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COUNTY CODE, THE

Act of Aug. 9, 1955, P.L. 323, No. 130

AN ACT

Relating to counties of the first, third, fourth,
seventh and ei ghth classes; anendi ng, revising,

si Xt h,

consol i dating
and changing the laws relating thereto; relating to

i nposition of excise taxes by counties, including authorizing
i nposition of an excise tax on the rental of notor vehicles

by counties of the first class; and providing for
renai ssance initiatives. (Title anmended June 25,

P.L. 182, No.25)
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3. Roads, Tunnels, Subways and Under ground
Roads ......... ... ... . . . . . . . ..
4. Ceneral Provisions ................0......
(b) Vacation as County Roads .................
(c) Continuous H ghways from One County to
Another . ...... . .. .. ...
(d) County Aid to Municipalities and Townshi ps
(€) Detours ...
(f) Protection of Roads ......................
Article XXVI11. Actions by and Agai nst Counties
(Repealed) ....... . ..
Article XXX. Sout hwestern Pennsyl vani a Regi onal

Renai ssance Initiative .......... .. ...,

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
()
(9)
(h)

Article XXX X

The CGener al

Prelimnary Provisions ...................
Regional Gowh Fund .....................
Regi onal Renai ssance Authority ...........
Bonds and Funds of Authority .............
Addi tional Sales and Use Taxes ...........
Increase in Hotel Tax ....................
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Acts of Assenbly Repealed ........

hereby enacts as foll ows:

Section 101.

ARTI CLE
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

2730-2734
2740- 2745
2750

2753

2756-2770
2775-2777
2781-2787

2801- 2807

3011- 3081

3011- 3013
3021-3022
3031- 3039
3041- 3044
3051- 3057
3061- 3064
3071-3072

3081

3901- 3903

Assenbly of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

Short Title.--This act shall be known and may

be cited as "The County Code." The provisions of this act shal

beconme effective January one,

Si X.

Section 102.

Applicability.--(a)

one thousand nine hundred fifty-

Except incidentally, as in

sections 108, 201, 210, 211 and 1401 or as provided in Article

XXX, this act does not apply to counties of the first,

or second cl asses.

(b)

Except where otherw se specifically [imted,
applies to all counties of the third, fourth, fifth,
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seventh and ei ghth cl asses.

(102 anended July 14, 2005, P.L.312, No.57)

Section 103. Excluded Provisions.--This act does not include
any provisions of, and shall not be construed to repeal:

(1) The Municipal Borrow ng Law, approved June twenty-five,
one thousand nine hundred forty-one (Panphlet Laws 159).

(2) The Pennsylvania El ecti on Code, approved June three, one
t housand nine hundred thirty-seven (Panphlet Laws 1333).

(3) ((3) repealed Sep. 19, 1961, P.L.1495, No.638)

(4) The Local Health Adm nistration Law, approved August
twenty-four, one thousand nine hundred fifty-one (Panphlet Laws
1304) .

(5) The Municipal Uncl ai ned Moneys Act, approved My
sevent een, one thousand nine hundred forty-nine (Panphlet Laws

1403) .

(6) Any lawrelating to the collection of nunicipal and tax
cl ai ns.

(7) Except as provided under subdivision (e) of Article
XVIl, any law relating to the assessnent and val uati on of

property and persons for taxation. ((7) amended Nov. 9, 2006,
P. L. 1350, No. 142)

(8 Any lawrelating to the giving of county consent to
public utility corporations.

(9) Any lawrelating to State hi ghways.

(10) Any law relating to the validation of elections, bonds,
resol uti ons and accounts of corporate officers.

(11) Any law relating to collections by county officers of
noneys for the Commonweal th, and the issuance of State |icenses.
(12) Any law relating to the governnment and regul ati on of

jails, prisons and other correctional institutions and the
comm tnment thereto, and mai ntenance and care of prisoners or
I nmat es t herein.

(13) Any law relating to civil and crim nal procedure,
except special provisions concerning action.

(14) Any law relating to joint county and nuni ci pal
bui | di ngs and wor ks.

(15) Any law relating to county libraries, except |aw
i brari es.

(16) Any law relating to the recordi ng of deeds, nortgages
or other instrunments in witing.

(17) Any lawrelating to the re-binding, re-indexing and
transcri bing of records in county offices.

(18) Any lawrelating to the fees of county officers, except
as any such acts are repeal ed by section two thousand nine
hundred one of this act.

(19) Any tenporary |aw.

(20) Any anendnent or supplenent of any of the laws referred
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toin this section.
(21) The Public Uility Law, approved May twenty-eight, one
t housand ni ne hundred thirty-seven (Panphlet Laws 1053).

Compiler's Note: Act 142 of 2006 anended section 103(7) of
the County Code. Section 6 of Act 142 provides that the
anendnent is to apply retroactively to real property
assessnments for taxes levied and collected for fiscal
periods of political subdivisions beginning on or after
January 1, 2005, and section 4 prohibits the amendnent
frombeing interpreted either as authorizing, ratifying,
or affirmng any assessnent of signs or sign structures
as real property, or as creating an inplication that The
CGeneral County Assessnent Law, the act of May 22, 1933
(P.L.853, No.155), should not be applied uniformy.

Section 104. Saving Clause.--(a) The provisions of this
act, as far as they are the sane as those of existing |aws,
shall be construed as a continuation of such |laws, and not as
new enactnents. The repeal by this act of any provisions of |aw,
shall not revive any | aw heretofore repeal ed or superseded, nor
af fect the existence or class of any county heretofore created.
The provisions of this act shall not affect any act done,
liability incurred, or right accrued or vested, nor affect any
suit or prosecution, pending or to be instituted, to enforce any
right or penalty, or punish any offense under the authority of
such repeal ed | aws.

(b) Al resolutions, regulations and rul es, nmade pursuant to
any act of Assenbly repealed by this act, shall continue with
the sane force and effect as if such act had not been repeal ed.
All local acts of Assenbly applying to particular counties, not
specifically repeal ed, shall continue in force, and any
provisions of this act inconsistent therewth shall not apply to
the counties affected by such I ocal |aws, unless such
application is clearly indicated.

(c) Al acts and parts of acts of Assenbly relating to
counties, or to particular classes of counties, in force at the
time of the adoption of this act, and not repeal ed hereby, shall
remain in force in the sane manner and with the sane effect as
prior to the adoption of this act.

Section 105. Holding of Ofice.--Any person holding elective
of fice under any act of Assenbly repealed by this act shal
continue to hold such office until the expiration of the term
t hereof, subject to the conditions and salary attached to such
office prior to the passage of this act.

Section 106. Construction of References.--Wenever in this
act reference is made to any act by title, or nanme, such
reference shall also apply to and include any codifications
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wherein the provisions of the act referred to are substantially
reenacted or to reenactnents, revisions or amendnents of the
act.

Section 107. Constitutional Construction.--The provisions of
this act shall be severable, and, if any of its provisions are
held to be unconstitutional, the decision of the court shall not
affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this act. It
I's hereby declared as a legislative intent that this act would
have been adopted by the General Assenbly had such
unconstitutional provisions not been included therein.

Section 108. Legislation According to Class.--The affairs of
counties are herein and shall hereafter be | egislated for and
regul ated by general |aws, applicable to all counties, or to
particul ar classes, as herein fixed and appointed. Al |aws
adopt ed by the CGeneral Assenbly for one or nore of the cl asses
herein fixed and appoi nted shall be deened to be general | aws.

Section 109. Proceedings for Recovery of Penalties.--Unless
herei n otherw se specifically provided, in every case in which
any pecuniary penalty or forfeiture is inposed by this act, the
proceeding for the recovery of the sane shall be by indictnent
in the court of quarter sessions, or by civil action as debts of
equi val ent anount are by |aw recoverable. Al dernmen or justices
of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any suit or action
for the recovery of any penalty inposed by this act for official
m sconduct. Such suit or action, when brought in the court of
common pl eas, shall have preference for trial over all other
actions.

Section 110. Publication of Legal Notices.--Wenever, under
the provisions of this act, advertisenent, notice or publication
is required to be published in one newspaper, such publication
shall be made in a newspaper of general circulation as defined
by the act, approved May si xteen, one thousand ni ne hundred
twenty-ni ne (Panphl et Laws 1784), known as the "Newspaper
Advertising Act," printed in the county, unless the matter in
connection with which the advertising is being done affects only
a political subdivision, in which case such advertisenent shal
be published in a newspaper printed in such political
subdivision, if there is such a newspaper and, if not, then in a
newspaper circulating generally in such political subdivision.
| f such notice is required to be published in nore than one
newspaper, it shall be published in at |east one newspaper of
general circulation, defined as aforesaid, printed, if there be
such a newspaper, or circulating generally, as above provided in
the county. Wien such notice relates to any proceeding or matter
in any court, or the holding of an election for the increase of
| ndebt edness, or the issue and sale of bonds to be paid by
taxation, such notice shall also be published in the | ega
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newspaper, if any, designated by the rules of court of the
proper county for the publication of |egal notices and
advertisenent, unless such publication be dispensed with by
speci al order of court. Al ordinances, auditors' reports,
controllers' reports, or advertisenents, inviting proposals for
public contracts and for bids for materials and supplies, shal
be published only in newspapers of general circulation, as
her ei nbef ore defi ned.
ARTI CLE 1|
NAMVES AND CORPORATE POWERS
CLASSI FI CATI ON OF COUNTI ES

(a) Division of the State into Counti es;
Cor por at e Power s

Section 201. Enuneration of Counties.--The State shall be
divided into the follow ng sixty-seven naned counties, as now
established by | aw Phil adel phia, Bucks, Chester, Lancaster
Yor k, Cunberl| and, Berks, Northanpton, Bedford, Northunberl and,
West nor el and, Washi ngton, Fayette, Franklin, Montgonery,
Dauphi n, Luzerne, Huntingdon, Allegheny, Mfflin, Delaware,
Lycom ng, Sonerset, G eene, Wayne, Adans, Centre, Beaver,
Butler, Mercer, Crawford, Erie, Warren, Venango, Arnmnstrong,

I ndi ana, Jefferson, MKean, Cearfield, Potter, Tioga, Canbria,
Bradf ord, Susquehanna, Schuylkill, Lehigh, Lebanon, Col unbi a,
Uni on, Pike, Perry, Juniata, Mnroe, Carion, dinton, Wom ng,
Carbon, Elk, Blair, Sullivan, Forest, Lawence, Fulton, Montour,
Snyder, Caneron and Lackawanna.

Section 202. General Powers.--Each county shall have
capacity as a body corporate to:

(1) Have succession perpetually by its corporate nane.

(2) Sue and be sued and conplain and defend in all proper
courts by the name of the county of G e e

(3) Purchase, acquire by gift or othermnse hol d, | ease, |et
and convey such real and personal property as shall be deened to
be for the best interests of the county.

(4) Make contracts for carrying into execution the | ans
relating to counties and for all |awful purposes.

(5) Have and use a seal which shall be in the custody of the
comm ssioners thereof. The official acts of the conm ssioners
shal | be authenticated therewith. The conm ssi oners nay
prescri be the formof such seal.

(6) To nmake appropriations for any purpose authorized by
this or any other act of the General Assenbly.

(202 anmended Jun. 30, 1969, P.L.113, No.45)

Section 203. Vesting of Corporate Power.--The corporate
power of each county shall be vested in a board of county
conmmi ssi oners.
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(b) dassification

Section 210. Counties Divided Into Nine C asses.--For the
pur poses of legislation and the regulation of their affairs,
counties of this Conmonweal th, now in existence and those
hereafter created, shall be divided into nine classes as
fol | ows:

(1) First Cass Counties, those having a popul ati on of
1, 500, 000 i nhabitants and over.

