunicipal corporations may by ordi nance establish an
envi ronnental advi sory council to advise other |ocal
governnent al agencies, including, but not limted to, the
pl anni ng conm ssion, park and recreation boards and el ected
officials, on matters dealing with protection, conservation,
managenent, pronotion and use of natural resources, including
air, land and water resources, |located wthin its or their
territorial limts.

8§ 2323. Conposition and organization of council.

(a) Conposition.--An environnmental advisory council shall be
conposed of no I ess than three nor nore than seven residents of
the muni ci pal corporation establishing the council, who shall be
appoi nted and all vacancies filled by the governing body. Were
two or nore nunicipal corporations jointly establish an

envi ronnental advi sory council, the nenbers shall be appointed
I n the sane manner by each of the respective nuni ci pal
corporations establishing the council, each constituent
muni ci pal corporation to have equal nenbership on the joint
counci | .

(b) Termof office.--Council nenbers shall serve for three
years except that initial appointnents shall be so staggered
that the terns of approximately one-third of the nenbership
shal |l expire each year, the terns of their successors to be of
three years each

(c) Conpensation and expenses.--Menbers shall receive no
conpensation for their services but shall be reinbursed for the
expenses actually and necessarily incurred by themin the
performance of their duties.

(d) Chairman.--The appointing authority shall designate the
chai rman of the council except that in joint councils the
chai rman shall be elected by the duly sel ected nenbers. \Wenever
possi bl e, one nenber shall also be a nenber of the nuni ci pal
pl anni ng board.

8§ 2324. Powers and duties of council.

(a) General rule.--An environnental advisory council shall
have t he power to:

(1) Identify environnental problens and reconmmend pl ans
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and prograns to the appropriate agencies for the pronotion

and conservation of the natural resources and for the

protection and i nprovenent of the quality of the environnent
wthinits territorial limts.

(2) Make recommendations as to the possible use of open
| and areas of the nunicipal corporations withinits
territorial limts.

(3) Pronote a community environnental program

(4) Keep an index of all open areas, publicly or
privately owned, including flood-prone areas, swanps and
ot her uni que natural areas, for the purpose of obtaining
informati on on the proper use of those areas.

(5) Advise the appropriate | ocal governnent agencies,

i ncl udi ng the planning comm ssion and recreation and park

board or, if none, the el ected governing body or bodies

wthinits territorial limts, in the acquisition of both
real and personal property by gift, purchase, grant, bequest,
easenent, devise or lease, in matters dealing with the

pur poses of this subchapter.

(b) Limtation.--An environnental advisory council shall not
exerci se any powers or performany duties which by |aw are
conferred or inposed upon a Commonweal t h agency.

8§ 2325. Records and reports.

An environnental advisory council shall keep records of its
meetings and activities and shall make an annual report which
shall be printed in the annual report of the nunicipal
corporation or, if none, otherw se made known and avail abl e.

8§ 2326. Appropriations for expenses of council.

The governi ng body of any nunici pal corporation establishing
an environnental advisory council nmay appropriate funds for the
expenses incurred by the council. Appropriations may be expended
for those admnistrative, clerical, printing and | egal services
as may be required and as shall be within the limt of funds
appropriated to the council. The whole or any part of any funds
so appropriated in any year nay be placed in a conservation fund
and allowed to accunulate fromyear to year or may be expended
in any year.

§ 2327. Status of existing agencies unaffected.

Thi s subchapter shall not be construed to require a nuni ci pal
corporation to abolish an existing conmssion with a rel ated
responsibility or to prevent its establishnent.

8§ 2328. Assistance from State Conservati on Conm ssi on.
The State Conservation Conm ssion shall establish a program
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of assistance to environnental advisory councils that nmay

i ncl ude educati onal services, exchange of information,

assi gnnment of technical personnel for natural resources planning

assi stance and the coordination of State and | ocal conservation

activities.

(May 5, 1998, P.L.301, No.50, eff. 60 days)

8§ 2329. Assistance from Departnent of Conmunity and Econom c
Devel opnent .

The Departnent of Community and Econom c Devel opnent shall
establish a program of assistance to environnental advisory
councils in planning for the managenent, use and devel opnent of
open space and recreation areas.

(May 5, 1998, P.L.301, No.50, eff. 60 days)

SUBCHAPTER C
REG ONAL PLANNI NG

Sec.

2341. Short title and scope of subchapter.

2342. Definitions.

2343. Decl aration of policy.

2344. Establishnent and organi zation of regional planning
conmm ssi on.

2345. Finances, staff and program

2346. Commi ssion to prepare master plan.

2347. Cooperation between comm ssion, nunicipalities and
ot hers.

2348. Interstate participation.

8§ 2341. Short title and scope of subchapter.

