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"FI RST CLASS TOWNSHI P CODE, THE"
Act of Jun. 24, 1931, P.L. 1206, No. 331
(Reenacted and anended May 27, 1949, P.L.1955, No.569)

AN ACT

Concerni ng townshi ps of the first class; anmendi ng, revising,
consolidating, and changing the law rel ating thereto.

Conpiler's Note: Section 2 of Act 209 of 1990 provided that
Act 331 is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent with
Act 2009.

Compiler's Note: Section 1 of Act 165 of 1970 provided that
the limts heretofore inposed by Act 331 upon the rates
of interest for such bonds, obligations or indebtedness.
and interest costs permitted to be paid upon bonds,
obl i gations and i ndebtedness issued by the Commonweal th
or its agencies or instrunentalities or authorities, and
by | ocal political subdivisions or their agencies or
authorities, are hereby renoved for such bonds,
obl i gations or indebtedness.

Compiler's Note: Section 31 of Act 708 of 1961 provided that
Act 331 is repealed insofar as it relates to the
i censing and regul ati on of aucti oneers.
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(e) Sewers under State and County
H ghways ........................ 2430- 2431
(f) Connecting with Sewer of Ad-
joining Municipality ............ 2435- 2436
(g) Joint Sewers and Drains ......... 2440- 2441
(h) Non-debt Revenue Sewer Bonds .... 2445-2447
XXV. Collection by Instal nent of the Cost of
Street, Curb, Sidewal k and Sewer | m
provenments . ........ ... 2501- 2507
XXVI. Revolving Fund for Street and Sewer Im
provenents . ........ ... 2601- 2602
XXVI1. Water Supply and Waterworks .............. 2701-2712
(a) Acquisition, Construction and
Mai ntenance ..................... 2701-2709. 2
(b) Construction, Acquisition and
Mai nt enance of Waterworks in
Connection with Municipalities .. 2710-2712
XXVI'l-A. Manufacture and Sale of Electricity...... 2701A- 2706A
XXVIT1. Public Buildings ......... .. ... ... .. ..... 2801- 2806
XXI X. Licenses and License Fees ................ 2901- 2912
(a) Transient Retail Merchants ...... 2901
(b) Restrictions .................... 2910- 2912
XXX. Parks, Recreation Centers, Shade Trees and
Forests . ... . . . 3001- 3048
(a) Public Parks, Playgrounds, and
Recreation Centers .............. 3001- 3016
(b) Shade Tree Commission ........... 3020- 3031
(c) Forests ......... . i 3040- 3048
XXX-A.  Land Subdivision ......................... 3061- 3068
XXXI . ZONIi NG .o 3101- 3111
XXXI'l.  Township Planning Comm ssion ............. 3201- 3203
XXXI'l'l. Enforcenment of Ordinances ................ 3301- 3305
XXXI'V. Actions by and agai nst Townships ......... 3401- 3406
XXXV. Repeals ........ . . . 3501- 3502
The CGeneral Assenbly of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

hereby enacts as foll ows:
ARTI CLE
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

Section 101. Short Title; Effective Date.--This act shall be
known, and may be cited, as "The First O ass Townshi p Code."
Thi s reenactnent, revision, anendnent and consolidation of the
|l aws relating to townships of the first class shall becone
effective the first day of January, 1950.

Section 102. Definitions.--The follow ng words, terns and
phrases, as used in this act, shall have the neanings herein
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assigned to themunl ess the context clearly indicates otherw se.

(a) "Township," a township of the first class.

(b) "Street" includes a street, road, |ane, alley, court, or
publ i ¢ square.

(c) "H ghway" or "State highway," a road or highway of the
State hi ghway system

Section 103. Excluded Provisions.--This act does not include
any provisions, and shall not be construed to repeal any act,
relating to:

(a) The assessnent and val uation of property and persons for
t he purposes of taxation and collection of taxes and the
coll ection of nunicipal clains by Iiens;

(b) The method of incurring or increasing bonded
| ndebt edness;

(c) Election officers and the general conduct of el ections;

(d) Public schools and school districts;

(e) Constabl es;

(f) Justices of the peace;

(g) State roads and private roads;

(h) Validation of elections, bonds, ordinances, and acts of
corporate officers;

(i) Free non-sectarian libraries;

(j) Crinmes and offenses provided for in the Penal Code.

Section 104. Construction of Act Generally.--The provisions
of this act so far as they are the sane as those of existing
| aws are intended as a continuation of such |aws and not as new
enact nents. The repeal by this act of any act of Assenbly, or
part thereof, shall not revive any act, or part thereof,
heretof ore repeal ed or superseded, nor affect the existence of
class of any township heretofore created. The provisions of this
act shall not affect any act done, liability incurred, or right
accrued or vested, or affect any suit or prosecution, pending or
to be instituted, to enforce any right or penalty or punish any
of fense under the authority of such repealed | aws. Al
ordi nances, regqgulations, and rules, made pursuant to any act of
Assenbly repealed by this act, shall continue with the sane
force and effect as if such act had not been repeal ed. Any
person, holding office under any act of Assenbly repeal ed by
this act, shall continue to hold such office until the
expiration of the termthereof, subject to the conditions
attached to such office prior to the passage of this act.

Section 105. Constitutional Construction.--The provisions of
this act shall be severable, and if any of the provisions shal
be held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect
the validity of any of the remaining provisions of this act. It
I's hereby declared as the legislative intent that this act would
have been adopted had such unconstitutional provision not been
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i ncl uded therein.

Section 106. Construction of References.--Wenever, in this
act, reference is made to any act by title, such reference shall
al so apply to and include any codification wherein the
provisions of the act referred to are substantially reenacted.

Section 107. How Act Applies.--This act shall apply to al
townships of the first class within the Commonweal th, as now
exi sting or hereinafter created.

Section 108. Saving C auses Were C ass of Townshi ps
Changed. - - Whenever any township of the second class is
designated a township of the first class, or whenever any
township of the first class is reestablished as a township of
the second class, all liabilities incurred, rights accrued or
vested, obligations issued or contracted, and all suits and
prosecutions pending or to be instituted to enforce any right or
penal ty accrued or punish any offense conmtted, prior to such
change of class, and all ordinances, resolutions, rules and
regul ati ons shall continue with the sane force and effect as if
no such change had been nade.

Section 109. Exception as to Taxation.--This act does not
provide for the assessnent and val uation of property and persons
for the purposes of taxation or the collection of township
t axes.

Section 110. Legal Advertising.--Wenever, under the
provisions of this act, notice is required to be published in
one newspaper, such publication shall be nmade in a newspaper of
general circulation, as defined by the Newspaper Advertising
Act, approved May si xteenth, one thousand nine hundred and
twenty-ni ne (Panphl et Laws, one thousand seven hundred ei ghty-
four), printed in the township, if there is such a newspaper,
and, if not, then in a newspaper circulating generally in such
township. If such notice is required to be published in nore
t han one newspaper, it shall be published in at |east one
newspaper of general circulation, defined as aforesaid, printed,
I f there be such a newspaper, or circulating generally as above
provided in the townshi p. When such notice relates to any
proceeding or matter in any court, or the holding of an election
for the increase of indebtedness, or the issue and sale of bonds
to be paid by taxation, such notice shall also, in counties of
the second, third, fourth and fifth classes, be published in the
| egal newspaper, if any, designated by the rules of court of the
proper county for the publication of |egal notices and
advertisenments, unless such publication be dispensed with by
speci al order of court: Provided, however, That ordi nances,
auditors' statenents, sunmaries of auditors' statenents,
advertisenments inviting proposals for public contracts and for
bids for materials and supplies, or |lists of delinquent
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t axpayers, shall be published only in newspapers of general
circul ation, defined as aforesaid.

Compiler's Note: The act of May 16, 1929 (P.L. 1784, No.587),
referred to as the Newspaper Advertising Act, was
repeal ed by the act of July 9, 1976 (P.L.877, No.160).
The subject matter is now contained in 45 Pa.C. S. Ch.3
(relating to | egal advertising).

ARTI CLE 11
CLASSI FI CATI ON AND CREATI ON OF TOMNSHI PS
OF THE FI RST CLASS

(a) dCdassification

Section 201. The townshi ps now in existence and those to be
hereafter created are divided into two classes. Townshi ps of the
first class shall be those having a popul ation of at |east three
hundred i nhabitants to the square mle, which have heretofore
fully organi zed and el ected their officers and are now
functioning as townships of the first class, or which may
hereafter be created townships of the first class in the manner
provided in this act. Al townships, not townships of the first
cl ass, shall be townships of the second class. A change from one
class to the other shall hereafter be nade only as provided by
this act or the laws relating to townshi ps of the second cl ass.

(b) Creation of Townships of the First C ass
from Townshi ps of the Second Cd ass

Section 205. Enrollnment to Ascertain Popul ation.--At any
time not |ess than one year before the tine fixed for taking a
decenni al census of the United States, whenever the owners of
twenty-five per centum of the assessed valuation of the real
estate of any township of the second class shall present their
petition to the court of quarter sessions, averring that the
popul ation of the township is at |east three hundred inhabitants
to the square mle, and shall give such security as the court
may prescribe for the paynent of all costs and expenses which
may be incurred in any procedure had upon said petition, the
court shall appoint a comm ssioner to performthe duties
hereafter prescribed.

The said comm ssioner shall nake an enrol |l nent of the
i nhabi tants of such township, and nmake report thereof to the
court at the next ensuing term Upon the filing of the report,
the sane shall be confirned nisi, which confirmation shal
becone absol ute unl ess excepted to wthin thirty days
thereafter, during which tinme notice of the said filing and
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confirmation shall be advertised in a newspaper of general
circulation, once a week for three weeks. |If exceptions are
filed to the report within the said thirty days, the court, upon
consi deration thereof, shall confirmthe report or nodify the
said finding. After final confirmation, the clerk of the court
shall certify to the county comm ssioners and to the township
supervi sors of the township the popul ation of the township as
shown by sai d proceedi ngs. The costs and expenses of the
proceedi ngs, including a reasonable fee for the comm ssi oner and
attorney, shall be paid by the petitioners or by the township,

or partly by each, as the court shall direct.

Section 206. Proclamations by County Conm ssioners.--1n
addition to the procedure provided in the preceding section, the
county conmm ssioners of each county shall, follow ng each

decenni al census of the United States, ascertain from such
census whet her any township of the second class in the county
has a popul ation of three hundred inhabitants to the square
mle, and shall imediately certify the fact that any township
has a popul ation of three hundred inhabitants to the square mle
to the townshi p supervisors of the township.

Section 207. Subm ssion of Question to Voters.--At the first
general or nmunicipal election occurring at |east ninety days
after the ascertai nnent, by special enrollnment or fromthe | ast
preceding United States census, that any township of the second
class has a popul ation of at |east three hundred inhabitants to
the square mle, and after a petition signed by at |east five
per centum of the registered voters of the townshi p has been
filed in the quarter sessions court, the question whether such
townshi p of the second class shall becone a township of the
first class shall be submitted to the voters of the township,
and the county board of elections shall cause to be printed on
separate ballots, to be used in such township at such el ection,
a proper question framed in accordance with the Pennsyl vani a
El ecti on Code.

Section 208. Returns of Election and Effect Thereof.--The
el ection officers shall conpute the votes cast at the election
provided for in the preceding section and nake return thereof to
the clerk of the court of quarter sessions, who shall tabulate
the sane and certify the result thereof to the county
conm ssi oners and the townshi p supervisors of such township. If
a mpjority of the votes cast at any such election shall be in
favor of becom ng a township of the first class, the governnent
of the township of the first class shall be organized and becone
operative on the first Monday of January next succeedi ng such
el ection, at which tine the terns of the officers of the
townshi p of the second class shall cease and termnate. If a
majority of the votes cast at any such election shall be in
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favor of remaining a township of the second class, no further
proceedi ngs shall be had for a period of two years, after which
period the supervisors, by unaninobus action, nmay, or, upon
petition of ten per centumof the registered voters of the
townshi p, shall, through the County Board of Elections, resubmt
the question to the electors of the township in the manner

her ei nbef ore provi ded.

(bb) Reestablishnment of Townshi ps of the
Second C ass

Section 209. Ascertai nnent of Popul ation.--At any tine, not
| ess than one year before the tine fixed for taking a decenni al
census of the United States, whenever the owners of twenty-five
per centum of the assessed valuation of the real estate of any
township of the first class shall present their petition to the
court of quarter sessions averring that the township no |onger
has a popul ation of three hundred inhabitants to the square
mle, and shall give such security as the court nmy prescribe
for the paynment of all costs and expenses which may be incurred
I n any procedure had upon said petition, the court shall appoint
a conm ssioner to performthe duties hereafter prescribed.