(2) Second C ass Counties, those having a popul ation of
800, 000 and nore but |ess than 1,500, 000 i nhabitants.

(2.1) Second Cass A Counties, those having a popul ati on of
500, 000 and nore but | ess than 800, 000 i nhabitants.

(3) Third dass Counties, those having a popul ati on of
210, 000 and nore but | ess than 500, 000 inhabitants.

(4) Fourth dass Counties, those having a popul ati on of
145, 000 and nore but |ess than 210, 000 i nhabitants.

(5) Fifth dass Counties, those having a popul ati on of
95, 000 and nore but |ess than 145,000 i nhabitants.

(6) Sixth Cass Counties, those having a popul ati on of
45,000 and nore but |ess than 95,000 i nhabitants and those
havi ng a popul ation of 35,000 and nore but |ess than 45, 000
i nhabi tants whi ch by ordi nance or resolution of the Board of
County Commi ssioners elect to be a county of the sixth class.

(7) Seventh O ass Counties, those having a popul ati on of
20,000 or nore but |ess than 45,000 inhabitants and those havi ng
a popul ation of 35,000 and nore but |ess than 45,000 i nhabitants
whi ch have not elected to be a county of the sixth class.

(8 Eighth Cass Counties, those having a popul ation of |ess
t han 20, 000 i1 nhabi t ants.

(210 anmended Dec. 17, 2001, P.L.919, No.107)

Conpiler's Note: Section 7 of Act 107 of 2001, which anended
section 210, provided that any county whose
classification upon the effective date of section 7 would
be advanced fromits classification during the preceding
decade as a result of the anmendnent of section 210 shal
retain the classification of the county existing during
t he precedi ng decade unl ess the Board of County
Commi ssioners of the county el ects by ordi nance or
resolution to advance its classification. Section 8 of
Act 107 provided that prior to January 1, 2002, the
Governor shall notify, in accordance with section 211(b),
t he board of county comm ssioners of the anendnent of
section 210 and of the effect of that anendnent.

Section 211. Ascertainnment, Certification and Effect of

Change of Class.--(a) The classification of counties shall be
ascertai ned and fixed according to their popul ation by reference
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fromtinme to time to the decennial United States census as
herei nafter provided, deducting therefromthe nunber of persons
residing on any | ands that have been ceded to the United States.

(b) \Whenever it shall appear by any such census that any
county has attained a population entitling it to an advance in
classification, or whenever it shall appear by the last two
precedi ng censuses that a county has heretofore or hereafter
decreased in population so as to recede in classification, as
herein prescribed, it shall be the duty of the Governor, under
the great seal of this Commonwealth, to certify that fact
accordingly, to the board of county comm ssioners on or before
the first day of October of the year succeeding that in which
t he census was taken or as soon thereafter as may be, which
certificate shall be forwarded by the conm ssioners to the
recorder of deeds and be recorded in his office.

It is the intent of this section that the classification of
any county shall not be changed because its popul ati on has
decreased at the tine of one United States decennial census,
because it is recognized that a change in the form of | ocal
governnment is attended by certain expense and hardship, and such
change shoul d not be occasioned by a tenporary fluctuation in
popul ati on, but rather only after it is denonstrated by two
censuses that the population of a county has renmai ned bel ow t he
mnimumfigure of its class for at |east a decade.

(c) Changes of class ascertained and certified as af oresaid
shal | becone effective on the first day of January next
follow ng the year in which the change was so certified by the
Governor to the county conm ssioners but the salaries of county
officers shall not thereby be increased or decreased during the
termfor which they shall have been elected. In the nunici pal
el ection followi ng such certification of change of class and
precedi ng the effective date of such change, the proper nunber
of persons shall be elected to fill any elective office which
will exist in the county by the change of classification
certified. No election shall be held for any office which wll
be abolished as a result of such change of classification.

(211 anmended Aug. 22, 1961, P.L.1048, No.478)

Conmpiler's Note: Section 8 of Act 107 of 2001, which anended
section 210, provided that prior to January 1, 2002, the
Governor shall notify, in accordance with section 211(b),
the board of county comm ssioners of the anendnent and of
the effect of that anmendnent.

ARTI CLE |11
FI XI NG AND RELOCATI NG LI NES AND BOUNDARI ES

Section 301. Petition to Superior Court.--(a) The boundary
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| i ne between any two or nore adjoi ning counties may be
determ ned, surveyed, relocated or marked in the manner provi ded
by this article. ((a) repealed in part Apr. 28, 1978, P.L.202,
No. 53)

(b) Such a proceeding shall be instituted on petition of any
t axpayer, the county conm ssioners or the corporate authorities
of any political subdivision of any of the counties invol ved.

Conpiler's Note: Section 3 of Act 223 of 1970 provided that
section 301 is repealed insofar as it vests jurisdiction
and powers in the Superior Court and such jurisdiction
and powers are vested by Act 223 in the Commonweal t h
Court.

Section 302. Superior Court to Designate Neutral Court;
Appoi nt nrent of Commi ssion.--(a) The court, upon the filing of
such petition, shall designate a court of a county not affected
by the question and not adjoining any of the counties involved
to act in the proceeding. The court so designated shall sit in
Its honme county. ((a) repealed in part Apr. 28, 1978, P.L.202,
No. 53)

(b) If it appears to the court so designated that the county
line, or any part thereof, shall be surveyed or marked, it shall
appoi nt a conmm ssion, conposed of three surveyors or
prof essi onal engineers in civil engineering, to act for the
court as hereinafter provided.

Conmpiler's Note: Section 2 of Act 53 of 1978 provided that
upon petition the Commonwealth Court shall designate the
court having jurisdiction under section 302. Al actions
by or against a county shall be conducted by the board of
comm ssi oners.

Conpiler's Note: Section 3 of Act 223 of 1970 provided that
section 302 is repealed insofar as it vests jurisdiction
and powers in the Superior Court and such jurisdiction
and powers are vested by Act 223 in the Commonweal th
Court.

Section 303. Conpensation, Assistants and Expenses.--(a)
The surveyors or professional engineers in civil engineering
conposi ng such conm ssion shall each receive such conpensati on
as the court shall fix for the tinme necessarily spent in the
di scharge of their duties and, in addition thereto, shall be
rei mbursed the necessary expenses incurred by themrespectively
whi | e engaged upon the work of such conmm ssion.

(b) The comm ssion may enpl oy such assistants as the court
shall allow, at a conpensation to be fixed by the court, and
such assistants shall be reinbursed the actual necessary
expenses incurred by themrespectively while enployed by such
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conmi ssi on.

(c) Al costs, including the necessary expenses of
advertising the nmeeting of the comm ssioners as hereinafter
provided, and in procuring and setting the nonunments needful to
mark in a permanent manner such county |ine, the expenses of the
comm ssion and its assistants and all other expenses necessarily
i ncurred, shall be paid by the interested counties jointly, in
equal parts, or by any party or parties to the proceeding as the
court may direct, upon presentation of properly itemzed bills,
duly verified by affidavit of the person claimng paynent or
sonme one on his behal f.

Section 304. Qath; Organization and Duties.--(a) The
menbers of the comm ssion shall take and subscribe an oath to
performtheir duties inpartially and with fidelity.

(b) The comm ssion shall neet and organi ze within two weeks
of its appointnent. It shall select fromits nenbership a
chairman and al so a secretary who shall keep a full record of
t he proceedi ngs and work of the comm ssion. Before entering upon
Its duties, it shall designate, by advertisenent in not nore
t han two newspapers published in each of the counties concerned,
a tinme and place of neeting, when and where parties interested
shall be heard. After such hearing, it shall, wthout
unr easonabl e del ay, ascertain the |ocation, and survey and mark
wi th suitable nonunents of a permanent character the existing
county |line between such counties, if it shall consider such old
county line a proper one.

Compiler's Note: Section 3(3) of Act 76 of 2008 provided
that all acts and parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as
they are inconsistent with Act 76. Section 1 of Act 76
amended 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 11 (relating to general
provi sions) by adding section 1141 (relating to form of
oaths of office), which provides the form of oaths of
office for elected or appointed officials of
muni ci palities.
Section 305. Authority to Fix New County Line.--(a) Wen
t he conm ssion has ascertained, |ocated and determ ned said
line, if it appears to it that the existing county line, from
any cause whatever, has becone inconvenient for any purpose, or
| nproper, difficult to ascertain, or not related to the natura
or other land marks, the comm ssion shall report these facts, or
any of them to the court of quarter sessions having appointed
the comm ssion, with a recomendati on that a new county |ine be
established in whole or in part.
(b) Thereupon, if said court shall be of opinion that it is
to the interest and advantage of the respective counties that a
new county |line be established, they may direct said comm ssion
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to fix and determne a new county line and to mark the same with
sui tabl e nonunents of a permanent character.
(c) Notice shall be given to the counties interested, and to

the owners of all lands which will be affected by the proposed
change, of the tine when the recomendati on of the conm ssion
for a new county line wll be considered by the court.

Section 306. Report of Conm ssion; Approval by Court;
Certification of Line.--(a) The commssion, or a majority
t hereof, shall nake a report, in witing, and attach thereto a
map or draft showi ng the courses and di stances of the |ine
ascertai ned and designated by them as the existing county I|ine,
or where they may have been directed to fix and determ ne a new
county line, such map or draft, in lieu thereof, shall show the
courses and di stances of new county line. In either case, the
map or draft shall also show the | ands through which said Iine
passes and the buildings in close proximty thereto, together
with the roads and streans crossed by or near to such |ine.

(b) The report and map, signed by the nenbers of the
commission or a majority of them shall be filed in the court of
quarter sessions having been given jurisdiction, and if approved
by such court, shall be ordered recorded in the records thereof.
A copy of the report and approval shall be certified by the
clerk of the court to the clerk of the court of quarter sessions
of each county affected, where it shall be recorded in the
records. The line so ascertained, surveyed and fixed and so
mar ked shall thenceforth be the boundary |ine between the
counti es.

(c) The clerk of the court of quarter sessions, having
determ ned the matter, shall certify the approval of the court
on two copies of the report and map filed in this office and,
within thirty days, transmt a copy by nmail to the Secretary of
Internal Affairs, to be by himdeposited in his departnent, and
another to the Departnent of H ghways.

ARTI CLE 1V
COUNTY OFFI CERS

(a) Ceneral Provisions

Section 401. Enuneration of Elected Oficers.--(a) In each
county, there shall be the followng officers elected by the
gualified electors of the county:

(1) Three county comm ssioners.

(2) Three auditors or, in all counties where the office of
auditor has heretofore been or shall hereafter be abolished, one
controller.

(3) One treasurer.

(4) One coroner.

(5) One recorder of deeds.
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(6) One prothonotary.

(7) One clerk of the court of quarter sessions and of the
court of oyer and term ner.

(8 One clerk of the orphans' court.

(9) One register of wlls.

(10) One sheriff.

(11) One district attorney.

(12) Two jury conm ssioners.

(b) Al such officers shall be elected at the nunici pal
el ection next preceding the expiration of the terns of the
officers nowin office, and quadrennially thereafter, and shal
hold their offices for a termof four years fromthe first
Monday of January next after their election and until their
successors shall be duly qualified, but in the event that any
such officer so el ected, excepting a county commi ssioner or
auditor, shall fail to qualify, or if no successor shall be
el ected, then the chief deputy, first assistant, first deputy or
principal deputy in office at the tine the vacancy occurred
shal |l assune the office until a successor has been appointed
pursuant to section 409 or until the first Mnday in January
follow ng the next nunicipal election, whichever period is
shorter. In the case of a county conm ssioner or auditor, there
shal | be a vacancy which shall be filled as provided in this
act .