(a) Short title of subchapter.--This subchapter shall be
known and may be cited as the Regional Pl anning Law.

(b) Scope of subchapter.--This subchapter applies to all
muni ci palities, but it shall not operate as a reenactnent of any
provi sions repeal ed by section 1202 of the act of July 31, 1968
(P.L.805, No.247), known as the Pennsylvania Miunicipalities
Pl anni ng Code.

§ 2342. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter
shal | have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

“"Comm ssion." A regional planning conmssion created in
accordance with the terns of this subchapter.

“Governing body." The body or board authorized by law to
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enact ordi nances or adopt resolutions for the nunicipality.

"Region." An area conprised of two or nore nunicipalities
whi ch have joined in creating a regional planning conm ssion.
8§ 2343. Declaration of policy.

For the purpose of pronoting health, safety, norals and the
general welfare of the regions in this Comonweal th through
effective devel opnent, the powers set forth in this subchapter
for the establishnent of regional planning comm ssions are
gr ant ed.

8§ 2344. Establishnent and organi zati on of regional planning
conmm ssi on.

(a) Ceneral rule.--The governing body of two or nore
muni ci palities may, by ordinance or resolution, authorize the
establ i shment or nenbership in and support of a regional
pl anni ng conm ssion. The nunber and qualifications of the
menbers of any conmmi ssion and their terns and net hod of
appoi nt nent or renoval shall be determ ned and agreed upon by
t he governing bodies. A majority of the nenbers of the
comm ssion shall at the tinme of appointnent to the comm ssion
and t hroughout the duration of their service on the conm ssion
be locally elected officials. Menbers of the comm ssion shall
serve without salary but nmay be paid expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties. The comm ssion shall elect a
chai rman whose term shall not exceed one year and who shall be
eligible for reelection. The conm ssion nay create and fill
other offices as it may determ ne.

(b) Rules and records.--The comm ssion shall adopt rules for
the transaction of business and shall keep a record of its
resol utions, transactions, findings and determ nations, which
shall be a public record.

(c) Assistance fromnunicipality.--Any nmunicipality may,
upon the request of the comm ssion, assign or detail to the
conmm ssion any enpl oyees of a nmunicipality to nake speci al
surveys or studies requested by the conm ssion.

8§ 2345. Finances, staff and program

(a) Ceneral rule.--The governing bodies of nmunicipalities
may appropriate funds for the purpose of contributing to the
operation of the conm ssion. The comm ssion may, with the
consent of all the governing bodies, also receive grants from
the Federal or State governnents or fromindividuals or
foundati ons and shall have the authority to contract therewth.
The comm ssi on may appoi nt such enpl oyees and staff as it deens
necessary for its work and contract with planners and ot her
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consultants for the services it may require. The conm ssion nay
al so perform planning services for any municipality which is not
a nenber thereof and may charge fees for the work. The

conm ssion may al so prepare and sell maps, reports, bulletins or
ot her material and establish reasonabl e charges therefor.

(b) Pl anni ng assi stance. --The conm ssi on may provide
pl anni ng assi stance and do pl anni ng work, including surveys,
| and use studies, urban renewal plans, technical services and
ot her el enments of conprehensive planning prograns, for any
muni cipalities wwthin the region. For this purpose, the
comm ssion may, with the consent of all the governing bodies,
accept any funds, personnel or other assistance nmade avail abl e
by the Federal or State governnent or fromindividuals or
foundati ons, and, for the purposes of receiving and using
Federal or State planning grants for provision of urban planning
assi stance, the comm ssion nmay enter into contracts regarding
t he acceptance or use of the funds or assi stance.

8§ 2346. Comm ssion to prepare master plan.

The comm ssion shall prepare a master plan, and the surveys
and studi es essential thereto, for the guidance of the physical
devel opnent of the region.

8§ 2347. Cooperation between comm ssion, nunicipalities and
ot hers.

The comm ssion shall encourage the cooperation of the
muni cipalities wiwthin the region in nmatters which concern the
integrity of the master plan or maps prepared by the conm ssion,
and, as an aid toward coordination, all nunicipalities and
public officials shall, upon request, furnish the comm ssion
within a reasonable tine the avail able maps, plans, reports and
statistical or other information it may require for its work.

8§ 2348. Interstate participation.

Whenever a regional planning conm ssion has been or is being
established to serve the Pennsyl vania portion of an area which,
for planning purposes, constitutes a |logical region as approved
by the State Planning Board and whi ch extends beyond the
boundaries of this Commonweal th, the conm ssion nay admt to
menbership nmunicipalities that are part of the sanme regi on but
| ocated in other states. Municipalities may participate, through
menber shi p and financial support, in conm ssions that have been
or are being established in other states when the nmunicipalities
are part of the sanme region served by the out-of-State
conmm ssi on.
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