The sai d comm ssioner shall nake an enrol |l nent of the
I nhabi tants of such townshi p and nmake report thereof to the
court at the next ensuing term Upon the filing of the report
the sane shall be confirned nisi, which confirmation shal
becone absol ute unl ess excepted to within thirty days
thereafter, during which tinme notice of the said filing and
confirmati on shall be advertised in a newspaper of general
circulation once a week for three weeks. If exceptions are filed
to the report within the said thirty days, the court, upon
consi deration thereof, shall confirmthe report or nodify the
said finding. After final confirmation, the clerk of the court
shall certify to the county comm ssioners and to the township
supervi sors of the township the popul ation of the township, as
shown by said proceedings. The costs and expenses of the
proceedi ngs, including a reasonable fee for the comm ssi oner and
attorney, shall be paid by the petitioners or by the township,
or partly by each, as the court shall direct.

In addition to the procedure provided in the preceding
par agr aph, the county commi ssioners of each county shall,
foll ow ng each decennial census of the United States, ascertain
from such census whether any township of the first class in the
county no | onger has a popul ation of three hundred inhabitants
to the square mle, and shall imediately certify the fact that
any township no | onger has a popul ation of three hundred
i nhabitants to the square mle to the board of comm ssioners of
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t he t ownshi p.

Section 209a. Subm ssion of Question to Voters; Returns of
El ection, and Effect Thereof.--At the first general or nmuni ci pal
el ection occurring at | east ninety days after the ascertai nnent
by special enrollnment or fromthe |ast preceding United States
census, that any township of the first class no | onger has a
popul ation of at |east three hundred inhabitants to the square
mle, the question whether such township of the first class
shal | be reestablished as a township of the second class shall
be submtted to the voters of the township, and the county board
of elections shall cause to be printed, on separate ballots to
be used in such township at such el ection, a proper question
framed in accordance with the election |aws of the Commonweal t h.

The el ection officers shall conpute the votes cast at the
el ection provided for in the precedi ng paragraph and make return
thereof to the clerk of the court of quarter sessions, who shal
tabul ate the sane and certify the result thereof to the county
board of el ections and the township conm ssioners of such
township. If a mpjority of the votes cast at any such el ection
shall be in favor of becom ng reestablished as a township of the
second cl ass, the governnent of the township of the second cl ass
shal | be organi zed and becone operative on the first Mnday of
January next succeedi ng such election, at which tinme the terns
of the officers of the township of the first class shall cease
and termnate. If a mgjority of the votes cast at any such
el ection shall be in favor of remaining a township of the first
class, no further proceedings shall be had for a period of four
years, after which period the board of township comm ssioners,
by unani nous action, nay, or upon petition of ten per centum of
the registered voters of the township shall, through the county
board of elections, resubmt the question of the electors of the
townshi p in the manner herei nbefore provided.

(c) Creation of Townships of the First C ass
by Consolidation

Conpiler's Note: Section 2 of Act 90 of 1994 repeal ed
provisions relating to the consolidation of townships.
Provi sions for nerger and consolidation of nmunicipalities
are now found in 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 Subch. C (relating to
consolidation and nerger).
Section 210. Manner in Which Townshi ps of the First C ass
May Be Created.--(210 repealed Oct. 13, 1994, P.L.596, No.90)
Section 211. Petitions.--(211 repealed Cct. 13, 1994,
P. L. 596, No. 90)
Section 212. Confirnation Nisi of Petition; Notice of
Filing.--(212 repealed Cct. 13, 1994, P.L.596, No.90)
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Section 213. Exceptions; Confirmation Absol ute of
Petition.--(212 repealed Cct. 13, 1994, P.L.596, No.90)

Section 214. Elections.--(214 repealed Cct. 13, 1994,
P. L. 596, No.90)

Section 216. Return of Election; Decree.--(216 repeal ed Cct.
13, 1994, P.L.596, No.90)

Section 217. Boundary Monunents.--(217 repeal ed Cct. 13,
1994, P.L.596, No.90)

Section 218. dCassification of New Townships.--(218 repeal ed
Cct. 13, 1994, P.L.596, No.90)

Section 219. Costs.--(219 repealed Cct. 13, 1994, P.L.596,
No. 90)

(d) Oficers of Newy Created Townshi ps

Section 225. Oficers for New Townshi ps. - - Wienever a new
township of the first class shall be created in accordance with
any of the procedures in this article, the court of quarter
sessions shall appoint five comm ssioners, and the other
el ective officers to which the township is entitled, and fix the
polling place or places in such township. The officers so
appoi nted shall hold their offices fromthe first Monday of
January follow ng the election creating such township until the
first Monday of January follow ng the nunicipal election at
which officers of the township are el ected as herei nafter
provi ded.

Section 226. Election of Conm ssioners in New Townshi ps. -- At
the first municipal election follow ng the creation of a
townshi p as herei nbefore provided, if such townshi p has not been
divided into wards, there shall be elected five township
comm ssioners at |arge. Three of such comm ssioners shall be
el ected for terns of four years each, and two for terns of two
years each, fromthe first Mnday of January next follow ng such
el ection. The ballots at such election shall designate the term
for which each conm ssioner is elected. Their successors shall
be elected for terns of four years in accordance with this act.

Section 227. Election of Treasurer in New Townshi ps. - - At
such municipal election, the qualified electors of such township
shall elect a township treasurer for a two or four year termso
that his termshall expire at the sane tine as the terns of
treasurers of other townships of the first class under the
provisions of this act. Thereafter the termof treasurer of said
townshi p shall be four years fromthe first Monday of January
next follow ng his election.

Section 228. Election of Township Assessor and Assi st ant
Townshi p Assessor in New Townshi ps.--At such nunicipal election,
one townshi p assessor shall be elected for a termof four years
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and one assistant township assessor for a termof two years.
Thereafter the terns of such township assessor and assi stant
townshi p assessor shall be four years fromthe first Monday of
January succeeding their respective el ections.

This section shall not apply to townships in counties having
county boards for the assessnent and revision of taxes where
assessors, under existing |aws, are appointed.

(e) Certificate of Creation of Townships to Be
Furni shed State Departnents

Section 235. Certificate of Creation of Townshi p.--Wenever
a township of the first class is created, the clerk of the court
shall certify such creation to the Departnent of Comunity
Affairs and Departnent of H ghways of the Commonweal th. The
clerk of the court shall be allowed a fee of three dollars and
fifty cents for his services, to be paid as part of the costs of
t he proceedi ngs.

(235 anmended Cct. 5, 1967, P.L.345, No. 148)

Conpiler's Note: Section 301(a)(16) of Act 58 of 1996, which
created the Departnent of Community and Economi c
Devel opnment and abol i shed the Departnent of Conmunity
Affairs, provided that all other powers and duties
del egated to the Departnent of Community Affairs not
ot herwi se expressly transferrred el sewhere by Act 58 and
currently perfornmed by the Departnent of Community
Affairs under section 235 are transferred to the
Department of Community and Econom c Devel opment.

ARTI CLE I'I.
CHANGE OF NAME OF TOWNSHI P OF FI RST CLASS
(I'l.1 added June 14, 1957, P.L.330, No.175)

Section 2.201. Petition of Electors.--Upon petition to the
court of quarter sessions of at |east ten per centum of the
regi stered electors of any township of the first class setting
forth that the inhabitants of the township desire to change the
name of the township, the court shall order an election to be
hel d on the next day appointed for the holding of a general,
muni ci pal or primary election occurring at |east ninety days
after the presentation of the petition, at which election the
gquestion whether the nane of the township shall be changed shal
be submtted to the voters of the township.

(2.201 added June 14, 1957, P.L.330, No.175)

Section 2.202. Filing and Advertisenent of Petition.--Upon
determ nation by the court that the petition for change of nane
of the towship is in proper formand properly executed, and the
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entry of the court order thereon, the original petition shall be
filed with the clerk of the court and a copy of the petition and
order of the court shall be filed with the county board of

el ections which shall frame the proper question to be submtted
to the electors at the election ordered by the court. Notice of
the election shall be given in at |east one newspaper of general
circulation of the proper county once a week for four
consecuti ve weeks, which shall set forth the time of the

el ection and the purpose thereof. The publication of the notice
shal | be nmade on behalf of the petitioners in such formas the
court shall approve.

(2.202 added June 14, 1957, P.L.330, No.1l75)

Section 2.203. Returns and Effect of Election.--The election
officers shall conpute the votes cast on the question and neke
return thereof to the clerk of the court of quarter sessions who
shal | tabulate the sane and certify the result thereof. If a
majority of the votes cast at any such election shall be in
favor of the change of township nanme, the court shall so order
and shall order the record of the proceedings to be permanently
recorded. If a majority of the votes were agai nst the change,
there shall be no further proceedings on the petition.

(2.203 added June 14, 1957, P.L.330, No.175)

ARTI CLE 111
TOMSHI P LI NES AND BOUNDARI ES

Section 301. Stream Boundari es. --Wenever any township is
bounded by the nearest margi n of any navi gable stream and the
opposite townshi p, borough, or city, as the case may be, is also
bounded by the nearest margin of the sanme stream the m ddl e of
such stream shall be the boundary between such township and the
opposite townshi p, borough or city. Nothing contained in this
section shall be construed to repeal any |ocal or special |aw
providing to the contrary.

Section 302. Establishnent of Boundaries.--The courts of
guarter sessions may, upon the presentation of a petition signed
by at least fifty freeholders, residents of the township, (a)
alter the lines of a township and any adj oi ni ng t ownshi p,
borough or city so as to suit the conveni ence of the inhabitants
thereof; (b) cause the lines or boundaries of townships to be
ascertai ned and established; and (c) ascertain and establish
di sputed lines and boundari es between two or nore townships or
bet ween townshi ps and cities or boroughs. Wen any such petition
Is presented, the court may require the petitioners to file a
bond in sufficient sumto secure the paynment of all costs of the
proceedi ng.

(302 anmended Sept. 7, 1955, P.L.563, No.140)

Section 303. Petition to Court; Conm ssioners' Report.--Upon
application by petition, the court shall appoint three inparti al
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citizens, one of whomshall be a registered surveyor or
engineer, to inquire into the prayer of the petition. After
having given notice to parties interested as directed by the
court, the conmm ssioners shall hold a hearing and view the |ines
or boundaries; and they, or any two of them shall prepare a
report, together with their opinion of the sane, and acconpany
it wwth a plot or draft of the |ines and boundaries proposed to
be altered or ascertained and established if the sanme cannot be
fully designated by natural |ines or boundaries. Upon the filing
of any such report, the sane shall be confirnmed nisi and the
court may, by its order, require such notice to be given by the
petitioners to the parties interested, as it deens proper.

Section 304. Exceptions and Procedure. --Exceptions to any
such report may be filed by any person interested or political
subdivision within thirty days after the filing of the report,
and the court may thereupon fix a day for the hearing of such
exceptions, of which such notice shall be given as the court may
direct. After hearing, the court shall have power to sustain
such exceptions or to dismss themand confirmthe report, or
refer the report back to the sane or new conmmi ssioners, wth
| i ke authority to nake another report, on which |ike |egal
proceedi ngs may be had. Wiere no exceptions are filed within
thirty days after the filing of the report, the court shal
confirmthe sane absolutely. Wen any report is confirmnmed
absolutely, the court shall enter a decree altering or
ascertai ning and establishing the Iines and boundaries as shown
In said report.

Section 305. Mnunents. --Wenever any such township |line or
boundary is altered or ascertained and established, the court
shal | cause the sanme to be appropriately marked with stone
nmonunent s placed at intervals not exceeding fifteen hundred
feet.

Section 306. Conpensation and Expenses of Conm ssioners;
Cost . --The conpensati on and expenses of comm ssioners appoi nt ed
to alter or ascertain and establish towship lines shall be in
t he anount approved by the court. The court shall, by its order,
provi de how the costs and expenses of any such proceedi ng,

I ncl udi ng the furnishing and placing of nmonunents, shall be
pai d, and may assess them agai nst the petitioners, any township
or municipalities interested, or any of them

Section 307. Adjustment of I|ndebtedness.--Wenever the
boundari es of any township have been altered or ascertai ned and
established, the court of quarter sessions may adjust the taxes,
debts, and expenses for township, mnunicipal and school purposes
bet ween the townshi ps, nmunicipalities and school districts
af f ect ed.