(c) Al the county officers enunerated in this section shal
remain as now constituted. This section does not create any
office in any county where such office does not now exi st.

(d) The office of jury comm ssioner nay be abolished by
referendum at the option of each county which on the effective
date of this subsection is a county of the third class having a
popul ati on under the 1990 Federal decennial census in excess of
237,000 residents, but |less than 240,000 residents, or a
popul ati on under the 1990 Federal decennial census in excess of
337,000 residents, but |less than 341, 000 residents, whenever
el ectors equal to at least five per centum of the highest vote
cast for any office in the county at the |ast precedi ng general
el ection shall file a petition wth the county board of
el ections, or the governing body of the county adopts, by a
majority vote, a resolution to place such a question on the
bal | ot and a copy of the resolution is filed wwth the county
board of elections for a referendum on the question of
abol i shing the office of jury conm ssioner. Proceedi ngs under
this subsection shall be in accordance with the provisions of
the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the
"Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code." Upon approval of the referendum
the office of jury comm ssioner shall expire at the conpletion
of the current jury comm ssioners' terns of office. The
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ref erendum shall not take place in any year in which the office
of jury conm ssioners is on the ballot.

(e) The office of jury comm ssioner nay be abolished in a
county of the third class having a popul ation during the 2000
decenni al census of not |ess than 371,000 and not nore than
380,000 if the governing body of the county adopts, by a
majority vote, a resolution abolishing the office of jury
conmm ssi oner. Upon approval of the resolution, the office of
jury comm ssioner shall expire at the conpletion of the current
jury comm ssioners' terns of office.

(401 anended May 9, 2002, P.L.301, No.41l)

Conpiler's Note: Section 2 of Act 41 of 2002, which anended
section 401, provided that Act 41 shall apply to jury
comm ssioners holding office on or after the effective
date of Act 41.

Conpiler's Note: Section 5 of Act 79 of 1998, which added
section 401(d), provided that, if the conditions placed
on "county" in section 401(d) are found to be an
unconstitutional classification, then section 401(d) is
nonsever abl e and voi d.

Section 402. Inconpatible Ofices.--(a) No elected county
officer or county solicitor shall, at the sane tine, serve as a
menber of the |egislative body of any city, borough, town or
townshi p of any class, nor as treasurer or tax collector of any
city, borough, incorporated town or township, nor as school
di rector of any school district, nor as a nenber of any board of
health. ((a) anmended June 19, 1963, P.L.150, No.95)

(b) No nmenber of Congress fromthis State, nor any person
hol ding or exercising any office or appoi ntnent of trust or
profit under the United States, shall, at the sanme tinme, hold or
exercise any county office in this State to which a salary, fee
or perquisites are attached. This section shall not apply to
United States Reserve O ficers or enlisted personnel not called
into active duty. ((b) amended Oct. 4, 1978, P.L.964, No.190)

Section 403. Qath of Ofice.--(a) In addition to any oath
or affirmation required by any other act of Assenbly, all county
officers, their deputies, assistants and clerks, shall, before
entering on the duties of their respective offices or
enpl oynents, take and subscribe the follow ng oath or
affirmation: "I do solemmly swear (or affirm that | wll
support, obey and defend the Constitution of the United States,
and the Constitution of this Commpnwealth; and that | w ||
di scharge the duties of ny office (or enploynent) with fidelity;
that | have not paid or contributed, or promsed to pay or
contribute, either directly or indirectly, any noney or other
val uabl e thing to procure ny nom nation or election (or
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appoi ntment), except for necessary and proper expenses expressly
aut hori zed by law, that | have not know ngly viol ated any

el ection |l aw of this Commonweal th, or procured it to be done by
others in ny behalf; that | will not knowi ngly receive, directly
or indirectly, any noney or other valuable thing for the
performance or non-performance of any act or duty pertaining to
ny office (or enploynent) other than the conpensation allowed by
| aw" .

(b) The foregoing oath shall be adm nistered by sonme person
aut hori zed to adm ni ster oaths, and shall be filed in the office
of the prothonotary of the county in which the sanme is taken.
Any person refusing to take said oath or affirmati on shal
forfeit his office. Any person who shall be convicted of having
sworn or affirmed falsely, or of having violated said oath or
affirmation, shall be guilty of perjury, and shall be subject to
such penalties as are provided therefor in the act, approved
June twenty-four, one thousand nine hundred thirty-nine
(Panphl et Laws 872), known as The Penal Code, and be forever
di squalified fromholding any office of trust or profit within
t his Commonweal t h.

Conpiler's Note: Section 3(3) of Act 76 of 2008 provided
that all acts and parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as
they are inconsistent with Act 76. Section 1 of Act 76
anmended 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 11 (relating to general
provi sions) by adding section 1141 (relating to form of
oaths of office), which provides the form of oaths of
office for elected or appointed officials of
muni ci palities.

Section 403.1. Conpensation Wen Sal ary Not Fi xed by Law. --
In counties where no annual salary is fixed by |law for the
county treasurer, he shall receive in full conpensation for his
services on behalf of the county a certain anount per centum on
all noneys received and paid by him which rate shall be
settled, fromto tine, by the county conm ssioners with the
approbation of the county auditors.

(403.1 added May 7, 1956, P.L.1539, No.510)

Section 404. Oficers to Have Comm ssi ons Recorded. --Every
county officer receiving a conm ssion fromthe Governor shall
I mredi ately, deliver the sane to the recorder of deeds for
recordation at the expense of such officer. No such officer
shal | execute any of the duties of his office until he has so
delivered the said conm ssion.

Section 405. Location of Ofices, Records and Papers.--(a)
The conm ssioners, auditors, controller, treasurer, sheriff,
recorder of deeds, prothonotary, clerk of courts of quarter
sessions and oyer and term ner, clerk of orphans' court,
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register of wills, recorder of deeds and district attorney shall
keep their respective offices, and all public records and papers
bel ongi ng thereto, at the county seat, and in such buil dings as
may be erected or appropriated for such purpose. The county
conm ssi oners shall have the power to keep and maintain records
and to contract with persons, for storage, retrieval, and

transm ssion of county records within or outside the county
except that no records shall be stored outside the county seat

W t hout the approval of the president judge and the officer in
charge of the office to which the records bel ong. Public records
stored outside of the county seat shall be nmade accessible to
the general public at the county seat by neans of an el ectronic
t el ecopying systemor facility which will permt the retrieva

of the records or exact copies thereof within three business
days.

County records used on a regular or frequent basis shal
remain in the county seat.

(b) The county conm ssioners shall furnish each of such
officers with an office in the county building, court house or
other building at the county seat.

(c) Any person failing or refusing to maintain his office
and to keep all public records and papers bel onging thereto in
the buil dings appropriated for such purpose in accordance wth
the provisions of this section, shall be guilty of a
m sdeneanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to
undergo i nprisonnent until he conplies with the provisions of
this section, or until sooner discharged by order of the court,
and to pay a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500), to
be paid to the use of the county.

(405 anmended Cct. 17, 1974, P.L.750, No.252)

Section 406. Records Open to Inspection.--(a) The mnute
book and other fiscal records and docunents of every county nay
be open to the inspection of any taxpayer thereof, but the
proper officers may nmake reasonabl e rul es and regul ati ons
respecting the tinme of such inspection.

(b) In case any officer shall refuse to permt the
I nspection of any fiscal record or docunent the taxpayer may, by
petition to the court of common pleas of the county, set forth
his reasons for desiring to make such inspection, and, if the
court deens such reasons proper, it shall order the officer to
permt the inspection to be nade.

Section 407. Oficers to Secure Funds, Records, Books, Et
Cetera, from Predecessors.--(a) Any person, elected or
appoi nted, and duly comm ssioned to any county office, shall
demand and receive all records, books, drafts, plans, papers,
seals or other official things, including all public funds held
in such office, and not otherw se provided for by the act,
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approved May seventeen, one thousand nine hundred forty-nine
(Pamphl et Laws 1403), known as the Minicipal Unclainmed Moneys
Act, belonging to such office fromthe person or persons who
held the office imedi ately before his election or appointnent,
or fromany other person or persons hol ding or possessing them

(b) Any person detaining fromsuch a county office any
records, books, drafts, plans, papers, seals or other official
t hi ngs, including public funds, as herein provided, belonging to
such office after reasonabl e demand therefor, shall be guilty of
a m sdeneanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced
to undergo inprisonnment until the delivery of any such offici al
things found to be in his possession or control to the proper
officer, or until sooner discharged by order of the court, and
to pay a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500), to be
paid to the use of the county.

Section 408. Deputies to Act in Certain Cases.--(a)

Whenever any county officer is authorized or required to appoint
a deputy or deputies, such deputy or principal deputy, where
there are nore than one, shall, during the necessary or
tenporary absence of his principal, performall duties of such
principal, and also, in case of a vacancy or as provided in
section 401(b), until a successor is qualified. Waile fulfilling
these duties, in the case of a vacancy, the deputy shall receive
the salary provided by |law for the principal or the salary

provi ded for the deputy, whichever is greater. ((a) anmended Dec.
7, 1990, P.L.633, No.163)

(b) No person tenporarily succeeding to any county office by
reason of the death, resignation or renoval of the duly el ected
or appointed officer, shall execute any of the duties of such
office until he has first taken oath and filed the bond required
of the principal officer.

Section 409. Vacancies Not O herwi se Provided For.--In case
of a vacancy, happeni ng by death, resignation or otherwi se, in
any county office created by the Constitution or laws of this
Commonweal th, and where no other provision is nade by the

Constitution, or by the provisions of this act, to fill the
vacancy, it shall be the duty of the Governor to appoint a
suitable person to fill such office, who shall continue therein

and di scharge the duties thereof until the first Monday in
January follow ng the next municipal election occurring not |ess
t han ninety days after the occurrence of the vacancy, or for the
bal ance of the unexpired term whichever period is shorter. If
there is a nmunicipal election occurring not |ess than ninety
days after the occurrence of the vacancy, other than the one at
which the office ordinarily is filled, then the office shall be
filled at that election for the balance of the unexpired term
Such appoi ntee shall be confirned by the Senate if in session.
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(409 anended Dec. 18, 1984, P.L.1065, No.211)

Compiler's Note: Section 4 of Act 231 of 2002 provided that
section 409 is repealed insofar as it relates to the
consent required by the Senate to appointnents by the
Governor. Act 231 al so added section 207.1(d)(5.1) to the
act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The
Adm ni strative Code of 1929, relating to the Governor's
filling vacancies in certain elected offices, including
el ected county row offices, with the advice and consent
of a mpjority of the Senate, and requiring that the
person appoi nted be of the sane political party as was
t he person who vacated the office on the date that the
person vacating the office took the oath of office.

Section 410. County Oficials to Furnish Information to

Heads of the Governnental Departnents.--(a) It shall be the
duty of all county officers to furnish, on application therefor
to the head of any departnent of the State governnment such

I nformati on and copies of such records or docunents contained in
their respective offices, as in the opinion of such head of
departnment nmay be necessary or pertinent to the work of his
respective departnment. The county so furnishing information
shal |l receive for copying and forwardi ng the sane such
reasonabl e conpensation as the Auditor Ceneral nmay determ ne.
Such conpensation shall be paid to the county by the State
Treasurer, out of nobneys not otherw se appropriated, upon
warrant fromthe Auditor Ceneral.

(b) Al county officers shall also furnish to the Departnent

of Community Affairs such information as nmay be requested by it.
((b) anmended Cct. 5, 1967, P.L.342, No. 147)

Conmpiler's Note: The Departnent of Community Affairs,
referred to in subsec. (b), was abolished by Act 58 of
1996 and its functions were transferred to the Departnent
of Conmmunity and Econom c Devel opnent.

