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Experience in Sublette County, Wyoming

Sublette County is the largest gas-producing county in Wyoming, accounting for 44 percent of the state’s gas production in 2006. Unlike the North Texas play, Sublette County is a very rural area with a population of only 5,920 in 2000. The small population size means that the impacts of natural gas development are much more apparent than those of the Barnett Shale.

Studies in the county have demonstrated that gas exploration and drilling has had a direct and significant influence on the county’s population, affecting almost all sectors of the community including housing construction, the demand for public services and culture. They found that much of the oil and gas employment was transient (not

local citizens). For example, during development of the gas fields, a little over half (53 percent) of the workers were living in camps or motels. Housing needs have proven to be a constraint on local hiring because the high cost of living and saturated housing market inhibits new employees from finding places to live. Reports found that the availability of housing unmistakably affects non-resident workers desire to move into the county.

A wage and salary study in the county also found that the highest paying jobs are gas field jobs, which generate significant opportunities for employees. This also creates challenges for existing businesses, which must pay higher wages to keep their existing workers. The gas field jobs offer nearly unlimited opportunity for overtime along with substantial opportunities for wage advancement. Seasonal fluctuations in employment and unemployment have effectively stopped due to the continuous nature of the gas industry.

Natural gas drilling has had significant affects on the local governments and school districts as well. Due to the population increase, including a dramatic increase in the number of school students, the county government and schools have acquired major infrastructure expenses. In addition to increased costs of municipal infrastructure the non-violent crime rate has increased in Sublette County, particularly for driving under the influence, drug possession and larceny.