ARTI CLE 1V
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WARDS

Section 401. Creation, Division and Redivision of Wrds.--
The court of quarter sessions, upon petition, may divide or
redi vide any township, heretofore or hereafter created, into
war ds, erect any wards out of two or nore adjoining wards, or
parts thereof, consolidate two or nore wards into one ward,
divide any wards already erected into two or nore wards, or
alter the lines or boundaries of any two or nore adjoining
wards, and nmay cause |ines or boundaries of wards to be fixed
and established. No township shall be divided or redivided into
nore than fifteen wards.

No ward shall be created containing | ess than three hundred
regi stered electors therein, and all wards which now, or at any
time hereafter shall, contain less than three hundred and fifty
regi stered electors therein may in the discretion of the court
be abolished, and if so abolished, the territory thereof shal
be distributed anong the renaining wards in such manner as the
court of quarter sessions shall direct. Al other wards as
heret of ore established shall remain as heretofore until altered
or divided as provided in this article:

Provided, That if, in townshi ps wherein any ward shall be
abol i shed as herein provided, the nunber of wards shall be
reduced to | ess than five, then the comm ssioner in the ward or
war ds abol i shed shall continue in office for the termfor which
el ected, and shall becone a conm ssioner or conm ssioners at
| arge from such township as provided in this act, wth respect
to townshi ps having | ess than five wards.

(401 anmended Aug. 24, 1963, P.L.1146, No. 487)

Conpiler's Note: Section 9 of Act 312 of 1974 provided that
section 401 is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent.
Act 312 of 1974, in turn, was repealed by the act of
Decenber 19, 1996 (P.L.1158, No.177). The subject matter
is now contained in 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 9 (relating to
nmuni ci pal reapportionnent).
Section 402. Signing Petition; Appointnment and Powers of
Comm ssioners. --(402 repealed Cct. 4, 1978, P.L.946, No.186)
Section 403. Filing and Confirnation of Report;
Exceptions. --Wen the report is presented, the court shal
confirmthe report nisi, which confirmation shall becone
absol ute unl ess exceptions thereto are filed within thirty days
after such confirmation nisi. The court may grant a reviewif,
in its opinion, a better adjudication may thereby be secured. If
no exceptions are filed, the court may confirmthe report, or
make such other order as by it shall be deened proper. If
exceptions are filed, the court shall fix a tinme for hearing,
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and thereafter shall enter such decree as by it shall be deened
just and proper. Fromthe final decree as entered by the court
of quarter sessions, there shall be no appeal.

Compiler's Note: Section 9 of Act 312 of 1974 provided that
section 403 is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent.
Act 312 of 1974, in turn, was repeal ed by the act of
Decenber 19, 1996 (P.L.1158, No.177). The subject matter
is now contained in 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 9 (relating to
muni ci pal reapportionnent).

Section 404. Conpensation of Comm ssioners. --The
conmi ssi oners, appoi nted under the provisions of this act, shall
recei ve such conpensation as the court shall fix. The
conpensation of the conmm ssioners and reasonable attorney's
fees, shall be paid by the township in all cases where the
prayer of the petitioners is granted, and in other cases shall
be paid by the petitioners.

Conpiler's Note: Section 9 of Act 312 of 1974 provided that
section 404 is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent.
Act 312 of 1974, in turn, was repealed by the act of
Decenber 19, 1996 (P.L.1158, No.177). The subject matter
is now contained in 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 9 (relating to
nmuni ci pal reapportionnent).

Section 405. Election Districts.--The court of quarter
sessions may, fromtinme to tine, divide any such ward into two
or nore election districts so as to suit the conveni ences of the
el ectors thereof.

Conpiler's Note: Section 9 of Act 312 of 1974 provided that
section 405 is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent.
Act 312 of 1974, in turn, was repealed by the act of
Decenber 19, 1996 (P.L.1158, No.177). The subject matter
is now contained in 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 9 (relating to
muni ci pal reapportionnent).

Section 406. Nunbering of Wards.--Wen any townshi p shall be
divided or redivided into wards, or when any ward in any
township shall be created, divided, or altered, the court shall
inits decree, fix the nunber of each of the wards of such
t ownshi p.

Conpiler's Note: Section 9 of Act 312 of 1974 provi ded that
section 406 is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent.
Act 312 of 1974, in turn, was repeal ed by the act of
Decenber 19, 1996 (P.L.1158, No.177). The subject matter
is now contained in 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 9 (relating to
muni ci pal reapportionnent).
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Section 407. Schedule for Election of Conm ssioners in
Townships First Divided into Wards. --Wien a township is first
di vided into wards, the township conm ssioners then in office
shall continue in office until the expiration of their
respective terns.

At the first nunicipal election occurring at |east ninety
days after such division into wards, there shall be el ected, by
the registered electors of each ward of the township, one
t ownshi p conm ssi oner, who shall reside in the ward for which he
Is elected. At such election, the townshi p comm ssioners el ected
i n even-nunbered wards shall be elected for ternms of two years
each, and those in odd-nunbered wards for terns of four years
each, or vice versa, as the case may be, in order that the
expiration of such ternms will harnonize with the expiration of
terms of township comm ssioners elected for such nunbered wards
under the provisions of this act. Thereafter, successors to such
comm ssioners shall be elected for terns of four years each at
the nmunicipal election inmediately preceding the expiration of
the terns of ward conm ssioners.

| f the nunber of wards into which the township has been
divided is less than five, then, at the municipal election
preceding the expiration of the terns of any conm ssioner or
comm ssioners theretofore elected at large, if such expiration
of terns will |leave the township with I ess than five township
comm ssioners, there shall be elected at |arge a sufficient
nunber of township comm ssioners so that the total nunber of
comm ssioners elected by wards and at large in the township
shal|l thereafter be five. If one township conm ssioner is
el ected at |large at such election, he shall be elected for a
termof four years. If tw township conm ssioners are el ected at
| arge at such el ection, one shall be elected for a termof two
years, and one for a termof four years. If three township
comm ssioners are elected at |arge at such election, tw shall
be elected for terns of four years each, and one for a term of
two years. Successors to such township conm ssioners el ected at
| arge at such election shall be elected for terns of four years
each.

Al ternms of office of township comm ssioners, elected at
| arge or by wards, shall commence on the first Monday of January
next follow ng their election.

Conpiler's Note: Section 9 of Act 312 of 1974 provi ded that
section 407 is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent.
Act 312 of 1974, in turn, was repeal ed by the act of
Decenber 19, 1996 (P.L.1158, No.177). The subject matter
is now contained in 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 9 (relating to
muni ci pal reapportionnent).
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Section 408. Schedul e of Election of Conm ssioners in Newy
Created Wards. --Wenever in a township previously divided into
wards, a new ward is created, and the nunber of wards thereafter
i n such township, including the newward, is less than five,
then, at the nunicipal election next follow ng the expiration of
the termof the comm ssioner or conm ssioners elected at | arge
whose terns shall first expire after such creation, there shal
be el ected, by the registered electors of such new ward, one
t ownshi p conm ssi oner, who shall reside in the ward for which he
Is elected, for a termof two or four years, so that the
expiration of his termw | harnonize with the expiration of
terns of conm ssioners for such nunbered wards under the
provi sions of this act. Successors to such township
comm ssioners shall be elected for terns of four years. The
nunber of comm ssioners thereafter elected at large in any such
townshi p shall be the difference between the nunber of wards and
five, and a sufficient nunber of conm ssioners shall be elected
at large at each nunicipal election preceding the expiration of
ternms of conm ssioners at |large so that the total nunber of
commi ssioners in the towmship will at all tines be five.

Whenever, in any township previously divided into wards, a
new ward is created, and the nunber of wards thereafter in such
township is five, then, at the nunicipal election preceding the
expiration of the termof office of any conm ssioner or
comm ssioners elected at large, a township comm ssioner shall be
el ected for such ward, who shall reside in the ward. Such
el ection shall be for a two or four year termso that the
expiration of his termw Il harnonize with the expiration of
terns of conm ssioners for such nunbered wards under the
provi sions of this act. The successor to such ward comr ssi oner
shall be elected for a four-year term No townshi p conm ssi oner
shall thereafter be elected at large in such township.

| f the nunber of wards in such township, including the new
ward, shall be nore than five, the court of quarter sessions
shal | appoint a township comm ssioner for such new ward, who
shall hold office until the first Monday in January succeedi ng
the first municipal election at which township conm ssioners are
el ected in such nunbered wards under the provisions of this act,
at which election, and every four years thereafter, a township
comm ssi oner, who shall reside in the ward, shall be el ected by
the qualified electors of said ward for a termof four years.

Al'l townshi p conm ssioners el ected under this section shall
take office on the first Monday of January next succeeding their
el ecti on.

Conpiler's Note: Section 9 of Act 312 of 1974 provi ded that
section 408 is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent.
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Act 312 of 1974, in turn, was repealed by the act of
Decenber 19, 1996 (P.L.1158, No.177). The subject matter
is now contained in 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 9 (relating to
nmuni ci pal reapportionnent).
ARTI CLE V
ELECTI ON OF OFFI CERS; VACANCI ES I N OFFI CE

(a) Ceneral Provisions

Section 501. Electors Only Eligible.--No person shall be
eligible to any elective office in any township unless he is a
regi stered el ector of the township for which he is chosen.

Section 502. Hold Until Successors Qualified.--Oficers of
t ownshi ps ot her than townshi p conm ssioners shall hold their
offices until their successors are elected and qualified, but
such service shall not continue |onger than the first Mnday of
January succeedi ng the next nunicipal election at which el ection
a successor shall be elected for the unexpired term

Section 503. Elected Oficers Enunerated.--The el ectors of
each township shall elect (a) at |east five township
comm ssioners, (b) one township treasurer, (c) except as
her ei nafter ot herw se provi ded, one townshi p assessor and one
assi stant township assessor, and (d) except as otherw se
herei nafter provided, three elected auditors or one appointed
auditor, or one controller where such office has been
established. All elected township officers shall be registered
el ectors of the township.

(b) Conm ssioners

Section 504. Nunber and El ection of Comm ssioners in
Townshi ps Having Wards.--1n townshi ps having |l ess than five
war ds, the nunmber of conm ssioners shall be five. One such
conm ssi oner shall be elected fromeach ward, and the renaining
nunber of conm ssioners, to which the township is entitled,
shall be elected at large. In townships having five or nore
war ds, one comm ssioner shall be elected fromeach ward.
Comm ssioners shall reside in the ward fromwhich elected, and
shal |l have resided in said ward continuously for at |east one
year before their election. Townshi p comm ssioners shall be
el ected at nunicipal elections, preceding the expiration of the
ternms of conm ssioners then in office, for ternms of four years
each, fromthe first Monday of January succeeding their
el ection. At the election in the year one thousand ni ne hundred
and fifty-one, the comm ssioners from odd-nunbered wards shall
be el ected, and at the election in the year one thousand nine
hundred and fifty-three, those from even-nunbered wards shall be
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el ected. Elections at large shall be held at the munici pal
el ection preceding the expiration of the termof any
conmi ssi oner elected at |arge.

Section 505. Nunber and El ection of Comm ssioners in
Townshi ps Not Divided into Wards.--1n townshi ps not divided into
war ds, the nunber of township comm ssioners shall be five, who
shall be elected at large by the voters of the township. At each
muni ci pal election, two or three township comm ssioners, as the
case may be, shall be elected for ternms of four years each, from
the first Monday of January next succeeding, to take the place
of the comm ssioners whose ternms then expire. Comm ssioners
shall reside in the township fromwhich el ected and shall have
resided in that township continuously for at |east one year
before their election.

(505 anended Dec. 17, 1990, P.L.744, No.186)

(c) Treasurer

Section 510. Election of Treasurer.--At the nunicipa
election in the year one thousand nine hundred and fifty-three,
and every fourth year thereafter, the electors of each township
shall elect a township treasurer for a termof four years, from
the first Monday of January next follow ng his el ection.

When the township treasurer is unable to performthe duties
of his office and fails or refuses to appoint a deputy, the
court of common pleas, on petition of the township conm ssioners
shal | appoint a deputy treasurer to serve until the treasurer is
again able to performthe duties of his office, or until such
deputy is renoved by the court, but in no instance shall such
deputy serve beyond the termof the treasurer in whose office he
IS serving as deputy treasurer. The court shall also fix the
conpensati on of such deputy treasurer at a rate not to exceed
that paid to the elected township treasurer. For the tine such
deputy shall serve such conpensation shall be deducted fromthe
conpensati on ot herwi se payable to the township treasurer. Such
deputy shall furnish bond in the sane manner as the bond of the
treasurer.