Section 411. Penalty for Neglect or Refusal to Perform
Duties.--If any county officer neglects or refuses to perform
any duty inposed on himby the provisions of this act, or by the
provi sions of any other act of Assenbly, or by any rule of
court, or other provision of law, he shall, for each such
negl ect or refusal, be guilty of a m sdeneanor, and, on
conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not
exceeding five hundred dollars ($500).

Section 412. Absconding Oficers.--The office of any county
of fi cer absconding fromthe county shall be vacant to all
I ntents and purposes.

Section 413. Qualifications of Elected County Oficers.--No
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person shall be elected to any county office, except the office
of district attorney otherw se provided for by this act, unless
he shall be at | east eighteen years of age, a citizen of the
United States and a resident of the county, and shall have
resided within the county for one year next preceding his

el ection.

(413 anended Jun. 16, 1972, P.L.468, No.149)

Section 414. Ml eage of County O ficials and Enpl oyes. -- Al
county officials and enpl oyes may, when authorized by the county
conm ssioners, be reinbursed at the rate of twelve cents (12¢)
per mle for the use of their personal vehicle when di scharging
their official duties or performng a duty inposed upon them
unl ess provisions of |law require the paynent of a higher rate.

(414 added May 31, 1974, P.L.308, No.98)

(b) Oficial Bonds

Section 420. Oficial Bonds; Requirenents.--Each of the
followng officers, before entering upon his official duties,
whet her he is el ected, appointed or appointed to fill a vacancy,
shal | give and acknowl edge a bond to the county:

(1) Each county conm ssioner;

(2) The chief clerk of the county conm ssioners;

(3) The controller;

(4) The county treasurer;

(5) The prothonotary;

(6) The sheriff;

(7) The coroner;

(8 The clerk of courts;

(9) The clerk of the orphans' court; and

(10) The recorder of deeds.

Every such official bond shall be, joint and several, wth
one or nore corporate sureties which shall be surety conpanies
aut hori zed to do business in this Commonwealth and duly |icensed
by the Insurance Comm ssioner of the Commonweal th. Counties nay
purchase insurance for their elected and appointed officials in
lieu of fidelity bonds provided that the insurance policy covers
the sanme events of | oss and insures the county agai nst the sane
m sconduct as a fidelity bond in conpliance with this article.

(420 anmended June 29, 2002, P.L.677, No.103)

Section 421. GCeneral Conditions; Comm ssioners; Treasurer.--
(a) Each official bond shall be conditioned upon the faithful
di scharge by the county officer, his deputies, clerks,
assi stants and appointees of all trusts confided in him by
virtue of his office, upon the faithful execution of all duties
required of himby virtue of his office, upon the just and
faithful accounting or paynent over, according to |law, of all
noneys and all bal ances thereof paid to, received or held by him
by virtue of his office and upon the delivery to his successor
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or successors in office of all books, papers, docunments or other
official things held in right of his office.

(b) The bonds of the county conm ssioners shall be further
condi ti oned upon the faithful and | egal appropriation of county
and ot her noneys in the county treasury, upon checks and orders
given by themor subject to their control.

(c) The bond of the county treasurer shall be further
condi ti oned upon a just account of all noneys that may cone into
hi s hands on behalf of any political subdivison within the
county or on behalf of any person, and for the paynent to his
successor of any bal ances of such noneys renmaining in his hands.

Section 422. Obligees Suits on Bonds.--(a) Each official
bond shall be taken in the name of the county, and shall be for
the use of the county and the Commonweal th and for the use of
such ot her person or persons for whom noney shall be coll ected
or received, or as his or her interest shall otherw se appear,
in case of a breach of any of the conditions thereof by the acts
or neglect of the principal on the bond.

(b) The county, the Comonweal th or any other person may sue
upon the said bond in its or his own nanme for its or his own
use. Acts of Assenbly pertaining to actions and Iimtations of
actions upon official bonds given to the Commobnweal th shal
apply to the bonds provided for in this subdivision just as if
they were given to the Commobnweal th, except as otherw se
specifically provided herein.

Section 423. Approval, Substitution or Addition of Surety.--
(a) Each official bond shall contain the nane or nanes of the
surety conpany or conpani es bound thereon, and shall be subject
to the approval of the court of common pleas which court nmay
require such proofs as to it appear necessary or proper in
connection with such bonds.

(b) The court may, at any tinme, upon cause shown and due
notice to the county officer and his surety or sureties, require
or allow the substitution or the addition of a surety conpany
acceptable to the court for the purpose of nmaking the bond
sufficient in anmount, as required by law, w thout releasing the
surety or sureties first approved fromany accrued liability or
previ ous action on such bond.

Section 424. Single Bond for Conbined Ofices.--1n counties
wherein any of the aforenentioned county offices are conbi ned, a
singl e bond covering all such offices shall suffice for the
officer thereof, if the court of common pl eas approves.

Section 425. Custodians of Oficial Bonds.--The county
controller shall be custodian of all official bonds, except that
of his own office which shall be held by the county
comm ssioners. In counties not having a controller, the
conmmi ssioners shall be custodian of all bonds, except their own
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and that of their chief clerk, which the prothonotary shal
hol d.

Section 426. Acknow edgnent, Evidence.--Oficial bonds shall
be acknow edged before the recorder of deeds, except that the
| atter officer shall acknow edge his bond before the
prot honotary. A copy of any official bond, certified as true and
correct by the proper officer custodian thereof, shall be
conpetent evidence thereof in any judicial proceeding.

Section 427. Amounts of Oficial Bonds; Exclusive
Provisions.--(a) Except as otherw se specifically provided by
| aw, the anmounts of official bonds shall be determ ned by the
county conm ssi oners.

(b) Except as otherw se specifically provided by law, this
subdi vi sion shall be deened to contain the exclusive provisions
for official bonds of county officers.

(c) The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to
bonds required to be given to the Commonweal th by county
of ficers acting as agents of the Comonweal t h.

Section 428. Premuns of Oficial Bonds.--The prem uns of
all official bonds, including the bond of the register of wlls,
shal |l be paid by the county out of the county treasury.

Section 429. Bonds of Deputies and O her Appointees of
County O ficers.--The deputies and ot her appointees in each
county office, who are required to receive, account for, or hold
any noney by virtue of their office or enploynent, shall give
and acknow edge a single bond covering all such deputies and
appoi ntees payable to the officer in whose office they are
enpl oyed.

Every such bond shall be, joint and several, with one or nore
corporate sureties which shall be surety conpani es authorized to
do business in this Commonweal th and duly |icensed by the
| nsurance Conmi ssioner of the Commonweal th. Counties may
pur chase i nsurance for deputies and ot her appoi ntees of county
officers in lieu of fidelity bonds provided that the insurance
policy covers the sane events of | oss and insures the county
agai nst the sane m sconduct as a fidelity bond in conpliance
with this article.

Each such bond shall be conditioned for the faithfu
accounting and paynent, according to law, of all noney received
by each deputy and appoi ntee bonded, and shall be taken in the
nane of the county officer in whose office they are enpl oyed,
and shall be for the use of that officer, the county and of the
Commonweal th, and for the use of such other party or parties for
whom he shall collect or receive noney as the interest of each
shal | appear in case of a breach of the conditions thereof. Each
such bond shall be placed in the custody of the controller,
except those covering enployes in the office of the controller,
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whi ch shall be filed in the office of the county comm ssioners.

(429 anmended June 29, 2002, P.L.677, No.103)

Section 430. Determnation of Bonds of Deputies and O her
Appoi ntees. --Bonds required to be given by the deputies and
ot her appoi ntees of county officers shall be paid for by the
county and the anounts thereof shall be designated by the salary
board. The salary board shall determ ne each position for which
the requirenent of a bond nmay be justified as aforesaid, and
shal | designate the anobunt thereof. The salary board shall, in
each case, be constituted the sane as if it were fixing the
salary of the deputy or appoi ntee concerned.

Section 431. Insurance to Protect Against Robbery, Burglary
and Larceny; Liability Insurance.--(a) Each county officer or
enpl oye who as part of his official duties handl es noney or has
noney in his possession at any tinme shall, in addition to any
bond required by |law, be covered by or furnish to the county
adequat e i nsurance i ndemi fyi ng agai nst the | oss of such noney
t hrough robbery, burglary and | arceny. The cost of such
I nsurance shall be paid by the county and the anmount of the
i nsurance shall be fixed by the conm ssioners.

(b) ((b) repealed Nov. 26, 1978, P.L.1399, No.330)

(431 anended Jul . 18, 1974, P.L.479, No.1l72)

Section 432. Bond of Register of Wlls.--(a) The register
of wills, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall,
Wi th one corporate surety or two individual sureties on a form
prepared and supplied by the Secretary of the Comonweal th, give
a joint and several bond to the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania in
the sumset forth for the class of county for which he is an
of ficer as foll ows:

Third class counties, ......... ... ... $25, 000.
Fourth class counties, .......... ... 20, 000.
Fifth class counties, ............iiiii... 15, 000.
Sixth class counti s, . ...... ... 10, 000.
Seventh class counties, ........... ... 7, 500.
Eighth class counties, ............. ... ... ... ...... 5, 000.

(b) The condition of the bond shall be that the register of
wlls shall faithfully execute the duties of his office and well
and truly account for and pay, according to |aw, all nobneys
received by himfor the use of the Commonweal th, or for the use
of others by virtue of his office, and to deliver up the books,
seals, records, witings and other official things belonging to
his office whole, safe and undefaced to his successor in office.

(c) Such bond shall be for the use of all persons concerned
and for the relief of all who nmay be aggrieved by the acts or
negl ect of such register.

(d) Such bond shall be submtted to the Secretary of the
Conmmonweal th for approval and, when he approves the same, he
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shall forward the bond, together with the conm ssion of the
register, to the recorder of deeds of the proper county, and so
notify the regi ster who shall cause the bond to be recorded in
the office of the recorder of deeds. After recording the bond
the recorder of deeds shall deliver to the register, his

comm ssion, and forward the bond to the Secretary of the
Commonweal th for filing.

(e) The bond required by this section shall be the official
bond of the register of wills in lieu of the official bonds
required by this subdivision for other county officers.

Section 433. Form of Bond of Sheriff.--The formof the bond
to be given by the sheriff and his sureties shall be as foll ows,
to wit: "Know all nen by these presents, that we (AL B., C D
and E. F.) are held firmy bound unto the County of
.................................. in the sumof ......
..................... dollars to be paid to the said County, or
to the Conmonweal th, for the uses, intents and purposes decl ared
and appointed by law, to which paynent well and truly to be
made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, and
adm nistrators, jointly and severally, firmy by these presents,
sealed with our seals, dated ............... day of
.......................... Anno Domini ......................
The conditions of the above obligation are such that, if the
said (A B.) shall and do, w thout delay, according to | aw, well
and truly serve and execute all wits and process of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania to himdirected, and shall and do,
fromtinme to tinme, upon request to himfor that purpose nade,
well and truly pay or cause to be paid to the several suitors
and parties interested in the execution of such wits or
process, their lawful attorney, factors, agents or assigns, al
and every sum and suns of noney to themrespectively bel ongi ng,
whi ch shall conme to his hands, and shall and do, fromtine to
time and at all tinmes during his continuance in the said office,
well and faithfully execute and performall and every of the
trusts and duties to the said office appertaining, then this
obligation to be void, or else to be and remain in full force
and virtue".

Section 434. Anmount of Bond of Sheriff and of Coroner.--(a)
The anmount of the official bond of the sheriff shall be as

foll ows:
Third class counties, .......... ... i iiiiinon.. $60, 000.
Fourth class counties, ............uuiii.. .. 60, 000.
Fifth class counties, .......... .. ... ... 30, 000.
Sixth class counties, ........... ... iinnenn.. 20, 000.
Seventh class counties, .......... .. innininn 15, 000.
Eighth class counties, ............. ... ... ........ 10, 000.

(b) the amount of the official bond of the coroner, in each
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cl ass of county, shall be one-fourth of the anmount herein set
out for the bond of the sheriff in such class of county.

Section 435. Anmount of Bond of County Conm ssioner.--The
anmount of the official bond of each county comm ssioner shall be
as foll ows:

Third class counties, ........... .. ... $7, 500.
Fourth class counties, ...........uiiii... 5, 000.
Fifth class counties, ......... ... 4, 000.
Sixth class counti es, .......... ... 2, 500.
Seventh class counties, . ....... ... 2, 000.
Eighth class counties, ............. ... ... ... ...... 2, 000.

Section 436. Anmpbunt of Bond of Recorder of Deeds.--The
amount of the official bond of the recorder of deeds shall be as

foll ows:
Third class counti es, ......... . $15, 000.
Fourth class counties, ........... ... 10, 000.
Fifth class counties, ..........c. ... 10, 000.
Sixth class counties, ............ ... 5, 000.
Seventh class counties, ........... .. iiinnnn.. 5, 000.
Ei ghth class counties, ........... ... .. . ... 5, 000.

Section 437. Anmount of Bond of Controller.--The anount of
the official bond of the county controller in all counties shall
be twenty thousand dollars ($20, 000).

(c) State Associations

Section 440. State Associations Authorized.--County officers
of each county may organi ze for thenselves a State association
as follows:

(1) The county conm ssioners, together with the county
solicitor and the chief clerk to the county comm ssioners and
certain officers who are counterpart personnel in counties
having a Hone Rule Charter or optional form of governnent.

(2) The county controllers.

(3) The sheriffs.

(4) The district attorneys.

(5) The probation officers.

(6) The registers of wills and clerks of orphans' courts.

(7) The prothonotaries and clerks of courts of quarter
sessi ons.

(8) The county treasurers.

(9) The recorders of deeds.

(10) The directors of veterans' affairs.

(11) The coroners.

(12) Jury conmm ssioners.

(13) The county auditors.

(14) The public defenders.

(440 anmended Sept. 28, 1978, P.L.800, No.154)

Section 441. Purpose; Annual Meetings.--(a) The purpose of
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t he respective State associations shall be to discuss and
resol ve the various questions arising in the discharge of the
duties and functions of the respective officers, and to provide
uniform efficient and econom cal nethods of adm nistering the
affairs of the counties pertaining to their offices.

(b) In order to achi eve such purposes by cooperation,
coordination and full exchange of information, each State
association is authorized to hold an annual neeting at such tine
and place within the Coomonwealth as it may designate.

(c) The association of county controllers, county auditors
and the association of county treasurers, may neet in joint
session with the association of county conm ssioners, solicitors
and chief clerks, if such associations nutually so agree, but in
any case each association shall have a separate session on at
| east two days of the annual neeting. ((c) anended Sep. 1, 1967,
P.L. 289, No.120)

Section 442. Deputies and Solicitors May Attend Annual
Meeti ngs.--The deputy controller, the deputy sheriff, the deputy
register of wills, the deputy clerk of orphans' court, the
deputy treasurer, the deputy prothonotary, the deputy clerk of
the courts of quarter sessions, the first assistant district
attorney, one assistant public defender and the deputy recorder
of deeds and the chief deputy coroner, with the approval of his
principal, and the solicitor for each officer, may attend the
annual neetings of his respective associations either together
with the controller, sheriff, register of wills, treasurer,
prot honotary, clerk of the courts of quarter sessions, district
attorney, public defender, recorder of deeds or coroner as the
case may be or in his place.

(442 anmended Sept. 28, 1978, P.L.800, No.154)

Section 443. Expenses of Attending Menbers to be Paid by
County; Tinme Limt on Meetings.--(a) The actual expenses of all
aut hori zed el ected county officers attendi ng the annual neetings
of their associations shall be paid by the several counties out
of the general county fund. Each of these officers, except the
county comm ssioners, shall be reinbursed for actual expenses
not to exceed one hundred seventy-five dollars ($175) per day
for the nunber of days specified in subsection (b) of this
section, together with mleage going to and returning from such
meeting and the registration fee. The sum of one hundred
seventy-five dollars ($175) per day as set forth in this
subsection shall be adjusted annually by the annual increase in
the cost of living as determ ned annually by the United States
Departnment of Labor.

(a.1l) The actual expenses of all authorized nonel ected
county officers and enpl oyes attendi ng the annual neetings of
their associations nmay be paid by the several counties out of
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t he county general fund. Each of these officers may be

rei mbursed for actual expenses in an anount not to exceed one
hundred seventy-five dollars ($175) per day for the nunber of
days specified in subsection (b) of this section, together with
m | eage going to and returning fromsuch neetings and the
registration fee. The sum of one hundred seventy-five dollars
($175) per day shall be adjusted annually as set forth in
subsection (a) of this section

(a.2) Every delegate attendi ng the annual neeting shal
submt to the county an item zed account of expenses incurred at
the neeting. The county may authorize enpl oyes to be conpensated
at their regular enploye rate during their attendance at the
annual neeting. The actual expenses for elected officers shall,
and for nonelected officers nmay, be paid for the nunber of days
specified in subsection (b). In addition, elected county
officers shall receive, and nonel ected county officers and
enpl oyes may recei ve, actual expenses not to exceed one hundred
seventy-five dollars ($175) per day for each day not in excess
of two in going to and returning fromsuch neeting. The sum of
one hundred seventy-five dollars ($175) per day shall be
adj usted annually as set forth above.

(b) The annual neeting of the association of county
comm ssioners, county solicitors and chief clerks shall not
exceed four days, that of the district attorneys shall not
exceed three days, and those of all other State associations
shall not exceed three days in every case, exclusive of the tine
spent in traveling to and fromthe said neetings.

(443 anmended Apr. 2, 2002, P.L.209, No.18)

Section 444. (O her Meeting Expenses Paid by Counties.--(a)
In addition to the expenses herei nbefore authorized, the
necessary expenses of the annual neetings of the associations
her ei nafter nanmed, including annual association dues, printing,
comm ttee expenses and stenographi cal expense, shall be paid in
equal parts by the several counties whose officers are nenbers
of the respective associ ations.

(b) In the case of county comm ssioners, county solicitor
and county clerk, county controllers, county auditors, sheriffs,
register of wills, clerks of orphans' courts, county treasurers,
recorders of deeds, prothonotaries, clerks of courts, public
defenders, district attorneys, jury conm ssioners and coroners,
the portion of the annual expenses charged to each county of the
third and fourth class shall not exceed six hundred dollars
($600), to each county of the fifth and sixth class, five
hundred dollars ($500), to each county of the seventh and ei ghth
class, four hundred dollars ($400), and in the case of the
directors of veterans' affairs the portion charged to each
county shall not exceed one hundred dollars ($100), and in the
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case of the probation officers an annual nenbership subscription
not exceeding ten dollars ($10) per nenber shall be paid by the
county, and shall be in Iieu of the expenses hereinbefore in
this section provided for other county officers.

(444 anended Apr. 2, 2002, P.L.209, No.18)

Section 445. Annual Assessnents for County Conm ssioners,
Etc.--(a) In addition to the expenses herei nbefore authorized,
the necessary expenses of the association of county
comm ssioners, county solicitors and chief clerks shall be
apportioned anong the counties hol ding nmenbership in the
associ ation in anmounts provided for by the rules and regul ations
of the association.

(a.1) In addition to the expenses herei nbefore authorized,

t he necessary expenses of the association of district attorneys
shal | be apportioned anong the counties hol di ng menbership in
the association in anmounts provided for by the rules and

regul ations of the association.

(b) Such annual apportionnments of expenses shall be as
approved at each annual convention of the said association by a
majority vote of the nenbers present and, when so approved,
shal |l be paid by the several counties fromgeneral county funds.

(445 anended Dec. 21, 1988, P.L.1414, No.172)

Section 446. Associations and Organi zati ons Concerned wth
Governnental Affairs.--The county conmm ssioners of any county
may, by resolution, join associations and organi zati ons
concerned with county or governnental affairs, other than the
Pennsyl vania State Associ ation of County Comm ssioners, nay pay
dues to such associ ations and organi zati ons and nmay send
del egates to neetings or conventions of such associations and
organi zati ons and pay the necessary expenses incident to their
attendance at such neetings or conventions.

The county commi ssioners of any county may by resol ution
aut hori ze any county official and his enployes to attend
neet i ngs of professional associations and organi zati ons, or
study or training sessions for persons holding the sane or
simlar office or enploynent, and may pay all or any specified
portion of the necessary expenses incident to their attendance
at such neetings or sessions.

Every person attending any convention, neeting or study or
training session referred to in this act shall submt to the
controller, or to the county comm ssioners in counties having no
controller, an item zed account of his expenses thereat,

i ncluding traveling expenses or m |l eage, which the county
conm ssi oners may have agreed to pay.

(446 added Sep. 2, 1965, P.L.482, No. 244)

(d) Renoval of County O ficers
Section 450. Renoval of County O ficers and Appointees.--(a)
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The county conm ssioners, the sheriffs, coroners,

prot honotaries, registers of wlls, recorders of deeds,
treasurers, auditors or controllers, clerks of the courts,
district attorneys and any other officers of the several
counties, whether elected or duly appointed to fill a vacancy,
shall be renovable fromoffice only by inpeachnent, or by the
Governor for reasonabl e cause after due notice and full hearing
on the advice of two-thirds of the Senate, or upon conviction of
m sbehavior in office, or of any infanbus crine in accordance
with the Constitution of this Cormonweal th, but their title to
office may be tried by proceedings of quo warranto as provi ded
by law. ((a) anmended Nov. 26, 1968, P.L.1099, No. 341)

(b) Appointees to county offices or positions other than to
el ected offices shall subject to renoval at the pleasure of the
appoi nti ng power, except as ot herw se expressly provided by | aw,
and they shall also be renoved on conviction of m sbehavior in
office or of any infanous crine.

(e) Conduct of Oficial Business

Section 460. Meetings Open to Public.--(a) Al neetings,
regul ar and special, of the board of county conm ssioners and of
all boards, conm ssions and authorities, created by or operating
as agencies of a county, are hereby declared to be public
neetings open to the public at all tines.

(b) Nothing contained in this section shall prevent the
county comm ssioners or any such board, comm ssion or authority
from hol di ng executive sessions fromwhich the public is
excl uded, but no final official action shall be taken as to any
proposed or existing resolution, ordinance, rule or regulation,
or part thereof, at such an executive session.

ARTI CLE V
COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS AND CHI EF CLERKS

(a) Conm ssioners

Section 501. Election; Vacancies.--(a) Three county
comm ssioners shall be elected in each county in the year one
t housand nine hundred and fifty-five, and every fourth year
thereafter. In the election of conm ssioners, each qualified
el ector shall vote for no nore than two persons. The three
persons havi ng the highest nunber of votes shall be el ected.

(b) Any casual vacancy in the office of county comm ssioners
shall be filled, for the balance of the unexpired term by the
court of common pleas of the county in which such vacancy shal
occur by the appointnent of a registered elector of the county
who was a nenber of the sanme political party as the conm ssioner
whose place is to be filled at the time the comm ssioner was
el ect ed.