Section 511. Eligibility.--The same person may hold the
office of township treasurer and treasurer of the school
district, but no township treasurer shall hold any other
townshi p office except that of tax collector.

(d) Assessors
Section 515. Election of Township Assessor and Assi st ant

Townshi p Assessor.--At the nunicipal election preceding the
expiration of the termof any township assessor or assistant
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townshi p assessor, and quadrennially thereafter, one township
assessor or one assistant townshi p assessor, or both, as the
case may be, shall be elected for four year terns, fromthe
first Monday of January next succeeding their election.

The conpensation of the assistant township assessor shall be
the sane as provided by |law for the townshi p assessor, and shall
be paid by the county.

This section shall not apply to townships in counties having
county boards for the assessnent and revision of taxes where
assessors, under existing | aws, are appoi nted.

(e) Auditors

Section 520. Election of Auditors.--At each nuni ci pal
el ection, one auditor shall be elected for a termof six years,
fromthe first Monday of January succeedi ng such el ection. No
auditor shall at the sanme tine hold any other elective or
appoi ntive office.

Any township may, instead of electing three auditors as above
provi ded or one controller as hereinafter provided, provide, by
ordi nance, for the audit of its accounts by an i ndependent
auditor who shall be a certified public accountant, registered
i n Pennsylvania, a firmof certified public accountants so
regi stered, or a conpetent public accountant, or a conpetent
firmof public accountants. Where such an ordi nance has been so
adopted, an independent auditor shall be appointed, annually, by
resol ution before the close of the fiscal year, to nake an
I ndependent exam nation of all the accounts and accounting
records of the township for the fiscal year then closing. Said
appoi ntnent shall be rmade at |east thirty days prior to the
close of the fiscal year. Such independent auditor shall have
and possess all the powers and performall the duties provided
in this act for elected auditors. The conpensation of any such
type of appointed auditor shall be fixed by the board of
comm ssi oners. When an independent auditor is appointed as
herein provided, the office of elected auditor is hereby
abol i shed.

Whenever any township has heretofore provided by ordi nance,
for the audit of its accounts by an appointed auditor, said
townshi p shall have the right at any tinme to repeal said
ordi nance; and, thereupon, the office of appointed auditor shall
be abolished, and said township shall have the further right, at
t he next rmunicipal election follow ng the repeal of said
ordi nance, to elect three auditors, one for a termof two years,
one for a termof four years, and one for a termof six years
fromthe first Monday of January succeedi ng such el ection, which
auditors so elected shall succeed the appointed auditor, and
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shal | have and possess all the powers and performall the duties
provided in this act for elected auditors.
(520 anmended Dec. 17, 1969, P.L.378, No.166)

(f) Controller

Section 525. Election of Controller.--The qualified electors
in every township of the first class, accepting the provisions
of this act relating to the controller as hereinafter provided,
shall, at the nunicipal election in the year one thousand nine
hundred and fifty-three, and every four years thereafter, elect
as township controller one person, who shall be a conpetent
accountant and a registered elector of the township. The person
so chosen shall serve for a termof four years, fromthe first
Monday of January next succeeding his el ection.

Section 526. Acceptance of Controller; Provisions by
Ordi nance. --The provisions of this act relating to the
controller shall not become operative or effective in any
township until the board of comm ssioners shall, by ordi nance,
accept the provisions of this act relating to the office of
controller. Such office of controller shall be continued until
t he acceptance ordi nance be repeal ed, when it shall term nate
and the accounts of township officers shall thereafter be
audited by auditors as in this act provided. Wen any township
so accepts the provisions of this act, the court of quarter
sessions, upon petition of the board of conm ssioners, shall
appoint a controller, to hold office until the first Mnday of
January next succeedi ng the next nunicipal election at which a
controller may be el ected under the provisions of this act.

In all townships of the first class so accepting the
provisions of this act, the office of township auditor is
abol i shed.

(g) Vacancies in Ofice

Section 530. Vacancies in General.--Wen a vacancy occurs in
the office of township comm ssioner, auditor, controller,
treasurer, assessor, assistant auditor, or assistant triennial
assessor in any township, by reason of death, resignation,
renmoval fromthe township or ward, or otherw se, the board of
t ownshi p comm ssi oners of such township shall fill such vacancy
by appointing by resolution a registered voter of the ward or
townshi p, as the case may be, in which the vacancy occurs. |f
t he board of township conm ssioners of any township shal

refuse, fail, or neglect, or be unable for any reason
what soever, to fill such vacancy within thirty (30) days after
t he vacancy occurs, then the vacancy board shall fill the
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vacancy within fifteen (15) additional days by appointing a
regi stered el ector of the ward or township, as the case may be,
i n which the vacancy occurs. The vacancy board shall consist of
the board of comm ssioners and one registered el ector of the
t ownshi p, who shall be appointed by the board of township
comm ssioners at the board's first neeting each cal endar year or
as soon thereafter as practical, and who shall act as chairnan
of the vacancy board. If the vacancy board does not fill the
vacancy within the prescribed tinme, the chairman shall, or in
the case of a vacancy in the chairmanshi p the remai ning nenbers
of the vacancy board shall, petition the court of common pl eas
to fill the vacancy by appointing a registered elector of the
ward or township, as the case nay be, in which the vacancy
occurs. In the case where there are vacancies in a majority of
the offices of conm ssioners, the court of comon pleas shall
fill such vacanci es upon presentation of petition signed by not
| ess than fifteen (15) registered electors of the township. In
all cases, the person so appointed shall hold the office if the
termthereof continues so long, until the first Monday in
January after the first nunicipal election occurring nore than
sixty (60) days after the vacancy occurs, at which election an
eligible person shall be elected for the remai nder of the term
and shall have been a resident of the township continuously for
at |l east one (1) year before his appointnment. In townships
divided into wards, all appointed comm ssioners shall reside in
the ward in which the vacancy occurred and shall have resided in
said ward continuously for at |east one (1) year before
appoi ntnment. No person who was convicted of or pled guilty or no
contest to a felony shall be eligible for appointnent to fill a
vacancy on the board of comm ssioners for a period of three (3)
years fromthe date of the conviction or plea.

(530 anmended May 1, 1981, P.L.32, No.12)

Section 531. Auditors.--(531 repeal ed June 15, 1978,
P.L. 475, No. 69)

Section 532. Township Treasurer and Controller.--(532
repeal ed June 15, 1978, P.L.475, No.69)

Section 533. Assessors.--(533 repeal ed June 15, 1978,
P.L. 475, No. 69)

ARTI CLE VI
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS RELATI NG TO
TOMWNSHI P OFFI CERS

(a) General Provisions
Section 601. Cath.--Every person elected or appointed to any

township office in any township shall, before entering upon the
duties of his office, take and subscribe an oath or affirnmation
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bef ore sone person having authority to adm nister oaths, to
support the Constitution of the United States and of this
Commonweal th, and to performthe duties of his office with
fidelity. A copy of such oath or affirmation shall, wthin ten
days thereafter, be filed with the township secretary.

Conmpiler's Note: Section 3(3) of Act 76 of 2008 provided
that all acts and parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as
they are inconsistent wwth Act 76. Section 1 of Act 76
amended 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 11 (relating to general
provi sions) by adding section 1141 (relating to form of
oaths of office), which provides the formof oaths of
office for elected or appointed officials of
muni ci palities.

Section 602. Bonds.--Wen any officer or enploye of any
township is required to give bond for the faithful performance
of his duties, such bond shall be with a surety conpany or other
conpany authorized by law to act as surety and the township
shal |l pay the prem um on such bond, except the prem um on bond
of township treasurer as tax collector shall be paid by the
respective taxing districts, as provided by the Local Tax
Col I ection Law, approved May twenty-five, one thousand nine
hundred forty-five (Panphlet Laws 1050), and its anmendnents.

(602 anmended Sept. 7, 1955, P.L.563, No.140)

Section 603. Conpensation.--Elected officers of townships
shal | receive such salary, conpensation or enolunents of office
as may fromtine to tinme be fixed by ordi nance of the township
I n accordance with provisions of section 703. Any change in
sal ary, conpensation or enplunents of office shall becone
effective at the beginning of the next termof the el ected
of ficer. Appointed officers and enpl oyes of the township shal
recei ve such conpensation for their services as the township
conmmi ssi oners shall prescribe.

(603 anended Feb. 25, 1976, P.L.52, No.21)

Section 604. Failure of Oficer to PerformDuties.--If any
township officer refuses or neglects to performhis duties, the
court of quarter sessions, upon conplaint in witing by one
hundred citizens, owners of real estate residing in the
townshi p, may issue a rule upon such officer to show cause why
his office should not be decl ared vacant and anot her appoi nted
in his stead. Such rule shall be made returnable not |ess than
two weeks fromits date of issue. Upon hearing and proof that
the facts alleged in the conplaint are true, the court may
declare the office vacant and appoint another in his stead, to
hold office for the unexpired term

Section 605. Annuities in Lieu of Joining Pension or
Retirenent System--A township may, by ordi nance, provide as
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conpensation to enployes of not | ess than ten years of
sati sfactory service who are not |less than sixty years of age
upon term nation of active enploynment with the township a
proportion of the conpensation |last paid to them but not in
excess of fifty per centumthereof, as fixed in said ordi nance
or anmendnent thereto. Any arrangenent to provide post retirenent
conpensation to aged appoi ntees and enpl oyes pursuant to this
section shall be a pension plan within the nmeaning of that term
pursuant to the act of Decenber 18, 1984 (P.L.1005, No.205),
known as the "Minicipal Pension Plan Funding Standard and
Recovery Act," and the township establishing that plan shall
provi de funding of that pension plan in an anmount sufficient to
neet the m nimum obligation of the nmunicipality with respect to
t he pension plan pursuant to that act. Nothing herein shal
precl ude any enploye of the township fromjoining any pension
system or nunicipal retirenment systemthat the township may
establish or adopt. The intent and purpose of this section is to
permt townships, wthout |evying any special tax or exceeding
the existing tax [imtation for general revenue purposes, to pay
to their enployes who are too old to advantageously join any
pensioning or retirenment systema reasonable annuity in lieu of
joining a pension or retirenent system and who are not and
cannot now be socially protected by any Federal social security
system

(605 anmended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1218, No.159)

(b) County Associations of Township Oficers

Section 610. Formation of County Associ ations; Meetings.--
County associ ations of township officers may be fornmed in the
respective counties, or the township officers of two or nore
counties may forma joint county association. Such associ ati ons,
when fornmed, shall hold annual conventions, or may hold
sem annual or quarterly conventions, conferences, institutes, or
school s at the county seats of the respective counties, or sone
ot her suitable place within the Coommonweal th, for the purpose of
consi dering and di scussi ng questions and subjects pertaining to
t he best nmethods for the construction, inprovenent, and
mai nt enance of the public highways and bridges, and the
adm ni strati on of township governnents.

(610 anended Nov. 26, 1978, P.L.1186, No.279)

Section 611. Menbership of Associations; Expenses of
Menbers. - - The townshi p conm ssioners and other officers of the
townshi p designated by the townshi p comm ssioners shall attend
such conventions, conferences, institutes or schools whenever
possi bl e. Each township officer attending such conventi on,
conference, institute or school shall receive a certificate,
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signed by the presiding officer and secretary or acting
secretary of the association, attesting his presence at the
convention, conference, institute, or school. Such certificate
shall entitle himto collect fromthe township treasurer
expenses which shall be limted to the registration fee, m|l eage
for use of personal vehicle or reinbursenent of actua
transportati on expense going to and returning from such neeting
plus all other actual expenses that the townshi p comm ssioners
may have agreed to pay. Every del egate attendi ng the annual
neeting shall submt to the township comm ssioners an item zed
account of expenses incurred thereat. The townshi p conm ssioners
may aut horize townshi p enpl oyes to be conpensated at their
regul ar enpl oye rate during their attendance at the annual
meeting. The board of township conmm ssioners nmay authorize a
conmmi ssi oner who is not enployed by the township to receive
total or partial reinbursenent for | ost wages or salary while
attendi ng the annual neeting provided that sufficient
docunent ati on of such wages or salary is presented to the board
of township conm ssioners to justify the reinbursenment. The
expenses of hol ding any such convention shall be paid pro rata
by the townships joining therein.