Section 502. Organization.--The county conm ssioners shall
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neet on the first Monday of January, in the year one thousand
nine hundred and fifty-six, and on the first Monday of January
every fourth year thereafter, in the office provided for them at
the county seat for the purpose of organization. If the first
Monday is a | egal holiday, the neeting shall be held the first
day foll ow ng.

(502 anended Apr. 4, 1957, P.L.33, No.22)

Section 503. Meetings, Regular and Special; Conduct of
Meetings; Notices.--(a) The county comm ssioners shall adopt
rules for the conduct and order of business, establishing also
regul ar times and places of neeting. A copy of such rul es shal
be posted at all tinmes in a conspicuous place in the county
court house for the benefit of the public.

(b) Each comm ssioner shall have at |east twenty hours
notice of any special neeting and of the nature of business to
be conducted thereat, unless such notice be waived by himin
witing or by attendance at such special neeting.

Section 504. Quorum Execution of Oficial Instrunments.--(a)
The conmm ssioners shall constitute a board, two nenbers of which
shall be a quorum for the transaction of business, and, when
convened i n pursuance of notice or according to adjournnent,
shall be conpetent to performall the duties appertaining to the
of fice of county conm ssi oners.

(b) Were any official docunent, instrunment or official
paper is to be executed by the county comm ssioners, it shall be
done by at |least two of the conm ssioners and attested by the
chief clerk who shall affix the county seal thereto.

Section 505. Certified Copies of Proceedings to be
Evi dence. - - Copi es of the proceedi ngs of the conm ssioners, and
of all records in their possession, certified by their chief
clerk under the county seal, shall be admtted in evidence in
any of the courts of this Commonweal t h.

Section 506. Power to Adm nister Qaths.--The comm ssioners
shal |l respectively have power to adm ni ster oaths and
affirmations in all cases arising in the performance of the
duties of their office.

Section 507. Expenses.--The county conm ssioners shall be
al l owed their expenses, necessarily incurred and actually paid,
In the discharge of their official duties, or in the performance
of any service, office, or duty inposed upon county
conmmi ssi oners.

Section 508. Ofice Furniture, Stationery, Etc.--(a) The
county conmi ssioners, at the cost of the county, shall purchase
and provide the office furniture, equi pnent and supplies, blank
books, bl anks, dockets, books for records, stationery, postage,
fuel, light and janitor and tel ephone service, required for each
of the county officers whose offices are located in the county
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bui | dings or at such other places at the county seat as nmay be
desi gnated by the conm ssioners, and all supplies used by the
public in connection with such offices.

(b) The county commi ssioners, at the cost of the county,
shal | purchase and provide all of the sane itens as needed for
each of the county officers whose offices are not required by
| aw to be kept and maintained in county buildings or at the
county seat.

(c) Before purchasing office furniture, equipnent or
suppl i es, blank books, blank dockets, books for records or
stationery, the county officers who are to be furnished with any
of such itens shall have an opportunity to state in witing his
preferences as to the type and nmake of such articles or any of
them The comm ssioners shall, when feasible, purchase and
supply to each officer his preference in such articles when such
pref erence has been given.

Section 509. Odinances and Resolutions.--(a) The board of
conmmi ssi oners may adopt resol utions and ordi nances prescri bing
the manner in which powers of the county shall be carried out
and generally regulating the affairs of the county.

(b) Al such proposed ordi nances, unless ot herw se provi ded
by Iaw, shall be published at |east once in one newspaper of
general circulation in the county not nore than sixty days nor
| ess than seven days prior to passage. Public notices of any
proposed ordi nance shall include either the full text thereof or
the title and a brief sunmary prepared by the county solicitor
setting forth all the provisions in reasonable detail and a
reference to a place within the county where copies of the
proposed ordi nance may be exam ned. If the full text is not
i ncl uded a copy thereof shall be supplied to a newspaper of
general circulation in the county at the tinme the public notice
is published. If the full text is not included an attested copy
thereof shall be filed in the county law library. In the event
substanti al anmendnents are made in the proposed ordi nance or
resol ution, upon enactnent, the conm ssioners shall within ten
days re-advertise in one newspaper of general circulation in the
county, a brief summary setting forth all the provisions in
reasonabl e detail together with a sunmary of the anendnents.
Such ordi nances shall not becone effective until recorded in the
ordi nance book of the county. In any case in which maps, plans
or drawi ngs of any kind are adopted as part of an ordi nance, the
conm ssioners may, instead of publishing the same as part of the
ordi nance, refer in publishing the ordinance to the place where
such maps, plans or drawings are on file and nmay be exam ned.
((b) anmended July 9, 1976, P.L.532, No.128)

(c) The board of county comm ssioners may al so prescribe
fines and penalties not exceedi ng one thousand dollars ($1, 000)
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for a violation of a building, housing, property maintenance,
health, fire or public safety code or ordinance and for water,
air and noi se pollution violations, and not exceedi ng siX
hundred dollars ($600) for a violation of any other county

ordi nance, which fines and penalties may be coll ected by suit,
brought in the nanme of the county, in |like manner as debts of

| i ke anobunt nay be sued for. ((c) anmended Mar. 2, 1988, P.L. 107,
No. 21)

(d) Any person violating any of the ordi nances adopted by
the board of county comm ssioners pursuant to this section
shal |, upon conviction thereof at a summary proceedi ng, be
sentenced to pay such fine as may be prescribed in such
ordi nances by the county conm ssioners but not in excess of one
t housand dol |l ars ($1,000), to be paid to the use of the county,
Wi th costs of prosecution, or to be inprisoned for not nore than
ten days, or both. ((d) anended Mar. 2, 1988, P.L.107, No.21)

Section 510. Take Money and Property by Gft, Etc.--(510
repeal ed June 29, 2002, P.L.677, No.103)

Section 511. Provide for Tenporary |nvestnents.--(511
repeal ed Dec. 13, 1982, P.L.1131, No. 258)

Section 512. Creation of Capital Reserve Fund for
Anti ci pated Capital Expenditures.--(512 repeal ed June 29, 2002,
P.L. 677, No.103)

Section 513. QOperating Reserve Fund.--(513 repeal ed June 29,
2002, P.L.677, No.103)

(b) Chief derk of County Comm ssioners

Section 520. Chief Cderk.--The county conm ssioners shall
appoi nt a chief clerk.

Section 521. Duties and Powers of Chief Cerk.--(a) The
chief clerk shall keep the books and accounts of the board of
county comm ssioners, record and file their proceedi ngs and
papers, attest all orders and voucher checks issued by them and
performall other duties pertaining to his office as chief
clerk.

(b) He shall have general power to adm nister oaths and
affirmati ons, pertaining to the business of the office of the
county conm ssi oners.

ARTI CLE VI
CONTRCOLLER

Section 601. Election and Term Seal.--(a) At the munici pal
el ection imedi ately preceding the expiration of the termof the
controller nowin office, and quadrennially thereafter, the
gqualified electors of each county of the third, fourth and fifth
cl asses, and of every other county where the office of
controll er has been or may hereafter be established, including
counties in which the office was established by general |aw, or
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ot herwi se, while such counties were in a higher classification,
shal|l elect one citizen of the county, who shall serve as
controller for the termof four years fromthe first Mnday of
January follow ng his election, or until his successor shall be
qualified, if he so long shall behave hinself well.

(b) Each county controller shall be provided with an
official seal of his office by the county conmm ssioners of the
county, which shall be used for the attestation of all official
papers.

Section 602. Eligibility.--(a) No person holding office
under the United States shall be eligible to the office of
county controller during his continuance in such office, nor
until one year thereafter.

(b) The county commi ssioners, county treasurer,
prot honotary, register of wlls, clerk of the courts, recorder
of deeds, sheriff and district attorney, and their chief clerks
or deputies, shall be ineligible, during their continuance in
such office and for two years thereafter, to the office of
county controller.

(c) The controller shall always be eligible to reelection or
appoi nt nent .

Section 603. Deputy Controller and Cerks.--(a) The
controller in counties of the third, fourth and fifth cl asses
shal | appoint a deputy controller and clerks, and in counties of
the sixth, seventh and eighth classes nay appoint a deputy
controller and clerks, and each controller may authorize one or
nore of the clerks enployed in his office to admnister to all
persons oaths and affirmations, pertaining to the business of
the office, with the sane force and effect as if adm nistered by
the controller or deputy controller.

(b) The controller may appoi nt a second deputy controller,
who shal |l possess and discharge all the rights, powers and
duties of the principal deputy controller during his necessary
or tenporary absence.

(603 anmended Nov. 21, 1990, P.L.559, No.140)

Section 604. Solicitor to the Controller.--The county
controll er may designate and appoi nt one person, learned in the
law, to act as his solicitor. Such solicitor shall advise upon
all such legal matters as may be submtted to him and shal
conduct any litigation desired by the county controller. He
shall hold office at the pleasure of the controller

Section 605. Establishnment of Ofice of Controller in
Counties of the Sixth, Seventh and Ei ghth C asses.--(a) The
office of controller may be established in any county of the
sixth, seventh or eighth class by the affirmative vote of a
majority of the electors of the county voting on the question
submitted, as herein provided, at the general election in which
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the auditors are in the third year of their term

(b) The question shall be submtted to the electors of the
county whenever county electors file a petition containing
signatures equal to at |east five per centum of the highest vote
cast for any office in the county at the |ast precedi ng general
el ection. Such petition shall be filed with the county
conmi ssioners at | east sixty days before the day of the general
el ection at which the question is to be submtted. If the
petition is sufficiently signed the county conm ssioners shall
cause the question to be submtted in the manner provided by the
Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code.

(c) If the majority of electors voting on the question shall
vote in favor of establishing the office of county controller,
such office shall thereby be established, and, at the next
muni ci pal el ection, and quadrennially thereafter, the electors
of the county shall choose a citizen of the county for the
office of controller in place of the county auditors.

(605 anended June 25, 2001, P.L.666, No.57)

Section 606. Appointnent by Governor; Duties of Auditors;
Abolition of Ofice of Auditor.--(a) Wenever the office of
controller is established in any county, under the provisions of
section 605 of this act, or by a change in class of such county
not otherw se provided for by law, the Governor shall appoint a
sui table person to act as controller of said county until his
successor in office is duly elected and install ed.

(b) Upon the appointnent of a controller, as provided in
this section, the county auditors then in office shall proceed
to audit all accounts as required by law, and shall file a
report of such audit with the controller so appointed, not |ater
than three nonths after the controller assunes his office,
wher eupon the office of county auditor shall be abolished and
cease to exist in said county.

Section 607. Expenses.--The county controller and his
deputy, clerks, and auditors shall be allowed their expenses
necessarily incurred and actually paid in the discharge of their
official duties, or in the performance of any service or duty
| nposed upon them

ARTI CLE VI |
AUDI TORS

Section 701. Election and Vacancies.--(a) In each county
where the office of controller has not been established, three
county auditors shall be elected in the year one thousand nine
hundred fifty-five, and every fourth year thereafter. In the
el ection of auditors, each qualified elector shall vote for no
nore than two persons. The three persons having the highest
nunber of votes shall be el ected.
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(b) Any casual vacancy in the office of county auditors
shall be filled, for the balance of the unexpired term by the
court of common pleas of the county, by the appointnent of an
el ector who voted for the auditor whose place is to be filled.

Section 702. Eligibility.--(a) No person shall be eligible
to the office of county auditor who, within tw years, shal
have been treasurer of the county.

(b) No person holding the office of county auditor shall at
the same tine hold or be enployed in any office of the county,
the county institution district, any school district, any board
of health or any nunicipality authority of which the county is a
menber .

Section 703. Meetings; Quorum--The auditors shall assenble
at the county seat on the first Mnday of January in each year,
and begin their audit of the fiscal affairs of the county for
the fiscal year immedi ately preceding, and thereafter, at such
times as they may find necessary for the conpletion of their
audit before the first day of the following July. They may, upon
petition to the court of common pleas, have such additional tine
for the conpletion of their report as the court shall allow Any
two auditors when duly convened shall be a quorumfor the
pur pose of transacting any business.

(703 anmended July 2, 2007, P.L.71, No.22)

Section 704. Counsel.--The auditors may enpl oy a conpetent
attorney-at-law to act as their counsel and attorney.

ARTI CLE VI I
TREASURER

Section 801. County Treasurer; Eligibility.--No judge, clerk
or prothonotary of any court, register of wills, recorder of
deeds, county conm ssioner, or county controller shall be
eligible to serve as county treasurer during their continuance
in office.

(801 anmended Nov. 26, 1968, P.L.1102, No. 342)

Section 802. Bond in Favor of Commonweal th.--Each county
treasurer shall, before entering upon the duties of his office,
give bond with sufficient security, to be approved of by at
| east two of the judges, if there is nore than one judge of the
court of quarter sessions in the county, and in such penalty as
the said judges shall deem sufficient, conditioned for the
faithful discharge of all duties enjoined upon himby law in
behal f of the Commonweal th, and for the paynent according to | aw
of all noneys received by himfor the use of the Comonwealt h,
whi ch bond shall be taken by and acknow edged before the
recorder of deeds of the sane county, and recorded in his
office, and the original bond shall be forthwith transmtted to
the Auditor General. The cost of the bond, its acknow edgnent
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and recording, shall be borne by the Conmmonweal t h.

Copi es of the record of such bond, duly certified by the
recorder of deeds for the tinme being, shall be good evidence in
any action brought against such treasurer or his sureties on
such bond, according to its formand effect, in the same manner
as the original would be if produced and offered in evidence.

Section 803. Renpval fromOfice for Failure to Transm t
Bond to Auditor General.--1f any county treasurer shall fail to
transmt to the Auditor General, within one nonth after his
el ection or appointnment, the bond required by the preceding
section, he shall be deened to have forfeited his right to the
office; if he has entered upon the duties thereof, he shall be
ousted in an action of quo warranto in the nane of the
Comonweal th upon the relation of the Attorney Ceneral, or of
the district attorney of the county if the latter is so directed
by the county conmm ssioners.

Section 804. Wwen Auditor Ceneral to Deliver Up Bond of
Treasurer.--The bond and obligation of the county treasurer
shall be held by the Auditor Ceneral for one year after the
settlenment of his accounts with the Commonweal t h and,
thereafter, if the Auditor General and State Treasurer are fully
satisfied that the county treasurer has settled his accounts and
paid all sunms due the Commonweal th, said bond and obligation
shal | upon request be delivered to any person entitled to the
sane.

Section 805. M sapplication of Funds Col |l ected for Specific
Pur poses. - - Whenever any noneys are collected by |aw in any
county for any special purpose, and paid into the hands of the
treasurer of such county, it shall be unlawful for such
treasurer to apply such noneys, or any part thereof, to any
ot her purpose than that for which such noneys were col | ected.
Every such m sapplication shall be a m sdeneanor, upon
conviction thereof such treasurer shall be punished by a fine of
not |ess than the anpbunt so m sapplied, or by inprisonnment for
not |less than three nonths nor nore than one year, or both.

Section 806. Deputy Treasurer.--The county treasurer is
hereby aut horized to appoint a deputy county treasurer who shall
perform such duties as shall be prescribed by the county
treasurer.

Section 806.1. Second Deputy Treasurer.--The county
treasurer nmay appoint a second deputy treasurer, who shal
possess and discharge all the rights, powers and duties of the
principal deputy treasurer during his necessary or tenporary
absence.

(806.1 added July 13, 1987, P.L.316, No.57)

Section 807. Solicitor to County Treasurer in Third, Fourth,
Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Ei ghth C ass Counties.--In counties of
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the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth classes, the
county treasurer is authorized to appoi nt one person, learned in
the law, as his solicitor. The solicitor shall advise upon all

| egal matters that may be submtted to himand shall conduct any
litigation when requested so to do by the treasurer.

(807 anmended Jun. 7, 1961, P.L.245, No.141)
ARTI CLE I X
COUNTY SCLI Cl TOR

Section 901. Appointnent; Qualifications.--The county
comm ssioners shall appoint a county solicitor, who shall be an
attorney-at-law admtted to practice in the courts of this
Commonweal th. He shall, before entering upon the duties of his
office, file wwth the county comm ssioners an agreenent to pay
all fees, attorney's fees, and conm ssions received fromevery
source as county solicitor into the county treasury.

Section 902. Duties.--He shall commence and prosecute al
suits brought, or to be brought, by the county, wherein or
whereby any rights, privileges, properties, clains or demands of
the county are involved, as well as defend all actions or suits
brought agai nst the county, and shall performall duties now
enj oi ned by | aw upon county solicitors, and shall do all and
every professional act and render |egal advice incident to the
of fice which may be required of himby the conm ssioners.

(902 anmended Jun. 7, 1961, P.L.245, No.141)

Section 903. Enployes in Third Cass Counties.--lIn counties
of the third class, the county solicitor may, with the consent
of the county conm ssioners, enploy a stenographer as an
assistant in his office.

Section 904. Assistant County Solicitors.--The county
comm SsSi oners may appoint one or nore assistant county
solicitors, and special counsel who shall be attorneys at |aw
admtted to practice in the courts of this Comonweal th. Each
assi stant and speci al counsel shall perform such duties in
connection with the legal affairs of the county as may be
assigned to himby the county conm ssioners or the county

solicitor.
(904 anmended Nov. 29, 2006, P.L.1448, No.158)
ARTI CLE X
ENG NEER

(Hdg. amended Nov. 26, 1968, P.L.1099, No.341)

Section 1001. County Engi neer; Appointnent; Term--The
county conm ssioners of any county may appoint a professional
engineer in civil engineering, who shall be styled the county
engi neer. Such engi neer shall serve at the pleasure of the
conmmi ssi oners.
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(1001 anended Nov. 26, 1968, P.L.1099, No.341)

Section 1002. Duties.--The county engi neer shall:

(1) prepare plans, specifications, and estimtes of al

engi neering work undertaken by the county, and, whenever
required, shall furnish the comm ssioners with reports,

I nformati on, or estimates on any such work and, in general,
shal |l performall such duties with reference to any county
engi neering work as the county conmm ssioners may fromtine to
time prescribe.

(2) performall duties relating to surveying as may be

assigned to himby the county conm ssioners or by |aw, and

(3) performall duties heretofore inposed on county

surveyors.

(1002 anended Nov. 26, 1968, P.L.1099, No. 341)

Conpiler's Note: The act of Nov. 26, 1968, P.L.1099, No. 341
el i m nat ed what had been section 1001 and renunbered
sections 1002 and 1003 to read sections 1001 and 1002
respectively; thus, there is no section 1003.

ARTI CLE Xl
BOARD OF VI EVERS
(Art. XI repealed Apr. 28, 1978, P.L.202, No.53)

Section 1101. Nunber of Menbers; Qualifications.--(1101

repeal ed Apr. 28, 1978, P.L.202, No.53)
Section 1102. Qualifications.--(1102 repeal ed Apr. 28, 1978,
P.L. 202, No.53)

Section 1103. Appointnent of nenbers; Vacancies; Rules and
Regul ations.--(1103 repeal ed Apr. 28, 1978 P.L. 202, No.53)

Section 1104. Termof Ofice; Renoval.--(1104 repeal ed Apr.
28, 1978, P.L.202, No.53)

Section 1105. Power to Adm nister Qaths.--(1105 repeal ed
Apr. 28, 1978, P.L.202, No.53)

Section 1106. derks and Stenographers.--(1106 repeal ed Apr.
28, 1978, P.L.202, No.53)

ARTI CLE XI |
SHERI FF AND CORONER

(a) Sheriff

Section 1201. Unfinished Busi ness of Qutgoing Sheriff.--(a)
It shall be the duty of every outgoing sheriff, to deliver al
unfi ni shed and unexecuted wits and process whatsoever to his
successor whose duty it shall be to receive and execute the sane
as if said wits and process had been originally issued and
directed to him and to carry out and conplete all other
official duties of his predecessor.

(b) \Whenever any real estate shall be sold under any
execution by a sheriff who shall, in any | awful manner, be
succeeded in office before any deed shall be executed and
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acknow edged by himin due formof |aw for such real estate, his
successor in office shall have the sane power and be under the
sane duty to execute and acknow edge a deed for such real estate
to the purchaser thereof as the sheriff selling such real estate
under execution if he were still in office, which deed so
executed shall be as effectual inlawas if the title had been
conpleted by the forner sheriff.

(c) No court order shall be necessary in any event to
aut horize an incomng sheriff to carry out his duties as
prescribed by this act.

Section 1202. Sheriff May Act by Deputy.--Wenever the
sheriff is or shall be required by law to act in person under or
by virtue of any wit or process whatsoever issued by the courts
of this Commonweal th, he may act either in person or by a
regul arly appoi nted deputy sheriff.

Section 1203. Chief Deputy; Conpensation.--The sheriff of
each county shall appoint, by conm ssion duly recorded in the
of fice for recordi ng deeds, a chief deputy, whose appoi nt nment
shall be revocable by the sheriff at pleasure on recording in
said office a signed revocation thereof. The chief deputy,
during his continuance in office, shall have full power and
authority to performany duty incunbent upon such sheriff, wth
like effect in law as if such official act had been done by the
sheriff in person, regardless of the ability or tenporary
disability of such sheriff to act, while such sheriff continues
in office. Nothing in this section shall operate to relieve such
sheriff or his sureties fromliability upon their official bond.

Section 1204. Real Estate Deputies in Counties of the Third
and Fourth C asses.--In counties of the third and fourth
cl asses, the sheriff may have a real estate deputy to take
charge of all matters relating to sheriff's sales of real estate
and distributions of the proceeds thereof, whose appoi nt nent
shal | be nmade and be revocabl e as herei nbefore provided for the
chi ef deputy. Such deputy shall have full power to perform al
duties incunbent upon the sheriff in Iike manner as his chief
deputy with like effect in law as if such official acts had been
done by the sheriff in person. Such duties shall include the
execution and acknow edgnent of sheriff's deeds for real estate
upon recei pt of the purchase price thereof. Nothing in this act
shal | operate to relieve the sheriff or his sureties from
liability upon their official bonds but such liability shall
continue as heretofore.

Section 1205. Deputies and Cerks.--The sheriff of each
county may appoi nt such deputies and clerks as may be necessary
to properly transact the business of his office. He may revoke
t he appoi ntnent of deputies in the sanme manner as his chief
deputy. The sheriff may al so appoi nt necessary speci al deputies,
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when any energency arises, to assist himin executing any civil
or crimnal process or court order or in preserving the peace,
who shall serve only so long as they are absol utely needed.

Section 1206. Deputy Sheriff's Qualifications.--A sheriff
shal | not appoint any person a chief deputy or any other deputy
sheriff unless the sheriff files with the prothonotary, prior to
t he appoi nt mrent of such person, the nanme and phot ograph of such
person, together wth an affidavit of such person setting forth
the foll ow ng:

(1) Hs full nane, age, and residence address.

(2) That he is a citizen of the United States, and ei ghteen
years of age or over. ((2) anended Jun. 16, 1972, P.L. 468,

No. 149)

(3) ((3) deleted Feb. 10, 1976, P.L.6, No.3)

(4) That he has never been convicted of a crine involving
noral turpitude under the laws of this Comonweal th, or of any
other state, or of the United States.