(611 anended June 29, 2002, P.L.633, No.92)

Section 612. Oficers of Association; Ex-Oficio
Menber shi p.--The officers of the association shall consist of a
president, two vice-presidents, a secretary, and a treasurer;
all of whom except the secretary, shall be nenbers of the
associ ation, and shall hold office for one year or until their
successors are chosen. If desirable, the secretary may be a
person not a regular nenber of the association, and may be paid
for his service such conpensation, not exceeding twenty-five
dollars per annum as the other officers nay determ ne. Every
townshi p shall have one vote in the convention. The mayor of any
city, the burgess of any borough, or their duly appointed
representative, the county comm ssioners, and the judges of the
court in the county, the township engi neer of the State H ghway
Departnent, the assistant engineers of the division of township
hi ghways, and the superintendent of State hi ghways in charge of
such county, shall be eligible to nenbership, but shall not be
entitled to vote nor to hold office.

(c) State Association of Township Oficers

Section 620. Formation of State Association Authorized.--The
formati on of a State association of township conmm ssioners is
her eby aut hori zed. The township conm ssioners and not nore than
three other officers of the township designated by the township
conmmi ssioners, including the del egate provided for by section
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si x hundred twenty-one, may attend such neeting. The association
shal | hold annual neetings, at such tine and place wthin the
Commonweal th as it may designate, for the purpose of discussing
various questions and subjects pertaining to the duties of
townshi p comm ssioners, and for the purpose of devising uniform
econom cal, and efficient nethods of adm nistering the affairs
of townshi ps.

The association, at its annual neeting, by majority vote of
all the voting del egates there represented, shall have power to
adopt and anend byl aws to govern the association which shall
govern the qualifications of delegates, election of officers,
their designation, qualifications and duties, paynent of dues
and ot her organi zational details. The association shall function
under these bylaws for advancing the interest of and betternent
of townshi p governnment in townships of the first class.

The dues as adopted in these bylaws are | egal expenditures of
the townshi ps and shall be used to pay for the services,
publ i cati ons and ot her expenses, including the rental and
acquisition of real estate to be used for associ ati on purposes
and activities authorized by the association or incurred in
behal f of the association by its officers and executive
conmi ttee.

(620 anmended Mar. 16, 1965, P.L.2, No.?2)

Section 621. Del egates from Townshi ps. --Each townshi p shal
send at | east one township officer as a delegate to each annual
neeting of said State association, who shall be selected by the
comm ssioners of the township of which he is a comm ssioner or
an officer.

Section 622. Expenses of Del egates Paid by Townshi ps. --Each
del egate and other officer attending the annual neeting of the
State association shall be all owed expenses which shall be
limted to the registration fee, mleage for use of personal
vehi cl e or rei nbursenent of actual transportation expense going
to and returning fromsuch neeting plus all other actual
expenses that the townshi p conm ssioners nay have agreed to pay.
Every del egate attending the annual neeting shall submt to the
t ownshi p conm ssioners an item zed account of expenses incurred
thereat. The township conm ssioners may authorize township
enpl oyes to be conpensated at their regular enploye rate during
their attendance at the annual neeting. The board of township
conmmi ssi oners may authorize a conmm ssioner who i s not enpl oyed
by the township to receive total or partial reinbursenent for
| ost wages or salary while attendi ng the annual neeting provided
that sufficient docunentation of such wages or salary is
presented to the board of township conm ssioners to justify the
rei mbursenent. No del egate shall receive expenses for nore than
four days including the tine enployed in traveling thereto and
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therefrom together with mleage going to and returning fromthe
neeting. These expenses shall be paid by the respective
t ownshi ps.

(622 anmended June 29, 2002, P.L.633, No.92)

Section 623. Expenses of Annual Meeting.--The expenses of
t he annual neeting, including expenses of commttees, printing,
and stenographers, shall be paid by the respective townships
joining in such State associ ation.

Section 624. Conferences, Institutes and Schools. --The
actual expenses for attending the conferences, institutes and
school s of elected or appointed township officers and enpl oyes
may be paid by the township when authorized by the board of
townshi p comm ssioners and shall be limted to the registration
fee, mleage for use of personal vehicle or reinbursenent of
actual transportation expense going to and returning from such
meeting plus all other actual expenses that the township
comm ssioners may have agreed to pay. Every del egate attendi ng
t he annual neeting shall submt to the township commi ssioners an
Item zed account of expenses incurred at the annual neetings.
The townshi p conm ssioners may aut horize townshi p enpl oyes to be
conpensated at their regular enploye rate during their
attendance at the annual neeti ng.

(624 anmended Jan. 28, 1988, P.L.17, No.8)

(d) Guvil Service for Police and Firenen

Section 625. Appointnents of Police and Firenen.--This
subdi vision (d) of this article shall not apply to any township
having a police force of |less than three nenbers or to vol unteer
fire departnents or conpani es enploying their own operators or
to townshi ps having | ess than three salaried operators of fire
apparatus. The subdivision (d) of this article is subject, as
heretofore, to the power of the township comm ssioners to
determ ne conpensation. Hereafter, each and every appointnent to
and pronotion directly by the township shall be made only
according to qualifications and fitness to be ascertai ned by
exam nations which shall be conpetitive, as hereinafter
provi ded.

No person shall hereafter be suspended, renoved or reduced in
rank as a paid enploye in any police force or as a paid operator
of fire apparatus of any township, except in accordance with the
provi sions of this subdivision.

Section 626. Cvil Service Conm ssion Created; Appointnents;
Vacanci es.--There is hereby created in each township where a
police force or paid fire apparatus operators as herei nbefore
provi ded are being maintained, a civil service conm ssion,
herei nafter referred to as the commi ssion. The comm ssion shal
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consi st of three conm ssioners who shall be qualified electors
of the township and shall be appointed by the township

comm ssioners initially to serve for the terns of two, four and
six years, and as terns thereafter expire shall be appointed for
ternms of six years.

Any vacancy occurring in any comm ssion for any reason
what soever shall be filled for the unexpired termwthin the
period of thirty days after such vacancy occurs.

Each nmenber of the conm ssion created by this subdivision,
before entering upon the discharge of the duties of his office,
shal |l take an oath or affirmation to support the Constitution of
the United States and of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania and to
performhis official duties with fidelity.

The townshi p comm ssioners may appoint no nore than three
qualified electors of the township to serve as alternate nenbers
of the comm ssion. The termof office of the alternate nenbers
shal | be six years. Wen seated pursuant to section 628, an
alternate shall be entitled to participate in all proceedings
and di scussions of the comm ssion to the sanme and full extent as
provi ded by | aw for comm ssion nenbers, including specifically
the right to cast a vote as a voting nmenber during the
proceedi ngs, and shall have all the powers and duties set forth
in this act and as otherw se provided by law. Alternates shal
hold no other office in the township. Any alternate may
participate in any proceedi ng or discussion of the comm ssion
but shall not be entitled to vote as a nmenber of the comm ssion
unl ess designated as a voting alternate nenber pursuant to
section 628.

(626 anmended June 12, 2002, P.L.373, No.54)

Compiler's Note: Section 3(3) of Act 76 of 2008 provided
that all acts and parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as
they are inconsistent with Act 76. Section 1 of Act 76
anended 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 11 (relating to general
provi sions) by adding section 1141 (relating to form of
oaths of office), which provides the form of oaths of
office for elected or appointed officials of
muni ci palities.
Section 627. O fices Inconpatible Wth Cvil Service
Comm ssi oner.--No conmm ssioner shall at the sane tine hold an
el ective or appointed office under the United States governnent,
t he Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania, or any political subdivision
of the Commonweal th, except that one nmenber of the conm ssion
may be a nenber of the board of township comm ssioners.
Section 628. Organization of Comm ssion; Quorum --The
comm ssion first appointed shall organize within ten days of its
appoi ntnent and shall elect one of its nmenbers as the chairnman
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and one as the secretary. The conm ssion shall thereafter neet
and organi ze on the first Mnday of each even-nunbered year.
Each comm ssioner shall be notified in witing of each and every
nmeeting. Three nenbers of the comm ssion shall constitute a
quorum |f, by reason of absence or disqualification of a
menber, a quorumis not reached, the chairman shall designate as
many al ternate nenbers of the conm ssion to sit on the

comm ssion as may be needed to provide a quorum Any alternate
menber of the conm ssion shall continue to serve on the

comm ssion in all proceedings involving the matter or case for
which the alternate was initially designated until the

comm ssion has nmade a final determ nation of the matter or case.
Designation of an alternate pursuant to this section shall be
made on a case-by-case basis in rotation according to declining
seniority anong all alternates. No action of the conm ssion
shall be valid unless it shall have the concurrence of at | east
two menbers.

(628 anended June 12, 2002, P.L.373, No.54)

Section 629. derks and Supplies.--The township shall
furnish to the conm ssion, on its requisition, such clerical
assi stance as may be necessary for the work of the conm ssion.
The township shall provide a suitable and conveni ent room for
the use of the conm ssion. The comm ssion shall order fromthe
townshi p the necessary stationery, postage, printing or
supplies, and the el ected and appointed officials of every such
township shall aid the commssion in all proper ways in carrying
out the provisions of this subdivision.

Section 630. Rules and Regul ati ons. --The comm ssi on shal |
have power to prescribe, anmend and enforce rules and regul ati ons
for carrying into effect the provisions of this subdivision and
shal | be governed thereby. Before any such rules and regul ations
are in force, the sane shall first be approved by the township
comm ssi oners. When such rules and regul ati ons have been so
approved they shall not be annull ed, anended or added to w t hout
t he approval of the township comm ssioners. Al rules and
regul ati ons and nodifications thereof shall be printed for
public distribution at the expense of the township.

Section 631. M nutes and Records.--The comm ssion shall keep
m nutes of its proceedi ngs and records of exam nations and ot her
official actions. Al recomendati ons of applicants for
appoi ntment received by the conm ssion shall be kept and
preserved for a period of five years and all such records and
all witten causes of renoval filed with the comm ssion shall be
subj ect to reasonabl e regul ati on and open to public inspection.

Section 632. Investigations.--The conm ssion shall have
power to nmake investigations concerning all matters touching the
adm ni strati on and enforcenent of the civil service provisions
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of this article and rules and regul ati ons adopted t hereunder.
The chairman of the commi ssion is hereby given power to
adm ni ster oaths.

Section 633. Subpoenas.--The conm ssion shall have power to
| ssue subpoenas over the signature of the chairman to require
the attendance of w tnesses and the production of records and
papers pertaining to any investigation or inquiry. The fees of
such witnesses for attendance and travel shall be the sane as
for witnesses appearing in the courts and shall be paid from
appropriations for the incidental expenses of the comm ssion.

Al officers in public service and enpl oyes shall attend and
testify when required to do so by the conmm ssi on.

| f any person shall refuse or neglect to obey any subpoena
| ssued by the comm ssion he shall, upon conviction thereof in a
summary proceedi ng, be sentenced to pay a fine not to exceed one
hundred doll ars ($100), and in default of the paynent of such
fine and costs shall be inprisoned not to exceed thirty days.

| f any person shall refuse or neglect to obey any subpoena
I ssued by the conm ssion, it may apply by petition to the court
of conmon pleas of the county for its subpoena requiring the
att endance of such persons before the comm ssion or the court,
there to testify and to produce any records and papers
necessary, and in default thereof shall be held in contenpt of
court.

Section 634. Annual Report.--The comm ssion shall make an
annual report to the township conm ssioners containing a brief
summary of its work during the year, which shall be avail able
for public inspection.

Section 635. General Provisions Relating to Exam nations. --
The comm ssion shall make rul es and regul ations to be approved
as provided in section 630 hereof, providing for the exam nation
of applicants for positions in the police force and as paid
operators of fire apparatus and for pronotions, which rules and
regul ations shall prescribe the m ninmum qualifications of all
applicants to be exam ned and the passing grades. All
exam nations for positions or pronotions shall be practical in
character and shall relate to such matters and i nclude such
inquiries as will fairly test the nerit and fitness of the
persons exam ned to discharge the duties of the enpl oynent
sought by them Al exam nations shall be open to all applicants
who have the mininmum qualifications required by the rules and
regul ati ons. Each applicant for exam nation shall be subject to
t he regul ati ons adopted by the conm ssion and shall be required
to submt to a physical exam nation either before or after being
admtted to the regul ar exam nation held by the conm ssion.

Public notice of the tinme and place of every exam nati on,
together with the information as to the kind of position or

http://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/WUO01/LI/L1/US/HTM/1931/0/0331..HTM (32 of 180) [2/17/2009 2:47:19 PM]



Act of Jun. 24, 1931, P.L. 1206, No. 331 Cl. 73 - "FIRST CLASS TOWNSHIP CODE, THE"

pl ace to be filled, shall be given by publication once in a
newspaper of general circulation in the township or in a
newspaper circulating generally in the towship at | east two
weeks prior to each exam nation, and a copy of the notice shal
be prom nently posted in the office of the conmm ssion or other
public place.