(5) That he has not, for a period of two years i medi ately
preceding the filing of such affidavit, acted either for hinself
or as the agent or enploye of another, in any |abor dispute, or
hired hinself out or perforned any service as a private
detective, private policeman or private guard in any | abor
di spute, or received any fee or conpensati on whatsoever for
acting as a private detective, private policeman or private
guard in any | abor dispute, or conducted the business of a
private detective agency, or of any agency supplying private
detectives, private policenen or private guards, or advertised
or solicited any such business in this Conmonwealth in
connection with any | abor dispute.

Section 1207. False Statenents in Deputy's Affidavit.--Any
fal se statenent contained in any such affidavit shall constitute
perjury, and shall be punishable as such.

Section 1208. Filed Itens, Public Records.--The nane,
phot ograph, and affidavit of any such person so filed with the
prot honotary, shall constitute a public record.

Section 1209. Public List of Applicants for Deputy
Sheriff.--The sheriff shall, fromtine to tine, prepare a |ist
of the names of all persons who have applied for appointnent as
deputy sheriff and who neet the qualifications hereinbefore
prescribed. Such list shall be posted in a public place for a
period of not |less than ten days, and thereafter shall be filed
in the office of the prothonotary. No deputies shall be
appoi nted by the sheriff whose nanes do not appear on said |ist.

Section 1210. Private Services, Gfts and Paynents,
Contracts, Prohibited.--(a) No sheriff, deputy sheriff,
detective or other county police officer whatsoever, shal
perform directly or indirectly, any official services or
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official duties for any person, association or corporation, or
receive, directly or indirectly, any conpensation, gifts or
gratuities fromany person, association or corporation during
the period of his official services. Nothing herein contained
shal | prohibit such officers fromserving wits and ot her | egal
process as authorized by | aw. Any conpensati on payable to any
such officer for official duties and services shall be paid only
out of the proper county, or other public funds, to the anount
and in the manner prescribed by law. Gfts, donations, and
gratuities of any nature whatsoever made by any person,

associ ation or corporation to the county or to any official or
agent thereof, shall not constitute public funds wthin the
nmeani ng of this section.

(b) No county, or any official or agent thereof, shal
accept as a gratuity, gift or donation any arns, anmunition,
mlitary supplies, tear gas or equi pnent, or supplies or
articles of a simlar character from nor shall any such
gratuity, gift or donation be nade by any person, association or
cor poration.

(c) Any contract or agreenent, whatsoever, made in violation
of the provisions of this section, shall be utterly void and of
no effect, in lawor in equity, and is hereby declared to be
contrary to public policy.

(d) Notwi thstanding any other provision of this section,
unl ess ot herw se prohibited by resolution or ordi nance of the
county, an individual who is enployed as a sheriff, deputy
sheriff, detective or other county police officer nmay engage in
out si de enpl oynent, including enploynment in security, during a
period in which the individual is not scheduled to perform nor
performng duty as a county enploye. The county is not |iable
for any damage resulting froman act of an individual acting
under this subsection.

(1210 anended June 28, 2002, P.L.470, No.77)

Section 1211. Penalties.--Any sheriff, deputy sheriff or any
ot her county police officer, whatsoever, or any other official
of the county or any person, association or corporation,
violating any of the provisions of sections 1206, 1209 or 1210
of this act, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor, and, upon
conviction, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess than
one hundred dollars ($100) nor nore than five hundred dollars
($500), or to undergo inprisonment for not |ess than ninety days
nor nore than two years, or both.

Section 1212. Construction.--Nothing contained in sections
1206 or 1210 of this act, shall be construed to prohibit the
appoi ntment, enpl oynent or conpensation by any county in the
manner expressly provided by law of--(1) night watchnen, (2)
railroad police, (3) bank police, (4) payroll police, (5)
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special policenen to police and protect ceneteries and grounds
and buil dings open to the public, or to enforce laws for the
prevention of cruelty to persons or animals, (6) fire police
whose only duty shall be to direct traffic and nmaintain order
to, at or fromfires, (7) police or guards enpl oyed by nonprofit
corporations or organizations.

Section 1213. Solicitor in Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth,
Seventh and Ei ghth Cass Counties.--1n all counties of the
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth classes, the
sheriff may appoint one person, learned in the law, as his
solicitor. Said solicitor shall advise the sheriff upon al
| egal matters that may be submtted to him and shall conduct
any litigation in connection with the sheriff's office when
requested so to do by the sheriff.

(1213 anended Jun. 7, 1961, P.L.245, No.141)

Section 1214. Chief Deputy Coroner to Act as Coroner in Case
of a Vacancy.--If any coroner shall be legally renoved fromhis
office or shall die or resign before the expiration of the term
for which he was comm ssioned, the chief deputy coroner shall
execute the office of coroner and performall things thereunto
appertaining and receive and retain for his own use the
conpensati on provided by |l aw for coroners until another coroner
I's comm ssioned and notice thereof is given to such chief deputy
coroner.

(1214 anended May 3, 1968, P.L.115, No.59)

Section 1215. Sheriff to Keep Docket.--Every sheriff and
every coroner, acting as sheriff, shall provide and keep in his
of fice a book or books in which he shall enter all wits that
may cone to himand the proceedi ngs thereon, and, at the
expiration of his termof office, such book or books shall be
deposited in the office of the prothonotary for the inspection
of all persons interested therein.

(b) Coroner

Section 1231. Deputies.--The coroner nay appoint one or nore
deputies to act in his place and stead, as he nmay deem proper
and necessary. Such deputy or deputies shall have the sane
powers as the coroner.

(1231 anmended Jun. 27, 1973, P.L.72, No.31)

Section 1232. Duties wth Respect to County Morgues.--The
coroner of each county in which a county norgue is established,
shal | make general rules and regulations for its governnent and
control, and shall appoint suitable persons for each norgue so
established to have charge of the sane, and who shall be
renovabl e at the pleasure of the coroner. The nunber of such
persons and the salary of each shall be fixed by the salary
boar d.

Section 1233. Renoval of Bodies to Morgue. --Wenever the

http://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/WUO01/LI/L1/US/HTM/1955/0/0130..HTM (44 of 338) [2/17/2009 3:14:21 PM]



Act of Aug. 9, 1955, P.L. 323, No. 130 Cl. 16 - COUNTY CODE, THE

body of any deceased person who is unidentified or which body is
uncl ai med by proper persons has been found within the county, it
shall be renoved to the county norgue or to a private norgue
serving in lieu thereof. The coroner shall, if he deens it
necessary, cause any such body to be properly enbal ned or
prepared for preservation for such length of tine as he may

t hi nk proper. Any such body shall be exam ned or inspected only
by such persons as the coroner authorizes in witing, or who are
admtted in his presence. No such body shall be renoved from any
such norgue except upon the certificate of the coroner.

Section 1234. Anbul ance.--1n each county, the county
comm ssioners may furnish and maintain, fromthe general funds
of the county, an anbul ance for the renoval of bodies of
deceased persons to and fromthe norgue, and for the burial of
uncl ai med bodi es. The coroner nmay provide rules and regul ations
for the use and nai ntenance of the anbul ance.

(1234 anended Nov. 29, 1990, P.L.602, No.152)

Section 1235. Unclained Property of Deceased; Sales.--(a)
The coroner shall safely keep in his charge all personal effects
and property which appear to have been on or about the person at
the time of his death, or being found on any decedent whose body
is received at the county norgue or at any other norgue serving
inlieu thereof, and all such effects and property which are
delivered to himaccording to |l aw. The coroner shall hold such
property for one year, unless sooner clained by |egal
representatives of the deceased, or otherwi se duly and lawfully
clai med or disposed of.

(b) After one year, the coroner shall cause such property
remai ni ng uncl ai ned, or so nuch thereof as renai ns undi sposed of
according to | aw, except noneys and such properties as
securities which may not be subject to such a sale, which shal
be turned over to the comm ssioners for proper disposition or
use, to be sold at public sale.

(c) Notice of any such public sale shall be published in at
| east one newspaper of general circulation in the county once a
week for three successive weeks. The proceeds of all such sal es
shall be paid imediately into the county treasury, and the
coroner shall make a witten report thereof to the county
comm ssioners, under oath, at the sane tine. |If the body has
been buried at the expense of the institution district, the
county shall pay the proceeds of sale, or such property as was
not subject to sale, as hereinbefore provided, |ess costs, over
to the institution district. The foregoing provisions shall be
in lieu of escheat to the Comonweal t h.

Section 1236. Private Mdrgue May be Used.--In any county
where a county norgue is not maintained, the coroner may cause
any body which he is authorized to admt to a county norgue to
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be renoved to a private norgue within the county, and, for the
use thereof, the owner shall be paid a sumto be established by
the salary board, to be paid in the sane manner as fees of
coroner's jurors are paid.

Section 1236.1. Requests for Exam nations and Reports.--(a)
Requests for exam nations or other professional services by
ot her counties or persons may be conplied with at the discretion
of the coroner pursuant to guidelines established by the county
conmi ssi oners.

(b) A set of fees and charges for such exam nations or
prof essi onal services shall be established by the coroner,
subj ect to approval by the county comm ssioners, and shall be
accounted for and paid to the county treasurer pursuant to
section 1760. Paynent for exam nations or professional services
shall be the responsibility of the county or person requesting
such servi ces.

(c) The coroner may charge and collect a fee of up to one
hundred dol |l ars ($100) for each autopsy report, up to fifty
dollars ($50) for each toxicology report, up to fifty dollars
($50) for each inquisition or coroner's report and such ot her
fees as nmay be established fromtinme to tine for other reports
and docunents requested by nongovernnmental agencies. The fees
coll ected shall be accounted for and paid to the county
treasurer pursuant to section 1760 and shall be used to defray
t he expenses involved in the county conplying with the
provi sions of the act of March 2, 1988 (P.L.108, No.22),
referred to as the Coroners' Education Board Law.

(1236.1 added Nov. 29, 1990, P.L.602, No.152)

Section 1237. Coroner's Investigations.--(a) The coroner
havi ng a view of the body shall investigate the facts and
ci rcunst ances concerni ng deat hs whi ch appear to have happened
within the county, regardl ess where the cause thereof nay have
occurred, for the purpose of determ ning whether or not an
aut opsy shoul d be conducted or an inquest thereof should be had,
in the foll ow ng cases:

(1) sudden deaths not caused by readily recogni zabl e
di sease, or wherein the cause of death cannot be properly
certified by a physician on the basis of prior (recent) nedical
at t endance;

(2) deaths occurring under suspicious circunstances,

i ncl udi ng those where al cohol, drugs or other toxic substances
may have had a direct bearing on the outcone;

(3) deaths occurring as a result of violence or traum,
whet her apparently hom cidal, suicidal or accidental (including,
but not limted to, those due to nechanical, thermal, chem cal,
el ectrical or radiational injury, drowning, cave-ins and
subsi dences) ;
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(4) any death in which trauma, chemcal injury, drug
overdose or reaction to drugs or nedication or nedical treatnent
was a primary or secondary, direct or indirect, contributory,
aggravating or precipitating cause of death;

(5) operative and peri-operative deaths in which the death
Is not readily explainable on the basis of prior disease;

(6) any death wherein the body is unidentified or unclai ned;

(7) deaths known or suspected as due to contagi ous di sease
and constituting a public hazard;

(8) deaths occurring in prison or a penal institution or
while in the custody of the police;

(9) deaths of persons whose bodies are to be crenated,
buried at sea or otherw se disposed of so as to be thereafter
unavai |l abl e for exam nati on;

(10) sudden infant death syndrone; and

(11) stillbirths.

(b) The purpose of the investigation shall be to determ ne
t he cause of any such death and to determ ne whet her or not
there is sufficient reason for the co