The comm ssion shall post inits office the eligible |ist
containing the nanes and grades of those who have passed the
exam nation. Persons nale or female who served in the mlitary
or naval service of the United States during any war in which
the United States has been, is now, or shall hereafter be
engaged and who have honorabl e di scharges from such service, who
have successfully passed the exam nation, shall be given the
additional credits and preference in appoi ntnment and pronotion
provided for by |aw

(635 anended Dec. 4, 1980, P.L.1101, No.188)

Section 636. Application for Exam nation.--Each person
desiring to apply for exam nation shall file with the conmm ssion
a formal application in which the applicant shall state under
oath or affirmation, (a) his full name and residence or post
of fice address, (b) his citizenship, place and date of birth,

(c) his condition of health and physical capacity for public
service, (d) his business or enploynent and his residence for
the past five years, and (e) such other information as nay be
required by the comm ssion's rules and regul ati ons show ng the
applicant's qualifications for the position for which he is
bei ng exam ned.

Section 637. Rejection of Applicant; Hearing.--The
comm ssion may refuse to examne or, if examned, nmay refuse to
certify after exam nation as eligible, any applicant who is
found to |lack any of the m ninum qualifications for exam nation
prescribed in the rules and regul ati ons adopted for the position
or enploynent for which he has applied, or who is physically
di sabl ed and unfit for the performance of the duties of the
position to which he seeks enploynent, or who is addicted to the
habi tual use of intoxicating liquors or narcotic drugs, or who
has been guilty of any crine involving noral turpitude or of
I nfanous or notoriously disgraceful conduct, or who has been
di sm ssed from public service for delinquency or m sconduct in
office, or who is affiliated with any group whose politics or
activities are subversive to the formof governnment set forth in
the Constitution and laws of the United States and Pennsyl vani a.

| f any applicant or person feels hinself aggrieved by the
action of the comm ssion in refusing to examne himor to
certify himas eligible after exam nation, the comm ssion shall,
at the request of such person, within ten (10) days appoint a
time and place where he nay appear personally and by counsel.
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Wher eupon, the conmi ssion shall then reviewits refusal to meke
such exam nation or certification and take such testinony as may
be offered. The decision of the conm ssion shall be final.

Section 638. Manner of Filling Appointnents.--Every position
or enploynment in the police force or as paid operators of fire
appar atus except that of chief of police or chief of the fire
departnment or equivalent shall be filled only in the follow ng
manner: the township conmm ssioners shall notify the conmm ssion
of any vacancy which is to be filled and shall request the
certification of a list of eligibles. The conm ssion shal
certify for each existing vacancy fromthe eligible Iist the
nanmes of three persons thereon who have received the highest
average. The townshi p comm ssioners shall, thereupon, wth sole
reference to the nerits and fitness of the candi dates, make an
appoi ntnent fromthe three nanes certified unless they nake
objections to the conm ssion as to one or nore of the persons so
certified for any of the reasons stated in section 637 of this
subdi vi si on. Shoul d such objections be sustained by the
comm ssion, as provided in said section, the conm ssion shall
t her eupon stri ke the name of such person fromthe eligible |ist
and certify the next highest nanme for each nane stricken off. As
each subsequent vacancy occurs in the sanme or another position,
precisely the sane procedure shall be foll owed.

A vacancy in an existing position in the police force or as a
pai d operator of fire apparatus which occurs as a result of
retirement, resignation, disability or death nmay be filled by
the townshi p comm ssioners by the reappoi ntnent or reinstatenent
of a fornmer enploye of the police force or fire departnent who
had previously conplied with the provisions of this section. No
exam nation, other than a physical exam nation as directed by
the Gvil Service Conm ssion, shall be required in a case of
reappoi ntnment or reinstatenment to the force or departnment with
whi ch the enpl oye previously served, except at the discretion of
t he townshi p conm ssioners or as otherw se required by |aw

In the case of a vacancy in the office of chief of police or
chief of the fire departnent or equivalent official, the
t ownshi p conm ssi oners nmay nom nate a person to the conmm ssion.
It shall thereupon becone the duty of the comm ssion to subject
such person to a non-conpetitive examnation and if such person
shall be certified by the comm ssion as qualified he nay then be
appointed to such position and thereafter shall be subject to
all the provisions of this subdivision.

(638 anended Dec. 14, 1992, P.L.863, No.136)

Section 639. Age; Applicant's Residence.--No person shall be
eligible to apply for exam nation unless he is nore than
ei ghteen years of age at the date of application. The
conmi ssioners may, at their option, accept applications from
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non-resi dents of the township and may, by ordi nance, require
non-resi dent policenen and firenen to becone residents of the
townshi p after appointnent to such positions.

(639 anended June 16, 1972, P.L.429, No. 126)

Section 640. Probation Period.--Al original appointnents to
any position in the police force or as paid operators of fire
apparatus shall be for a probationary period of not |ess than
six nonths and not nore than one year, but during the
probati onary period an appointee nmay be disnmissed only for a
cause specified in subdivision 637 of this subsection. If at the
cl ose of a probationary period the conduct or fitness of the
probati oner has not been satisfactory to the township
conm ssi oners, the probationer shall be notified in witing that
he will not receive a permanent appointnent. Thereupon, his
appoi ntnent shall cease; otherwi se, his retention shall be
equi val ent to a pernmanent appoi ntnent.

(640 anended May 17, 1972, P.L.293, No.72)

Section 641. Provisional Appointnments.--Wenever there are
urgent reasons for the filling of a vacancy in any position in
the police force and there are no nanes on the eligible list for
such appoi ntnment, the township comm ssioners may nom hate a
person to the conm ssion for non-conpetitive exam nation and if
such nom nee shall be certified by the conm ssion as qualified
after such non-conpetitive exanm nati on he may be appoi nted
provisionally to fill such vacancy. It shall thereupon becone
the duty of the comm ssion within three weeks to hold a
conpetitive exam nation and certify a |list of eligibles and a
regul ar appoi ntnment shall then be nade fromthe nane or nanes
subm tted by the conm ssion: Provided, however, That nothing
herein contai ned shall prevent the appointnent w thout
exam nation of persons tenporarily as police officers in cases
of riot or other emergency or of operators of fire apparatus in
enmer gency cases.

Section 642. Pronotions.--Pronotions shall be based on
nmerits to be ascertained by examnations to be prescribed by the
comm ssion. Al questions, relative to pronotions shall be
practical in character and such as wll fairly test the nerit
and fitness of persons seeking pronotion.

The townshi p comm ssioners shall have power to determne in
each instance whether an increase in salary shall constitute a
pronoti on.

Section 643. Physical Exam nations.--All applicants for
exam nation shall undergo a physical exam nation as provided in
section 635 which shall be conducted under the supervision of a
doct or of nedicine appointed by the comm ssion. No person shal
be eligible for appointnment until said doctor certifies that the
applicant is free fromany bodily or nental defects, deformty
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or disease that m ght incapacitate himfromthe di scharge of the
duties of the position desired.

(643 anmended Dec. 4, 1980, P.L.1101, No. 188)

Section 644. Renovals.--No person enployed in any police or
fire force of any township shall be suspended, renoved or
reduced in rank except for the follow ng reasons: (1) physical
or mental disability affecting his ability to continue in
service, in which cases the person shall receive an honorabl e
di scharge fromservice; (2) neglect or violation of any official
duty; (3) violation of any law of this Conmonweal th which
provi des that such violation constitutes a m sdeneanor or
felony; (4) inefficiency, neglect, intenperance, disobedience of
orders, or conduct unbecom ng an officer; (5) intoxication while
on duty; (6) engaging or participating in conducting of any
political or election canmpaign otherwi se than to exercise his
own right of suffrage. A person so enployed shall not be renoved
for religious, racial or political reasons. A witten statenent
of any charges made agai nst any person so enpl oyed shall be
furni shed to such person within five days after the sane are
filed wwth the comm ssion.

| f for reasons of econony or other reasons it shall be deened
necessary by any township to reduce the nunber of paid enpl oyes
of the police or fire force, then such township shall apply the
foll owi ng procedure: (a) if there are any enployes eligible for
retirenment under the terns of any retirenent or pension |aw,

t hen such reduction in nunbers shall be nade by retirenent if
the party to be retired exceeds the maxi num age as defined in
the act of COctober 27, 1955 (P.L.744, No.222), known as the
"Pennsyl vani a Human Rel ations Act"; (b) if the nunber of paid
enpl oyes in the police or fire forces eligible to retirenent is
I nsufficient to effect the necessary reduction in nunbers or if
there are no persons eligible for retirenment or if no retirenent
or pension fund exists, then the reduction shall be effected by
furl oughing the person or persons, including probationers, |ast
appointed to the respective force. Such renoval shall be
acconpl i shed by furloughing in nunerical order commencing wth
the person | ast appointed until such reduction shall have been
acconplished. In the event the said police force shall again be
I ncreased, the enployes furloughed shall be reinstated in the
order of their seniority in the service. The provisions of this
paragraph as to reductions in force shall not apply to any chief
of police.

(644 anended July 7, 1983, P.L.38, No.20 and May 9, 1984,

P. L. 251, No.55; the Act 1984-55 anendnment overl ooked the
amendnent by Act 1983-20)

Section 645. Hearings on D sm ssals and Reduction.--If the

person suspended, renoved or reduced in rank shall demand a
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hearing by the comm ssion, the demand shall be nade to the

comm ssion. Such person may nmeke witten answers to any charges
filed against himnot later than the day fixed for hearing. The
comm ssion shall grant hima hearing which shall be held within
a period of ten days fromthe filing of charges in witing

unl ess continued by the comm ssion for cause at the request of
t he townshi p conm ssioners or the accused. At any such hearing,
t he person agai nst whom the charges are nade may be present in
person and by counsel. The township commr ssioners, or the chi ef
of police when the township comm ssioners are not in session,
may suspend any such person w thout pay pending the

determ nation of the charges against him but in the event the
comm ssion fails to uphold the charges, then the person sought
to be suspended, renoved or denoted shall be reinstated with
full pay for the period during which he was suspended, renpved
or denoted, and no charges shall be officially recorded agai nst
his record.

A stenographic record of all testinony taken at such hearings
shall be filed with and preserved by the comm ssion, which
record shall be sealed and not be available for public
I nspection in the event the charges are di sm ssed.

In the event the comm ssion shall sustain the charges and
order the suspension, renoval or reduction in rank, the person
suspended, renoved or reduced in rank shall have i medi ate right
of appeal to the court of common pleas of the county and the
case shall there be determned as the court deens proper. No
order of suspension nade by the comm ssion shall be for a | onger
peri od than one year. Such appeal shall be taken within sixty
days fromthe date of entry by the comm ssion of its final order
and shall be by petition. Upon such appeal being taken and
docketed, the court of common pleas shall fix a day for a
hearing and shall proceed to hear the appeal on the original
record and such additional proof or testinony as the parties
concerned nay desire to offer in evidence. The decision of the
court affirmng or reversing the decision of the comm ssion
shall be final and the enploye shall be suspended, discharged,
denoted or reinstated in accordance wth the order of the court.

The townshi p comm ssioners and the person sought to be
suspended, renoved or denoted shall at all tines have the right
to enpl oy counsel before the comm ssion and upon appeal to the
court of common pl eas.

(645 repealed in part June 3, 1971, P.L.118, No. 6)

Section 646. Present Enpl oyes Exenpted.--All appointnents in
the police or fire forces of townships, including the chief of
police or equivalent official, upon the effective date of this
act, shall continue to hold their positions and shall not be
required to take any exam nation under the provisions of this
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act except such as may be required for pronotion: Provided,
however, That this section shall not be construed to apply to
persons enpl oyed tenporarily in emergency cases.

Section 647. Discrimnation on Account of Political or
Religious Affiliations.--No question in any form of application
for examnation or in any exam nation shall be so franed as to
elicit information concerning the political or religious
opi ni ons of any applicant nor shall inquiry be nmade concerning
such opinion or affiliations and all disclosures thereof shall
be di scount enanced.

No discrimnation shall be exercised, threatened or prom sed
by any person against or in favor of any applicant or enpl oye
because of political or religious opinions or affiliations or
race, and no offer or prom se of reward, favor or benefit,
directly or indirectly, shall be nade to or received by any
person for any act done or duty omtted or to be done under this
subdi vision of this article.

Section 648. Penalty.--Any township conm ssioner who by his
vote causes to be appointed any person to the police force or as
a fire apparatus operator contrary to the provisions of this
subdi vi sion, or any townshi p comm ssioner or nenber of the civil
service comm ssion who wilfully refuses to conmply with or
conformto the provisions of this subdivision, shall be deened
guilty of a m sdeneanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be
sentenced to pay a fine not exceedi ng one hundred dollars ($100)
or suffer inprisonment not exceeding three nonths, or both.

Section 649. Salaries of Cvil Service Comm ssion.--The
civil service conm ssioners of townships shall receive no
conpensati on.

Section 650. Police Force and Fire Apparatus Qperators
Defined.--Police force as used in this subdivision shall nean a
police force organi zed and operating as prescribed by [aw, the
menbers of which devote their normal working hours to police
duty or duty in connection with the bureau, agencies and
services connected with police protection wrk and who are paid
a stated salary or conpensation for such work by the township.

Fire apparatus operators as used in this subdivision shal
mean any person who operates fire apparatus and devotes his
normal working hours to operating any piece of fire apparatus or
ot her services connected with fire protection work and who is
paid a stated salary or conpensation for such work done by the
t ownshi p.

ARTI CLE VI |
TOMNNSHI P COW SSI ONERS

Section 701. Organization; Failure to Organi ze.--The
t ownshi p conmm ssioners shall organize on the first Mnday of
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January of each even-nunbered year. If the first Monday is a

| egal holiday the neeting shall be held the first day foll ow ng.
They shall assenble for such purpose at their place of neeting
at a tinme convenient to the governing body. Until otherw se

desi gnat ed by ordi nance, the place of neeting shall be the

ol dest polling place in the township.

The board shall organize by the election of one of their
nunber as president and one as a vice-president, who, as |long as
they continue to be comm ssioners, shall hold office until their
successors are elected and qualified. The president, or, in his
absence, the vice-president, shall preside at all neetings of
t he board, and perform such other duties as are specified in
this act or which may be prescribed by ordi nance.

If a majority of the conm ssioners shall not attend at the
organi zati on neeting, those present may adjourn the neeting from
day to day until a nmpjority attend.

| f the township comm ssioners of any township shall fail to
organi ze within ten days fromthe time prescribed by this
section, the court of quarter sessions, upon the petition of ten
regi stered electors, verified by the affidavit of one of the
petitioners, shall issue a rule upon the delinquent
conmi ssioners to show cause why their seats should not be
decl ared vacant. The rule shall be returnable not |ess than five
days fromthe tinme of its issue, and after hearing, the court
may decl are the seats of any delinquent vacant, and appoi nt
others in their stead to hold office for the respective
unexpired terns.

The neeting under this section may be considered as a regul ar
nonthly neeting for the transaction of such business as cones
before it. The first order of business at this neeting shall be
organi zati on of the board. Any action taken or business
transacted other than organi zati on of the conm ssioners as a
board at any organi zation neeting held prior to the effective
date of this anending act, which is invalid for the reason that
the action was taken or business transacted at an organi zation
neeting, is hereby validated and confirned.

(701 anmended Dec. 20, 1991, P.L.402, No.47)

Section 702. Mnthly Meetings, Quorum Voting.--(a) The
board of township conm ssioners shall neet at |east once a
nont h, at such tinme and such place as may be desi gnated by
or di nance.

(b) A mjority of the nmenbers of the board shall constitute
a quorum

(c) A nenber of the board shall not be disqualified from
voting on any issue before the board solely because the nenber
had previously expressed an opinion on the issue in either an
official or unofficial capacity.
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(702 anmended Apr. 2, 2002, P.L.217, No. 22)

Section 703. Conpensation.--Each township comm ssi oner nay
receive a salary, established by ordi nance, of not nore than one
t housand ei ght hundred seventy-five dollars per year in
t ownshi ps having a popul ation of |ess than five thousand, not
nore than two thousand five hundred dollars per year in
t ownshi ps having a popul ation of five thousand or nore but |ess
than ten thousand, not nore than three thousand two hundred
fifty dollars per year in townships having a popul ation of ten
t housand or nore but | ess than fifteen thousand, not nore than
four thousand one hundred twenty-five dollars per year in
t ownshi ps having a popul ation of fifteen thousand or nore but
| ess than twenty-five thousand, not nore than four thousand
three hundred seventy-five dollars per year in townships having
a popul ation of twenty-five thousand or nore but |ess than
thirty-five thousand, and not nore than five thousand dollars
per year in townships having a population of thirty-five
t housand or nore. Such salaries shall be payable nonthly or
quarterly for the duties inposed by the provisions of this act.
Benefits provided to the conm ssioners under section 1502(LXI11)
shal | not be considered pay, salary or conpensation; but paynent
for all or a part of the prem uns or charges for the benefits
shall be in accordance with section 1502(LXII1). The popul ation
shall be determ ned by the |latest available official census
figures, except that no township shall be required to reduce the
salary of a conm ssioner as a result of a decrease in population
or when an increase in salary is authorized pursuant to this
section, the increase nay be applied to the anmount of the salary
of the comm ssioner at the tine such an increase is enacted by
t he board of comm ssioners.

(703 anmended June 12, 2002, P.L.373, No.54)

Section 704. Reports to Auditors.--The township
comm ssioners shall annually, on or before the first day of
February, furnish to the township auditors such accurate
I nformati on concerning the construction, reconstruction,
mai nt enance and repair of the streets and the purchase of
equi pnent and machinery and road m | eage as may be required to
enabl e the auditors to make the annual township report
herei nafter prescri bed.

ARTI CLE VI I
TOMNNSHI P TREASURER

Section 801. Fidelity Bond.--The treasurer of each township
shall give a fidelity and not a surety bond to the Commonweal t h
in a sumto be prescribed by ordinance or resolution and at
| east equal to fifty per centum of the probable anpbunt of the
annual township tax. Such bond shall be subscribed by a surety

http://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/WUO01/LI/L1/US/HTM/1931/0/0331..HTM (40 of 180) [2/17/2009 2:47:19 PM]



Act of Jun. 24, 1931, P.L. 1206, No. 331 Cl. 73 - "FIRST CLASS TOWNSHIP CODE, THE"

conpany or conpani es duly authorized to do business in this
Commonweal th. The bond given by the treasurer shall be
conditioned on a just accounting for and payi ng over all noneys
bel onging to the township funds that nmay cone into his hands, as
treasurer, fromtaxation or otherw se, for the paynent over
thereof only in the manner prescribed by |aw, for the delivery
to his successor in office of all papers, books, docunents, and
other things held in right of his office, for the paynent to
such successor of any balance in noney remaining in his hands or
charged against himin the settlenent of his accounts, and that,
as tax collector of township, county, poor, institution
district, and school taxes, he shall account for and pay over
all noneys received by himas taxes, penalties and interest. The
township treasurer and his sureties shall be discharged from
further liability on any bond as tax collector as soon as all
tax itens, contained in the duplicates delivered to him are
either--(1) collected and paid over to the proper taxing
district; or (2) set forth in schedules filed with or certified
to the proper tax authorities; or (3) returned to the county
commi ssioners for sale of the real estate by the county
treasurer, or returned in accordance wth the Real Estate Tax
Sal e Law approved July 7, 1947, Panphlet Laws 1368; or (4) in
the case of occupation, poll, and per capita taxes, accounted
for by paynent over or by exoneration which shall be granted by
the taxing district upon oath or affirmation that as tax
col l ector he has conplied with section 20 of the Local Tax
Col | ection Law approved May 25th, 1945 (Panphl et Laws 1050). The
township treasurer shall be required to give but one bond, which
shall include his duties as township treasurer and col |l ector of
townshi p, county, school, institution district, and poor taxes,
and shall cover the full termof his office. Should the
townshi p, county, school district, institution district or poor
district be of the opinion at any tine, that the bond given is
not sufficient, additional security nay be required to be given
at the expense of the taxing district requiring the sane. The
treasurer shall not, in any event, be required to give bond or
bonds aggregating an anount in excess of the taxes to be

coll ected by him The bond or bonds given by the township
treasurer shall be for the use of the township, the county, the
institution district, and the school district. Said bond shal

be filed with the townshi p comm ssi oners.

(801 anended July 2, 1953, P.L.326, No.71)

Section 803. Accounts to Be Kept by Treasurer.--Every
townshi p treasurer shall take charge of all township noneys from
all sources, and pronptly deposit the sanme in a bank, banking
institution or trust conpany in the nanme of the township, and
keep distinct accounts of all sunms received fromtaxes and ot her
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sources, which accounts shall at all tinmes be open to the

I nspection of the conmm ssioners and townshi p auditor or
controller. He shall annually state his accounts, and lay the
sane, together with the books and the vouchers, before the
townshi p auditors or controller for audit.

Section 804. Paynent of Moneys on Orders.--The township
treasurer shall pay out the noneys coming into his hands only on
orders, nunbered in the order of their issue, signed by the
president or vice president and attested by the secretary or
assi stant secretary of the board, and designating the
appropriation out of which the orders shall be paid. The
signature of the president or vice-president may be a facsimle
signature. Any township treasurer who shall pay out noneys in
hi s hands except upon such orders, or shall pay out noneys in
excess of the appropriation, shall be allowed no credit in the
settlenent of his accounts for the sumor suns so paid out, nor
shall he have any claimor right of action against the township
t her ef or.

Section 805. Powers as Tax Collector.--The township
treasurer, by virtue of his office as treasurer, shall be tax
collector. He shall collect all county, institution district,

t omnshi p, school, and other taxes, within such township, |evied
by authorities enpowered to |levy taxes. He shall, in addition to
t he powers, duties, and responsibilities enunerated in this act,
have all the powers, performall the duties, and be subject to
all the obligations and responsibilities as are now by | aw
vested in, conferred upon, or inposed upon, collectors of the
several classes of taxes hereinbefore nmentioned.

It is the purpose and intent of this section that no | ocal
taxes shall be collected in any townshi p, except by the
treasurer of the township.

Section 806. Qath.--The treasurer of every township shall
before he enters upon the duties of his office as collector of
taxes for the county, take and subscri be an oath of office and
file the sane in the office of the court of quarter sessions.

Section 807. Special Funds; Penalty.--Wenever any noneys
are collected in any township for any special purpose and are
paid into the hands of the treasurer of such township, it shal
be unlawful for such treasurer to apply such noneys, or any part
t hereof, to any purpose other than that for which such noneys
were coll ected. Every such m sapplication shall be a
m sdenmeanor. Upon conviction of such offense, the treasurer
shal | be punished by a fine of not |ess than the amobunt so
m sapplied, or by inprisonnment for not |less than three nonths
and not nore than one year.

Section 808. Depositories of Township Funds; Sel ection;
Bonds. - - The board of conmm ssioners shall, fromtinme to tine,
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designate, by resolution, a depository or depositories for
townshi p funds. Such depository or depositories shall be banks,
banki ng institutions or trust conpanies |located in the
Commonweal t h.

Depositories so designhated shall, upon receipt of notice of
their selection as a depository of township funds, either
furnish a bond to secure paynent of deposits of township funds
and any interest to the township, with a proper warrant to
confess judgnment in favor of the township, secured by a surety
conpany or individual sureties to be approved by the board of
comm ssioners, or deposit obligations of the United States, or
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania or any political subdivision
thereof, to secure the paynent of township deposits and any
I nterest thereon. Such surety bonds shall be in a sum to be
fi xed by ordinance or resolution, at |east equal to the probable
great est anount of such deposit at any one tine. The market
val ue of deposit bonds shall be, at all tines, at |east equal to
one hundred and twenty per centum of the anobunt of township
funds to be secured. Such deposit bonds shall be acconpani ed by
proper assignments or powers of attorney to transfer the sane.
In the event of the failure of the depository to pay to the
township the full anobunt of such deposits and interest thereon,
such bonds and the proceeds of sale thereof shall belong to the
township until it shall receive therefromthe full anmount of
such deposits and interest thereon, and the township shall have
a prior standing as respects such bonds and be in all respects
preferred to any and all clains except such as have heretofore
been preferred by | aw.

Not hi ng herein contained shall be construed to require a
depository to furnish bond or collateral security to cover the
anount of any deposit to the extent that the sane is insured
with the Federal Deposit |nsurance Corporation.

The township treasurer shall, upon the designation and
qualification of such depository or depositories, imrediately
transfer thereto the township funds, and shall thereafter keep
such deposits solely in such depository or depositories in the
nanme of the township.

No township treasurer conplying with the provisions of this
section, nor his surety or sureties, shall be chargeable with
| osses in townshi p funds caused by the failure or negligence of
such depository or depositories.

ARTI CLE | X
TOMNNSHI P SECRETARY

Section 901. Election of Secretary; Salary.--The board of

comm ssioners in townshi ps shall elect a secretary, who nust not
be a nenber of the board. He shall act as secretary of the
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board, shall be the official keeper of the m nutes, and shall
perform such other duties as are prescribed by ordi nance or
resolution of the board. He shall provide suitable books, the
cost of which shall be paid out of the township funds, wherein
he shall enter all matters of which he is required to keep a
record. His salary shall be fixed by ordi nance or resol ution.

(901 anended Nov. 10, 1999, P.L.513, No.46)

Section 901.1. Assistant Secretary.--Every board of township
comm ssioners may, by resolution, appoint an assistant secretary
who shall, in the absence or disability of the secretary,
performthe duties and exercise the powers of the secretary. The
conpensati on of such an assistant secretary shall be determ ned
by the board of township conm ssioners and he shall give bond in
such an anmount as required by the said board of conm ssioners.
The assistant secretary may be appointed fromthe nenbership of
the board of township conmm ssioners but shall not be any other
of ficer thereof and when so appoi nted, shall not receive
conpensati on for such services and shall be bonded.

(901.1 anended Sept. 2, 1965, P.L.483, No.245)

Section 902. Duties; Penalty.--The secretary of a township
shal |l keep a record of the appropriations made by the township
conmmi ssi oners and the anmbunts chargeabl e thereto. He shal
furnish to any person, so requesting, a statenent show ng the
anount available for future charges agai nst any appropri ated
fund. Any secretary who shall knowingly and wilfully furnish an
i ncorrect statenment shall, upon conviction thereof in a summary
proceedi ng, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than three
hundred dollars and in default of the paynent of such fine and
costs of prosecution shall be inprisoned for thirty days.

Section 903. Records Qpen to Inspection.--The m nute book
and ot her records and docunents of every township shall be open
to the inspection of any taxpayer thereof, his, her, or its
agent, upon demand therefor at any time during business hours.

ARTI CLE X
AUDI TORS

Section 1001. Meetings; General Duties; Conpensation.--The
audi tors of townships shall neet annually, on the day follow ng
the day which is fixed by this act for the organi zati on of the
townshi p comm ssioners, and shall audit, settle, and adjust the
accounts of the township comm ssioners, township treasurer, tax
coll ector, secretary, and other officers and persons receiVing
and di sbursing or authorizing the disbursenent of the noneys of
the township during the preceding fiscal year. The auditors
shall make an audit of the dockets, transcripts, and other
official records of the offices of the justice of the peace of
the township to determ ne the anmounts of fines and costs paid or
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due to the township. Al justices of the peace shall open and
make available to the auditors their dockets, transcripts,
records, and all other official books or papers for the purpose
of the audit: Provided, That in any case where a justice of the
peace charges a fine contrary to ordi nances, or to any act which
makes such fine payable to the township, the said auditors have
t he power to surcharge such justices of the peace in any anount
or anmpunts undercharged as set forth in said ordi nances or act.
Two auditors shall constitute a quorum Each auditor shal
receive twenty dollars ($20) per diemfor each day necessarily
enployed in the duties of his office, to be paid out of funds of
the township. A day shall consist of not less than five hours in
the aggregate. In conpleting their audit, the auditors shall not
be enpl oyed nore than the foll ow ng nunber of days: In townships
havi ng a popul ation of |less than three thousand, twenty days; in
t ownshi ps having a popul ati on of three thousand and nore but

| ess than ten thousand, thirty days; and in townshi ps having a
popul ati on of ten thousand and nore, forty days.

(1001 anended July 31, 1968, P.L.917, No. 276)

Section 1002. Subpoenas; Power to Adm ni ster Qaths;
Penalty.--The auditors of each township may i ssue subpoenas to
obtain the attendance of the officers and persons whose accounts
they are required to adjust, their executors and adm ni strators,
and of any persons whomit nmay be necessary to exam ne as
W t nesses, and to conpel their attendance by attachnent, in |ike
manner as any court of conmon pleas nmay in cases pending before
them and may al so conpel the production of all books, vouchers,
and papers relative to such accounts. Such subpoena and
attachnment shall be issued by a justice of the peace and be
served and executed by a constable or any township auditor.

The auditors of each township may adm ni ster oaths and
affirmations to all persons brought or appearing before them
whet her accountants, w tnesses, or otherwi se. Al persons guilty
of swearing or affirmng falsely on such exam nation shall be
guilty of perjury.

Section 1003. Surcharges; Auditors' Report; Publication of
Fi nancial Statenents.--The auditors shall conplete their audit,
settlenent, and adjustnment within as short a tinme as possible,
and shall file copies thereof with the secretary of the
township, the clerk of the court or the prothonotary, as nmay be
provi ded by local rules of court, the Departnent of Conmunity
Affairs and the Departnent of H ghways not |ater than ninety
days after the close of the fiscal year. Any officer or person
whose act or neglect has contributed to the financial |oss of
the township shall be surcharged by the auditors with the anount
of such loss. They shall, within ten days after the conpletion
of their report, publish, by advertisenment in at |east one

http://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/WUO01/LI/L1/US/HTM/1931/0/0331..HTM (45 of 180) [2/17/2009 2:47:19 PM]



Act of Jun. 24, 1931, P.L. 1206, No. 331 Cl. 73 - "FIRST CLASS TOWNSHIP CODE, THE"

newspaper of general circulation published in the township, or
I f no newspaper is published therein, then in one newspaper
circulating generally in the township a concise financial
statenent setting forth the balance in the treasury at the
begi nning of the preceding fiscal year; all revenues received
during the fiscal year by major classifications; all
expendi tures nade during the fiscal year by nmajor functions, and
the current resources and liabilities of the township at the end
of the fiscal year; the gross liability and net debt of the
townshi p; the anmount of the assessed val uation of the township;
the assets of the township with the character and val ue thereof;
the date of the last maturity of the respective forns of funded
debt and the assets in the sinking fund. The auditors' report
and financial statenment shall be nmade on uniform forns prepared
and furni shed, as provided in section 1701la of this act. The
auditors' report and financial statenent shall be signed by all
of the auditors and the auditors' report shall be duly verified
by the oath of one of the auditors. Any auditor refusing or
wilfully neglecting to file an auditors' report shall, upon
conviction thereof, in a sumary proceedi ng be sentenced to pay
a fine of five dollars for each day's delay beyond the tine
fixed herein for the filing of such report and costs. Al fines
recovered shall be for the use of the Commobnwealt h.

(1003 anended Dec. 17, 1986, P.L.1689, No.200)

Conpiler's Note: Section 301(a)(16) of Act 58 of 1996, which
created the Departnent of Community and Econom c
Devel opnent and abol i shed the Departnent of Comrunity
Affairs, provided that all other powers and duties
del egated to the Departnent of Community Affairs not
ot herwi se expressly transferrred el sewhere by Act 58 and
currently perfornmed by the Departnment of Community
Affairs under section 1003 are transferred to the
Departnent of Community and Econom c Devel opnent.
Section 1004. Canceling Orders.--The auditors shall cancel
all orders and vouchers presented to them which they find have
been paid, by witing the word "audited" on the face thereof.
Section 1005. Penalty for Failure to PerformDuty. --Any
audi tor neglecting or refusing to conply with the precedi ng
provisions of this article shall pay a penalty of one hundred
dollars, to be recovered by suit, instituted in the nanme of the
t ownshi p, upon the conplaint of any taxpayer, in the sanme manner
as debts of |ike anmount are recoverable. Any penalty recovered
shall be paid into the treasury of the township.
Section 1006. Enpl oynent and Conpensation of Attorney.--The
auditors, in case of a disagreenent with any official or board
of officials whose accounts they are required to audit, nay
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enpl oy an attorney. Such attorney shall not be enployed until
reasonabl e effort to reach an agreenent has been nmade, and only
after notice of their intention so to do has been given to said
official or board of officials. The conpensation for such
attorney shall be fixed by the auditors, and shall not exceed
thirty dollars, unless an appeal is taken to the courts, in

whi ch case the court shall fix the additional conpensation for
the attorney. The conpensation for said attorney shall be paid
out of the general fund, by a warrant drawn by the auditors upon
the township treasurer

Section 1007. Balances Due to Be Entered as Judgnents. -- Any
bal ance, in any report of the auditors, against any officer of
the township shall constitute a surcharge agai nst such officer
as fully as if expressly stated in said report to be a
surcharge. Unless an appeal is taken as hereinafter provided,
the auditors shall direct the clerk of the court of quarter
sessions to certify the anmount of every such bal ance or
surcharge to the court of conmon pleas and the prothonotary
shal |l enter the sanme as a judgnment agai nst such officer and in
favor of the township.

Section 1008. Collection of Surcharges.--The auditors or any
regi stered el ector or taxpayer of the township nmay enforce the
collection of a judgnent entered for a surcharge for the benefit
of the township, by any appropriate action or execution, upon
filing in the court of common pleas a bond, with one or nore
sureties (in the case of a registered el ector or taxpayer),
conditioned to indemify the township fromall costs which nmay
accrue in the proceedi ngs undertaken by such regi stered el ector
or taxpayer, subject, however, to all rights of appeal fromthe
report of the auditors granted by this article.

Section 1009. Appeals from Report.--The townshi p, or any
regi stered el ector or taxpayer thereof on its behal f, or any
of ficer or person whose account is settled or audited by the
township auditors, may appeal fromany settlenent or audit to
the court of comon pleas within forty-five days after the
settlement has been filed in the court of quarter sessions.

Section 1010. Appeal Bond.--No appeal by a registered
el ector or taxpayer or officer shall be allowed unless the
appel l ant shall enter into a recogni zance to prosecute the sane
with effect, and to pay all costs accruing thereon in case, if
t he appellant be a registered el ector or taxpayer, he shall fail
to obtain a final decision nore favorable to the township than
that awarded by the auditors, or in case the appellant be an
accounting officer, he shall fail to obtain a final decision
nore favorable to the officer than that awarded by the auditors.

Section 1011. Intervention by Taxpayers.--(1011 repeal ed
Apr. 28, 1978, P.L.202, No.53)
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Section 1012. Consolidation of Appeals.--Wen nore than one
appeal fromthe report of the auditors is taken, whether by the
townshi p, an officer or officers thereof, or by a registered
el ector or taxpayer, the court may on its own notion and shall,
upon petition of any party interested, direct that the several
appeal s be consol i dat ed.

Section 1013. Testinony and Argunent.--Any person interested
may order the appeal upon the argunent |ist, and evidence may be
t aken by deposition.

Section 1014. Franed |Issues. --Wenever any matter of fact is
in dispute, the court of conmmon pleas is authorized to frame an
I ssue for the trial thereof.

Section 1015. Prima Facie Evidence.--The accounts of the
officer in question may be investigated de novo. The figures and
facts found and stated by the auditors in their report of audit
shal |l be taken as prima facie correct, as against any such
officer, and the burden shall be upon each officer whose
accounts are in question to establish the validity of the
credits which he clains.

Section 1016. Judgnent.--After hearing, the court shall file
its findings of fact and | aw and enter judgnent in accordance
therewith, and the judgnent so entered may be enforced by any
appropriate proceedi ngs by any auditor, officer, registered
el ector, or taxpayer of the township.

Section 1017. Cost.--1n all cases of appeal fromthe report
or audit of the township auditors to the court of common pl eas,
the costs shall abide the event of the suit as in other cases.

Section 1018. Appeals.--Any person interested may except to
the rulings of the court.

(1018 repealed in part June 3, 1971, P.L.118, No.6)

Section 1019. Counsel Fees.--Wen an appeal is taken from
the township auditor's report or settlenent of the accounts of
any public officer, in accordance with the laws rel ating
t hereto, and such appeal results favorably to the appellants in
such a manner that noney is recovered for any township, the
court hearing such appeal shall nake an order to pay a counse
f ee.

ARTI CLE Xl
CONTRCOLLER

Section 1101. QGath and Bond of Controller.--The township
controller, where such office has been created, shall, before
entering upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe the
oath prescribed by this act for township officers, and shal
give bond to the township, with a surety conmpany or ot her
conpany authorized by law to act as surety, to be approved by
t he board of commi ssioners, in the sumof twenty thousand
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dollars, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duties,
and to adequately protect the township fromany illegal or
unfaithful action by the controller. The cost of such bond shall
be paid by the township.

The township controller may, at the instance of a taxpayer,
and by rule upon himfor that purpose, be conpelled to justify
his bond as to the anobunt thereof before the court